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Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, September 19, 2026, MEETING Minutes

PRESENT: Ellen Barfield, Ellen Davidson, Enya Anderson, Gerry Condon, James Smith, Josh Shurley, Kelly
Wadsworth, Mike Tork, Mike Wong, Paul Cox (Notes), Stephen Zollman, Susan Schnall, Staff: Michael
McPhearson, Shelly Rockett. Absent: Windsor Wade.

Members: Adam Toothaker, Art Milholland, Bill Tiwald, Chris Antell, Daniel Gilman, Dave Logsdon,
Debbie Cravey, George, Gerald Hassett, Gregory, Jackie Barshak, Jamie York, Jason, Jim Dorenkott, Joe,
John Vail, Karen Wessel, Luxuryliner 13, Martin Shchotz, Martha Hamlyn, Martha Spiess, Michael
Cervantes, Micheal Jacobsen, Monica McFarland, Nick Mottern, Paul Edward Gingras, Paul Bloom. Phil,
Regina Sneed, Steve Suttleworth, Sunday, Tarak Kauf.

Pre-meeting Member Comments:

Art Milholland: Asked if the video for Statement of Purpose is available. Also think the video
should be linked to the website. Ellen D: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGwu5wCsgpM

Mike Caggiano: He put a letter to the editor that he has written in the chat, See Appendix 1.

Checkins—Skipped.

Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were not available this month.
Approval of Board Minutes of Jul 18, Aug 5, Aug 15, and Aug 29, 2026. Approved.

Agenda: Approved

Finance Report; Retirement Account: Mike Tork: He sent out an MOU form as a template for any
projects or events, and asked for any comments. Budget is an open document, our finances are well
ahead of the budget. The Board just approved $172k to be set aside for a retirement account for our
three full-time long-term employees. Lastly, the board approved a policy change in 2023 requiring that
the board must approve any expenditures or withdrawal beyond those in operating account. However it
did not make it into our Policies, and he recommended we re-apporve it. Approved to be put into the
Policies.

Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson: See Appendix 2. Also, with respect to the EveryAction
Database review, Justin Loza justin.loza.vfp46@gmail.com asked everyone on the call for help. If you
have experience with chapter member reports, eNews blasts, or other VFP-related communications or
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processes that involve EveryAction, please send your feedback, comments, and new ideas to him. He will
include your feedback in the final assessment anonymously.

Membership Committee, Josh Shurley:

Transformative Justice Committee, Kelly Wadsworth: Committee met last month, and month ahead will
not meet while she goes to Japan on Rachel Clark’s tour.

Personnel Committee, Paul Cox: No report.

Billboard Proposal for a National Project, Ellen Davidson: She presented that this version of the
Billboard Campaign, will be tighter than the previous version. The last campaign ultimately raised more
than it spent. Stephen wants to see an accounting for previous expenditures. (Ellen D. later clarified that
of an initial $25k donation by a non-member, $15k went to PPN and $10k went to VFP unrestricted funds
per donor’s instructions. Later, that donor contributed another $50k earmarked for billboards campaign.
Currently there is $3.8k left in the first billboard fund). Also, Stephen wants to have a policy in place
before voting for this proposal. He also thinks that we do not have the expertise to oppose ICE. MMCc’s
opinion is that anti-ICE work is within our Statement of Purpose and our level of expertise. Susan
pointed out that membership passed a resolution last year about ICE. Kelly asked for clarification: Is the
Board spending $50k and the project also fundraising? (Ellen D.: yes) Also, where will cash come from?
Mike Tork: It will come from our unrestricted account. Josh suggested that this proposal needs to be
incorporated into an overall comms plan. Kelly reiterated she considers this is a run on money and is in
violation of our bylaws. James Smith pointed out that the Deported Veterans Advocacy Project already
deals with ICE. Paul suggested that this campaign sign an MOU. Motion to accept Billboard Project
proposal accepted, 8-2-1 abstention.

Request re use of VFP Board listserve, Ellen Davidson, Kelly Wadsworth, Michael McPhearson: Some
Board members feel they have been getting too many emails addressed to them on the board listserve
that are not specifically related to board busyness, so ad hoc committee asked that there be a second
listserve-one for official business. Proposal VFP-Board be only used for official business and second
listserve set up for discussion and ‘must-read commentary.” Approved.

President’s Report, Susan:

Election for VFP Board: We have 12 candidates running, 2 of which are for the Associate
position, and 10 for three other positions. There will be a meeting for your chance to hear from the
Candidates on October 8, 2026 at 4:00 pm PT, 7 pm ET. Electronic and paper ballots will be sent out
October 12 and voting ends on Nov 12. About 100 voted by mail last year, and each will receive a paper
ballot this year unless they request electronic voting. Paper ballots cost us money, and slow down voting
tallies, so we would like to reduce and ultimately eliminate them.

Peace and Planet News: Order yours!! peaceandplanetnews.org/orders

VFP Communications Report, Gerry Condon: Appendix 3.
VFP Mobilization Committee Report, Gerry Condon: Appendix 4

Planning Guide for VFP Actions, Events, and Deployments, TJC and Membership Committees have
submitted a draft planning guide for future actions (See August, 2026 minutes, Appendix 3). Board
members are requested to study it in preparation for a final vote in October. If you have complaints: Josh
Shurley joshuashurley@gmail.com, or suggestions: Kelly Wadsworth kelly.n.wadsworth@gmail.com.

Next Board meeting: October 17", 2026, 9:40 am PT, 12:40 pm ET
Adjournment: 11:31 am PT 2:31 pm ET.

Post Meeting Member Comments:
Michael Jacobsen: Asked Gerry for his report about coming events. Link. Also, NDAA bill will be
voted on after the election. It currently allows for a significant merger of US DoW with Israel’s IDG.
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Michael McPhearson: Mentioned that news of the US putting weapons in space is concerning.
Also Al is also scary and out of control, and gummit is full of foolish people. We are entering a new and
unique period and he is glad he is with us.

Regina Sneed: October 3-10, Global network Peace in Space Week. events:
https://spacedpeace.org/keep-space-for-peace-week/

Justin Loza: Reported that post-9-11 caucus will focus on building

Bill Tiwald: Asked to make a presentation to the next ExComm meeting.

Paul Cox: Michael Luttig published an article in The New Republic about the dangers of
Trump/Maga trying to decertify the coming election on January 3. The Final Battle for America’s

Democracy

Adjourned: 11:48 am PT 2:48 PT

Appendix 1, Mike Caggiano: He has written this letter to the editor and suggested you can use/adapt as

you wish...
Operation Epstein Fury. That is what was scrawled on a warplane on an American aircraft carrier
in the Iran conflict. Those troops see this conflict as definitely not “America First”. Why endanger
the lives of our troops and create more Gold Star families without a rational and believable
explanation? The sailors on that ship felt it was all for some other country (Israel), and for some
other reason. We apparently are fighting for a foreign nation that prevents half its population
from any representation in its government. They are not allowed to vote. They are not allowed
to use the same roads that the other half can use. They can have their homes and families
attacked at any time by militants from that other half. “EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL"? Is that
anything near the noble cause that our grandfathers risked their lives and shed their blood for 85
years ago?...mikaggiano@aol.com cheers, Mike Caggiano Chap#69

Appendix 2: Veterans For Peace Executive Director Report
Communications

Social Media
August Sep
Facebook 243K followers 244K followers
Twitter 35K 35K
Instagram 86.8K 86.8K
Tik Tok 3,987 Followers/63.2K Likes 4004 Followers/64.3K Likes
YouTube 15.8K 15.9K

In my last report, | told you | posted the Communications RFP on Upwork, a freelance marketplace and
work platform. | have received several inquiries. Eighteen people submitted a proposal. | am contacting
four of them to get more information about how they will fulfill the scope of work

Scope:
e Communications strategy and earned media for the annual Armistice Day campaign
® Messaging and communications support for the Refuse Orders campaign
e Communications planning and rapid-response support for national mobilizations, public actions,
and other strategic priorities as they arise
e Communications review and recommendations for the Veterans For Peace website and its
upcoming redesign
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Database and Website

We continue the EveryAction database update with DKomplex. Their team has interviewed the ExComm
and staff members about their database use and expectations. Here is an update from DKomplex’s
principal, Justin Loza:

We're making good progress. The assessment work is wrapping up, and we’ve gathered a lot of
useful input about how EveryAction is being used today and where it needs improvement.

There’s a lot of excitement about finally addressing some of the issues people have been
working around for years and getting the system working better for VFP.

We're looking at how we can make the information more reliable, make the system easier to use,
and better support membership, chapters, communications, and the organization's work.

| also want to ask everyone on the call for your help. If you have experience with chapter
member reports, eNews blasts, or other VFP-related communications or processes that involve
EveryAction, please send your feedback, comments, and new ideas to Justin Loza
(justin.loza.vfpd6@gmail.com). He will include that feedback in the assessment anonymously.

We want to make sure that as we improve the system, we’re not just meeting the needs of the
board or myself; we're building something that better serves all of VFP and our members.

After we determine the database update timeline, the next project is the website.
Membership and Fundraising

Our current staff, Gail Aquino and part-time consultant Greg Corning, are managing the membership
tasks well.

Since our last meeting, the ExComm and | have interviewed and narrowed a long list of National
Organizer candidates down to two. We have at least two more steps, and | will make a final selection in
the next two weeks. The national organizer will support national campaigns, mobilizations, and working
groups, and help with chapter development and member organizing.

Fundraising
Foundation Search has completed Phase 1 - Feasibility Study. They provided a list of 105 granters, with

fundability assessments based on historical giving trends, recommended ask amounts, foundation
contacts, and decision-maker access scores for each granter.

We are now nearing the end of Phase 2: assessing the viability and interest of the identified foundations
in receiving a full grant application from Veterans For Peace, and exploring all avenues for contacting
each foundation to gauge interest in Veterans For Peace’s projects.

We have a fall appeal mailing in the next two weeks, and we are preparing for the end-of-year appeal
and Giving Tuesday. | am also exploring a donor list and access to possible new major donors. | will follow
up with you about ways the board can help.

Organizing Priorities through November

Call on your Senator to Vote No on the National Defense Authorization Act and call for an end to the
U.S. and Israeli war on Iran.

e The 2027 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) passed the House in July 2026 but is now
stalled in the Senate, with proposals totaling $1 trillion to $1.6 trillion when supplemental
requests are factored in. The funding would be the largest in U.S. history, even as people are
struggling to make ends meet, essential services have been cut, Social Security funding is under



threat, and the national debt has surpassed $40 trillion. We must reduce military spending, not
increase it.

e Stopping the Forever Wars and the U.S. and Israeli War on Iran: One way to reduce Pentagon
spending is for the U.S. to stop pursuing constant warfare and to immediately end the U.S. and
Israeli war on Iran.

Engaging with the National Guard and active military about their responsibility to Refuse lllegal Orders
and Support Free and Fair Elections

e \Veterans For Peace is continuing our Refuse lllegal Orders Campaign. We call on chapters and
members to gather outside bases and National Guard armories with banners and fliers urging
service members to remember their pledge to the U.S. Constitution and their responsibility to
refuse illegal orders.

e We call on service members to remember that the Constitution gives the power to administer
elections to the States, not the federal government. The military has no role in administering
elections. Nor should military force be deployed against peaceful protests for election integrity.

Veterans Against Fascism — Veterans For Peace is continuing our work with Veterans Against Fascism. We
are urging veterans and military families to participate in the following actions.

e Operation Take Up Space — 300+ mile women-veteran-led ruck march from September 12 —
October 3 across North Carolina to stand up for our democracy and ethical leadership,
strengthen our communities, model what courageous action looks like in uncertain times, and
call for the end to the war on Iran. The Veteran March will kick off near Asheville, NC, marching
to Charlotte, then to Fayetteville, adjacent to Fort Bragg, and end in Wilmington. Sign up here if
you can join us in Fayetteville.

e Operation Roll Call: Vets and Military Families Say No to Forever Wars & Yes to Free and Fair
Elections - On September 26, 2026, veterans, military families, and supporters will gather across
the country for Roll Call, a distributed veteran-led day of action. The flagship event takes place in
Fayetteville, NC, at the Airborne and Special Operations Museum, joining Operation Take Up
Space as it reaches Fort Bragg on its 300-mile march across North Carolina.

e Ongoing election defense activities: local and quick reaction force to deploy where help is
needed.

Saturday, October 3 - National Day of Action to Free Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and his
wife Cilia Flores. This is an opportunity for VFP members to join with many other groups opposing US
intervention in Latin America.

Oct. 17 - Early Voting Day of Action Groups organizing the No Kings events across the country (see a full
list of partners at https://www.nokings.org/partners. No Kings: Vote Early events are nonpartisan and
are designed to increase participation from all eligible voters. All No Kings events adhere to a shared
commitment to nonviolent protest and community safety. New events are being added to the map daily
at www.NoKings.org.
https://www.citizen.org/news/no-kings-coalition-sets-nationwide-early-voting-day-of-action-for-october
-17

Armistice Day/Veterans Day, Nov. 11 - Veterans For Peace calls on all veterans and allies to reclaim
Armistice Day as a day of truth and resistance. Let us honor not only the dead of past wars but also the
living who continue to suffer under empire: Palestinians facing genocide, Latin Americans facing U.S.
intervention, Indigenous nations defending their lands, migrants fleeing U.S.-backed violence, LGBTQIA+
and BIPOC communities fighting for dignity, and service members who dare to question unlawful orders.
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Also be prepared to pivot to election integrity. The current regime in the White House is spreading
misinformation and sowing doubt about the elections. The elections will be over by November 11th, but
we could be in a nonviolent battle to ensure the voices of the people are heard and respected.

People's Tribunal on U.S. Complicity in Gaza — Veterans For Peace has teamed up with Women'’s
International League for Peace and Freedom and American Friends Service Committee to organize a
People's Tribunal on U.S. Complicity in Gaza. Please consider hosting a watch event and spread the
word in your community. Learn more here.

We continue to look for funding since we didn’t receive the $25,000 grant. Veterans For Peace has
pledged $2,000. | have raised another $3,500. WILF has put in $8,000.

Appendix 3: Communications Committee Report, Gerry Condon: The VFP Communications Committee
continues to meet on the 2" Wednesday of every month. | chair this meeting on behalf of the VFP Board
of Directors. Most of the other participants are VFP staff and contractors, including our Executive
Director Michael McPhearson, Social Media staffer Chris Smiley, eNews and Newsletter coordinator
Becky Luening. Jim Wohlgemuth represents VFP Radio and Ellen Davidson represents the Peace and
Planet New. Ellen also helps with proofreading and editing the newsletter. We have a pretty
well-coordinated team effort. Michael, Becky and | are often in daily contact as we prepare the eNews
and Action Alerts. We have been very busy with Action Alerts lately as VFP has been busy on multiple
fronts and we are getting into a very busy period. We are looking forward to bringing more people
power to our Communications team, as Michael is interviewing a number of communications
professionals who can help us on a contract basis.

Appendix 4: VFP Mobilization Committee Report, Gerry Condon:

Mobilization Committee Report

The US war on Iran continues - both a military war and an economic war. The U.S. is losing on both
fronts, but Trump refuses to face that reality, thus imperiling the economy, nationally and internationally,
and causing suffering to the poor and most vulnerable. There are rumors that the US and Israel may
launch an even greater military assault on Iran after the midterm elections, with little chance of success
but with even greater catastrophic results. Trump continues to return to his rhetoric of “obliterating”
Iran, even while several credible sources report that the Trump administration has discussed the possible
use of tactical nuclear weapons against Iran. So it remains critically important that Veterans For Peace
and the U.S. peace movement continue to call for an end to this illegal, immoral, unwinnable and deeply
unpopular war. It is not over yet — not by any means.

Unfortunately, this is also true for US/Israeli genocide in Gaza, where Israel is dropping US bombs and
killing men, women and children on a daily basis. The so-called “ceasefire” is a cruel joke, but it has
succeeded in removing the Gaza genocide from the mass media and quieting protests in the US and
internationally. The openly stated Israel goal is the forced removal of all Palestinians from Gaza.
Palestinians in the West Bank are also being subjected to increasing violence with the same aim.

Here in the western hemisphere: After attacking Venezuela and kidnapping its president, the Trump
administration continues to hold a gun at the head of the Venezuelan government while it extracts
concessions and steals its oil. Trump and Rubio have blocked all oil shipments to Cuba, greatly
exacerbating the 64-year-old US blockade of Cuba. There is great suffering on the island now. People are
dying for lack of basic medical supplies, and the childbirth mortality rate, which was one of the best in
the world, has quadrupled. Furthermore, the Trump administration is openly threatening to invade Cuba
militarily.

The good news is there is a whole lot of mobilizing going on and Veterans For Peace is right in the
middle of a good deal of it. Peace groups, anti-imperialist groups, Latin America solidarity groups and
pro-democracy groups are stepping up to confront the growing challenges presented by stepped up US
militarism abroad and growing repression here in the U.S.
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Of particular note is the Veterans Against Fascism coalition, which includes About Face, Veterans For
Peace, Common Defense, 50501 Veterans, Military Families Speak Out and others. Common Defense is
spearheading a women veterans led march across North Carolina right now, making stops in several
cities with different focuses and messaging at each spot. Most significantly, on next Saturday, September
26 they will be stopping in Fayetteville, North Carolina, the home of Fort Bragg. The focus that day will be
primarily antiwar, with the slogan of End the Forever Wars. Veterans For Peace has been reaching out to
VFP members in North Carolina and the region to show up and participate on that day.

Our Executive Director Michael McPhearson has been our point person in the Veterans Against Fascism
organizing and he will be joining the march and rally in Fayetteville next Saturday. Any VFP members that
can possibly make it to Fort Bragg next Saturday are encouraged to do so. VFP chapters around the
country are encouraged to join together with other veterans groups and allies to organize actions on that
day as well — at military bases, at National Guard armories and at military recruiting stations. On
relatively short notice, this will be a challenge for us. If we are serious about making a good showing
around the country next Saturday, then we will volunteers, including Board members, to call 3 or 4
chapters and talk up these coordinated actions.

A major focus of Veterans Against Fascism is defending the midterm elections, the integrity of which are
under multiple threats by President Trump and Republican Party leaders. Veterans Against Fascism will
utilize the events on September 26 to sign people up for Election Protection trainings — for example, how
to provide safe accompaniment to the polls for vulnerable people who may be intimidated by the
presence of ICE or other police and military presence at the polls.

The next four Saturdays will be significant days of action of one kind and another:

September 26 — Antiwar protests at Fort Bragg and around the US

October 3 — Free Venezuelan President Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores from US imprisonment
October 10 — Tribunal on US Complicity in Gaza — in Seattle, with “watch parties” around the US
October 17 — No Kings coalition “Early Voting Day” (also VFP Board meeting)

An extensive calendar of antiwar and anti-fascist actions has been assembled by the ad hoc
anti-imperialist coalition that is still calling itself the “No War on Venezuela” coalition, as it came
together in response to the January 3 US military attack on Venezuela. | have been representing VFP to
this ad hoc coalition, which includes Black Alliance For Peace (who have been facilitating the meetings),
United National Antiwar Coalition (UNAC — with which VFP is affiliated), Resist US-Led War (with which
VFP is also affiliated), the Antiwar Action Network, the Nicaragua Solidarity Coalition and others.

Significantly, this movement-wide calendar of events for September through November includes VFP
priority actions, including the September 26 Veterans Against Fascism protest, the October 10 Tribunal
on US Complicity in Gaza, and the November 11 Armistice Day actions that will be led by Veterans for
Peace. The inclusion of VFP actions on this movement-wide calendar lays the ground for VFP to actively
reach out and invite all these organizations to publicize and participate in VFP-led actions over the next
couple months.

| will attach the full calendar to this report, and also put it in the Zoom Chat.

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/115aswiKknrNMapU4VQoPMYDWdiXXDdQ1aA9M9cPOstg/m
obilebasic

The Mobilization Committee is currently composed of Michael McPhearson, Ellen Barfield, Josh Shurley,
Justin Loza, Nick Mottern and Gerry Condon. We meet on the 2™ Friday of every month to consider
action proposals, to strategize and to plan for nationally coordinated actions.
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Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, August 29, 2026, Special MEETING Minutes

PRESENT: Ellen Barfield, Ellen Davidson, Enya Anderson, Gerry Condon, Josh Shurley, Kelly Wadsworth,
Mike Tork, Mike Wong, Paul Cox (Notes), Stephen Zollman, Susan Schnall, Windsor Wade. Staff: Michael
McPhearson, Shelly Rockett. Absent: James Smith.

1:00PM ET, 10 am PT:
Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played.

Checkins

Agenda: Approved

Purpose of special meeting: to discuss Billboard Campaign and Structure for Future Actions

Finance Report, Mike Tork: Billboard Campaign so far. The billboard campaign is not $16k in the hole, as
he reported last month, but actually $3k in the black. See Appendix 1 for his report. There was
discussion about how the confusion over the billboard campaign’s finances occurred, and the distinction
between the board’s budgetary functions, and the nature of the board’s responsibility to oversee the
finances of the various project restricted funds held by National. Kelly suggested that we need MOU'’s
with every holder of restricted funds that includes clear definitions of responsibilities. Susan responded
that she has been reaching out to some legal groups to prepare for potential future legal and financial
issues. The Finance Committee ( Susan, Mike T, Ellen D, with the addition of Kelly and Stephen) will meet
within the next two weeks.

VFP ICE/lllegal Orders Billboard Campaign proposal from Mike Ferner, Nick Mottern, Ellen Davidson,
Tarak Kauff, Susan: First was shown a video by Ron Carver of the billboard campaign. See Appendix 2.
There was discussion about the proposal. Stephen expressed opposition until we have good fiscal
responsibilities better defined. Gerry raised that the board has had a focus on ICE, and should not be
part of this proposal. Kelly likes the proposal in principle, and that perhaps it should be a national
project, but expects detailed MOUs. Also asked if the coordinator role is staffer? Ellen D clarified that
the ask is for funds from VFP’s main account. This is the critical time, and more important that our funds
be spent on fighting the Fire than squirreling it away for 10 years. Josh questioned whether billboards
are the best exclusive use of our media funds. He suggested a pilot be spent amount while a broader
media plan be developed. Kelly suggested the supplied proposal be converted into an MOU drafted by
the Finance Committee. Mike pointed out that airports might be good sites for billboards. Issues: 1)
Finance Committee Review and 2) draft MOU; 3) discussion about the nature of the campaign (e.g. Ice vs
lllegal orders, or what mix). Mlke Tork will schedule the Finance Committee

Transformative Justice Committee—Planning Guide for VFP Actions, Events, Deployments: Kelly
Wadsworth: See draft in Appendix 3. MMc will send it out to Chapter Contacts.

U.S. Elections: Veterans Against Fascism is focusing on 1) getting members to inquire with local officials
to inquire about their plans to ensure free elections. 2) take action to ensure free and fair elections. 3)
Engage the issue with active duty and Nat Guard to refuse illegal orders, and figure out language against
authoritarianism. 1) Common Defense is mounting Take Up Space 300 mile walk from Asheville,
Sharelot, Fayetteville-Willmington. On Sep 26, they will be at Fayetteville to stop the war, and we need
members to come there. 2) 50501 Vets are organizing actions in various towns as pole watchers, etc.:
No to Endless Wars! and Free and Fair Elections! 3) After elections VAF will reassess our positions and
next steps. MMc will try to get some initial paper out week of Aug 31-Sep 5.

Next Board meeting: September 19, 2026 9:40 am PT, 12:40 pm ET, same Bat Channel
Appendix 1, Billboard report, Mike Tork: First, this project was very successful and took off like a rocket.

Our first billboard in AZ got some serious news coverage. Recall that local news folks sent a helicopter
out to video the billboard. And Rory’s interview and news coverage really got some great coverage. And



on every billboard was Veterans For Peace. Great coverage for our organization. Outside of the Golden
Rule, perhaps some of the best coverage we have had in a long time.

The entire project was self-funded. No VFP money was used. And just 4 people worked hard to make it
happen - Shelly, Tarak, Ellen, and myself.

From Tarak - Mike and Shelly, | think you were both magnificent on the Refuse lllegal Orders campaign,
especially because you both realized how essential these billboards are. Also, and this is factual, not
flattery, your sustained work for justice and peace has been inspiring.

We had a primary goal that was twofold: One was to get as many billboards up as close as possible to
military bases or where they would be seen by the military.

Two - at least equally important was to publicize VFP’s adamant rock-solid resistance to illegal wars both
abroad and right here on our doorstep.

In light of that, even suspecting that we were overdrawn, we had a decision to make as to whether to
keep and update, with the new # to call 877 NO-2-WARS, some very important billboards right outside
military bases (like Ft. Benning) or let them go. We decided in the affirmative.

What went wrong: | did not create a spreadsheet with a beginning balance. Major shortcoming.

Things were happening very quickly. The project started with a boom, and | don’t think we were
prepared for how successful it was and how fast it took off. We got caught up in all that excitement!
Chapters wanted billboards up in their areas.

All invoices were supposed to come to me, and then | would forward them to Shelly. That didn’t always
happen. Invoices came in from several people, and not always through me. Some went directly to
Shelly. Lamar, which is a company we used often, had Shelly as the contact for VFP, so in some cases
they sent invoices directly to her.

Billboard contracts were being renewed - not always through me.
The point that all invoices go through me should have been made much clearer.

We went through all the 60K getting 25 billboards up in 20 locations, many outside military bases, some
up for at least 4 weeks and some were extended longer. We didn’t always have an up-to-date
assessment of our balance, but at a certain point we knew it was getting low.

Appendix 2: Susan: Proposal for Abolish ICE and Refuse lllegal Orders Billboard National Campaign

First billboard went up on 90/94 near Volk Field ("Camp Douglas, Wisconsin") on July 13. With a public
meeting organized by the Juneau County Peace Committee at the Mauston Public Library on July 15. A
second billboard will be installed this week on SR21 outside Ft. McCoy (located between Sparta and
Tomah, Wisconsin). A 3rd billboard is in the works, outside Truax Air National Guard Base, Madison (F35
base). A fundraising mailing, highlighting the billboards, has been very successful. — John Fournelle

Proposal for Abolish ICE and Refuse lllegal Orders Billboard National Campaign

Please read carefully and consider:

1. Initial Funding
Request that VFP National allocate $50,000 start-up money. Considering the dire threat facing
all of us, this campaign will be most likely be ongoing. If the campaign is going well, as the Refuse
Illegal Orders billboard campaign has been, more funding from VFP will probably be needed. To
give an idea, we got 25 billboards up, many outside military bases, some of them extended for 8
or 12 weeks (normal prices start at 4 weeks) for somewhere around a total of $70,000. So clearly
the $60,000 will be to restart and get the combined project rolling.



2. Coordinator
Since this will be a full time organizing and coordinating effort, VFP is advised to establish a
coordinator with a small coordinating committee that has experience and that will work well
together. The lead coordinator would receive a monthly stipend of $500 as long as the campaign
lasts or unless the coordinator waives the stipend.
3. Budget Coordinator
Any payments related to this campaign would have to be requested from and authorized by the
Budget Coordinator, who will keep records of payments, donations, and the running balance in
the restricted fund.
1. Donations from chapters for specific billboards must be made to a restricted fund at
National, with notice given as to the amount to the Budget Coordinator.
2. Donations for the overall campaign must also be made to the restricted fund at National,
also with notice to the Budget Coordinator.
3. Records of other details, such as specific billboard locations, VFP contacts on the ground,
billboard company contacts, and dates of display and take down, will also be kept by the
Budget Coordinator
4. All payments will be made through the National Office and must be first authorized by
the Budget Coordinator.
4. Outreach Coordinators
Two of the coordinators will be specifically tasked with coordinating with other groups that are
active in supporting immigrants and that support the  goal of abolishing ICE. For example:
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) has a very strong position in this regard. Their U.S.
Migration Director, Amy Gottlieb, lives in NYC. We anticipate working with her. Amy's experience
and knowledge about the issues and the threat to all of us is deep and well rounded.
5. Designs
Banner and billboard designs will be generated by the Abolish ICE coordinating committee and
approved (with little delay) if desired by the VFP ExCom. (see two designs attached) The
coordinating committee will work with individual chapters when needed to create customized
graphics and messaging, but all banners and billboards funded by the campaign must be in line
with the overall campaign messaging and graphic identity.

6. Media
The coordinating committee will draft sample press releases and work with VFP chapters and
individuals in designated locations (particularly areas where ICE activity is heavy).

7. Chapter Involvement

a. Chapters or individuals would be encouraged to collaborate with local groups to
organize town hall meetings, press conferences and related events using the banner
and/or billboard as educational props.

b. Chapters will be encouraged to contribute toward all or part of the expenses (as
possible). That said, National will be expected to bear most of the expense.

C. Once the campaign gets going and we are seeing results, if needed National can
solicit larger donations.

Abolish ICE/Refuse lllegal Orders Coordinating Committee

We propose a committee consisting of a Lead Coordinator; Outreach and media Coordinator; Outreach
Coordinator; and Budget and Art Manager.

Appendix 3, Kelly Wadsworth: Planning Guide for VFP Actions, Events, and Deployments (Working
Draft)

Purpose: Veterans For Peace (VFP) actions, events, delegations, conferences, encampments, educational
programs, and public demonstrations should reflect the values we seek to advance in the world.


https://afsc.org/news/what-you-need-know-about-call-abolish-ice
https://afsc.org/profile/amy-gottlieb

Successful actions require more than good intentions. They require thoughtful planning, transparent
leadership, responsible stewardship of resources, attention to participant safety, and organizational
cultures built upon trust, respect, and accountability.

This guide is intended as a planning tool and leadership checklist for organizers coordinating activities
under the VFP banner or utilizing VFP resources.

Guiding Principles: Leaders should strive to ensure that every VFP activity is:

Safe
Inclusive
Democratic
Transparent
Accountable
Accessible
Respectful
Financially responsible
e Consistent with the VFP Code of Conduct and organizational values
There is enough conflict in the world. Veterans For Peace should never reproduce unnecessary hostility,
exclusion, intimidation, or toxicity within our own spaces.

I. Pre-Event Planning
Leadership Roles: Before planning begins, organizers should clearly identify:

O Lead organizer

O Financial coordinator

O Logistics coordinator

0 Housing coordinator (if applicable)

o Media/contact person

O Legal liaison (if applicable)

0 Wellness/Safety coordinator

O Participant Advocate (see Section V)

Decision-making responsibilities should be clearly understood before the event begins.

Organizational Partners: When collaborating with outside organizations:
O ldentify current leadership.

O Clarify organizational responsibilities.

o Confirm financial expectations.

o Determine who has authority to make decisions.

O Establish methods for resolving disagreements.

O Ensure expectations are documented before funds are distributed.
Past relationships should never substitute for current due diligence.
Financial Stewardship: If Veterans For Peace funds are involved:

O Establish a written budget.

o Clarify who has authority to approve expenditures.

0 Document significant purchases.

O Maintain receipts whenever possible.

O Provide a financial summary following the event.

O Ensure expenditures further the approved purpose of the action.

Members entrust VFP with their donations. Those resources should be managed transparently and
responsibly.



Housing & Shared Living Spaces: When participants will be housed together:
Organizers should consider:

O Safety

O Accessibility

O Privacy

O Cleanliness

O Emergency contacts

O Transportation

0O Quiet hours

O Visitor expectations

O Sleeping arrangements

O Conflict resolution procedures
Shared housing should remain welcoming and appropriate for:

families

youth

elders

people with disabilities
individuals in recovery
first-time participants

Substance Use: Veterans For Peace recognizes that participants come from diverse backgrounds and
experiences. However, organizers have a responsibility to ensure that VFP-sponsored housing and shared
spaces remain safe, respectful, and appropriate for all participants.

Excessive alcohol consumption, illegal drug use, or substance use that creates unsafe conditions, impairs
judgment, intimidates others, or prevents full participation is inconsistent with these expectations.
Leaders should establish and communicate clear expectations regarding substance use before
participants arrive and respond promptly to concerns if they arise.

Il. Risk Assessment: Every action should include discussion of foreseeable risks.
Examples include:

O Medical emergencies

O Arrest risk

O Accessibility

o Transportation

o Counter-protest activity

O Weather

O Housing concerns

O Participant conflicts

O Financial risk

O Public relations concerns

Special consideration should be given to participants who may face heightened vulnerability because of
age, disability, immigration status, prior trauma, recovery, legal concerns, or other circumstances.

lll. During the Event

Leadership Expectations: Leadership is not simply logistical. Leaders are expected to model:

active listening
humility
patience
transparency
inclusion



® respect
® accountability
Leadership should encourage participation rather than concentrate authority.

Responding to Concerns: Concerns raised by participants should always be received respectfully.

They should never be:
e dismissed
minimized
ridiculed
personalized
retaliated against
Even when concerns ultimately prove unfounded, participants deserve to know they have been heard
and taken seriously.

Whenever possible:

e listen first

e gather information

e consult appropriate leaders

® communicate next steps
Organizational Culture: Veterans For Peace strives to create spaces where disagreement can occur
without hostility.

Bullying, intimidation, exclusion, harassment, personal attacks, public shaming, retaliation, or behavior
that discourages participation are inconsistent with the values of Veterans For Peace.

We expect organizers to intervene early when conflicts begin to escalate.
Coalition Relationships: When participating in coalition actions:

O Respect agreed-upon action plans.

0 Communicate openly with coalition partners.

0 Do not undertake significant actions that place coalition members at unexpected risk without prior
discussion.

0 Honor commitments made on behalf of the coalition.

IV. Participant Advocate
Every major event, deployment, or action should designate at least one Participant Advocate.

The Participant Advocate serves as an independent point of contact for participants experiencing
concerns related to:
e safety
accessibility
harassment
interpersonal conflict
housing
inclusion
organizational culture
e other participant welfare issues
Participants should know who this individual is before the event begins.

The Participant Advocate should have authority to elevate concerns to event leadership and recommend
appropriate responses.

V. Financial Accountability

Following the event:
O Provide a financial summary.



O Reconcile expenditures.

O Return unused funds when appropriate.

0O Submit receipts or documentation.

O Report any unexpected expenditures.
Transparency strengthens organizational trust.

VI. After Action Review
Within a reasonable period following the event, organizers should conduct an After-Action Review.

Suggested questions include:

e What worked well?
What challenges arose?
Were participants adequately supported?
Were concerns addressed appropriately?
Were coalition relationships maintained?
Were resources managed responsibly?
What lessons should inform future actions?

VII. Leadership Reflection

Before concluding an event, leaders should ask themselves:

e Did our actions reflect the values of Veterans For Peace?

e Did participants feel safe, respected, and included?

e Were disagreements handled constructively?

e Were member resources stewarded responsibly?

e Would we feel comfortable inviting new members, youth, families, elders, and community

partners into this environment again?

e What can we do better next time?
Leadership is measured not only by the success of an action, but by the community we build while
carrying it out.

Closing Statement: Every action, meeting, delegation, campaign, and partnership is an opportunity to
put our values into practice. Through thoughtful planning, transparent leadership, mutual care, and
responsible stewardship, we strengthen both our organization and the movement of which we are a
part.

Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, August 15, 2026, MEETING Minutes

12:40 PM ET Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played.

PRESENT: Susan Schnall, Josh Shurley (notes), Mike Tork, Gerry Condon, Kelly Wadsworth, Enya
Anderson, Mike Wong, Ellen Barfield, Stephen Zollman, Windsor Wade, Ellen Davidson. Staff: Michael
McPhearson. Absent: Paul Cox, James Smith.

Members: Adam Toothaker, Ann Wright, Anthony Donovan, Becky Leuning, Concetta Smart, Dave
Hancock, Dave Logsdon, David Cooley, Doug Rawlings, Ginna, Greg Corning, Hal Muscat, Jack Talcott,
Jamie York, Jeffrey Hummeld, Martha Spiess, Michael Kramer, Monica McFarland, M Singaus, Nick
Mottern, Phil, Rachel Clark, Ron Kossick, Ron Matvlyak, Susan Lamont, Thomas Leonard, Vince Dijanich.

Pre-meeting Member Comments:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qtoFDYboFkMGRp3aD5yr6i-c7BsaD5dOIcFMQskeEC0/edit?tab=t.0

Dave Logsdon — gave full support to convention organizers and how well it went, especially Mike Tork.
Jack Talcott — spoke in support of VFP and our mission, how much a personal boost this has been for him
in his life. Very appreciative.

David Cooley - spoke about the current administrations’ attacks on VA healthcare and how to counter
this. Urged folks to organize and share info/collaborate.

Hal Muscat — Asked about the voice on the SoP video. Championed Mike Tork’s involvement in the past
convention.

Michael Kramer — celebrated the KC convention. Big thanks to organizers, etc. Spoke about the need to
get our statements out to a broader public audience. Like physically posting fliers/posters, etc.

Jeffrey Hummeld — talked of need to critically evaluate candidates, etc. Celebrated convention success.

1:00PM: Board Meeting called to order
Check-ins. Heard from our board members present along with ED Michael McPhearson.

President’s Report, Susan Schnall: She briefed us on the VAVA visit to VFP convention and with Rep.
Rashida Tlaib that occurred in NYC in the days after the convention. She noted the hard work of the
Convention Committee: Theme: Peace Through Non-Violent Action: From Chaos to Community, dates
August 6-9 at University of Missouri at Kansas City (much thanks to Bryson Ripley and Kansas City VFP
chapter!).

Applauded the teamwork demonstrated. Looking forward to moving ahead.
July 18, 2026 minutes: Approved

Agenda: Approved. Ellen D raised a matter she had informed board about (ICE/billboard campaign).
Susan agreed to discuss that at this Thursday’s ExComm meeting and will be prioritized for the next two
weeks for a special board meeting (Sat, Aug 29).

Finance Report, Mike Tork:

Budget:
$515,034 Bequests for June
$530,331 Net for June

Retirement Update: Working with financial planners suggested by Swords to Plowshares. They
provided the advice we were looking for regarding setting up retirement accounts for 3 VFP
employees. The ExComm needs to review and, if things look good, will share with the Board
during September’s meeting.

ICS: Moving forward with this through Amalgamated. Had to set aside while helping plan our
convention. Will need 5 accounts.

Money Management: Meeting with money managers for advice. Recommended by School of
Americas Watch’s accountant.

Billboards: Billboard deficit - Report delayed because of convention planning, but will be
presented at September’s board meeting. Will share first with Stephen and Kelly for review.
Actual, deficit total may be less than original amount because of recent donations.

Convention 2026: KC Chapter really stepped up and made major contributions to the success of
our convention, especially their fundraiser at Lemonade Park for Haskell Indian Nations
University (started in 1884). Convention finances is underway. Ben’s Transportation - even with
the late planning, transportation worked out ok.

Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson: Discussed upcoming action efforts that came from
yesterday’s Mobilization Committee meeting. Will push to defeat NDAA massive increase in funding.



Organize tribunal on Gaza/war crimes on Oct 10. Will continue efforts against fascism and war. The need
for election integrity/defense. Our work with coalition partners such as Indivisible and 50501 Vets.
Upcoming is Operation Take Up Space. Women vet led march across North Carolina. Members should
contact state and local officials raising questions/concerns about election interference. Will begin
engaging with NG/military members to resist/refuse illegal/immoral/unconstitutional orders. Also urge
chapters and allies to hold town halls (national can provide talking points) to push back against fascism,
election interference, etc.

Resolutions and Bylaws Report and Membership, Josh Shurley: Resolutions/Bylaws Summary: The four
resolutions and one bylaw amendment were introduced at the convention. He reiterated the process
and timeline for voting (late October — November time frame) at which time the entire membership will
have an opportunity to vote yes or no on resolutions and bylaws (as well as 2027 board candidates).

See appendix for resolutions and bylaws.

Membership Report Summary, Josh Shurley: The Membership Committee reported approximately
3,025 current members, including about 2,344 veterans and 681 associate members, with active-duty
and special membership categories still being reconciled as part of an ongoing database cleanup.
Recruitment has remained strong, with approximately 694 new members joining since January 2026.
This continues to demonstrate that when Veterans For Peace is active and visible, people are interested
in joining the organization. The Committee identified retention as the primary membership challenge.
Lapsed membership has increased significantly during the year, although some of that increase reflects
improved database reconciliation. The Committee emphasized that recruitment alone is not sufficient;
stronger systems are needed to welcome, engage, and retain members. Ongoing priorities include
completing the membership database cleanup, strengthening renewal and retention efforts, continuing
New Member Orientation and Chapter Contacts meetings, expanding the Regional Coordinator network,
supporting chapter development, and creating more opportunities for members to become active in
VFP's work. Overall, the Committee sees encouraging signs in continued recruitment and organizational
visibility, while recognizing retention and member engagement as key priorities for the coming year.

Nominations Committee, Ellen Barfield

Talked about 4 solid candidates to run for upcoming open board seats. There are 3 openings for veterans
members, and 1 for the associate member seat. Nominations window closes on Aug 18 (Tuesday). Some
lack of clarity on whether or not the appropriate form is actually on the website. This needs to be
verified. Potential candidate names have been listed (Dave Logsdon, Olga Garcia, Kelly Wadsworth, and
Ellen Davidson). Gerry raised the possibility of extending the deadline. Discussed our obligation to follow
bylaws. Decided we must follow our bylaws and not extend the deadline. Tork and Gerry opined that
bylaws are not intended to restrict us. Consensus that we will work to identify those candidates before
the end of Sunday, Aug 16 to get those names identified. The rest of the form can be filled out later but
there needs to be a “placeholder” of identification of these candidates. The deadline will remain Aug 16
(seven days, not ten as previously mentioned in error).

Transformative Justice Committee, Kelly Wadsworth:

TJC is recommending to the board the adoption of an Extended Action Planning Guide. It
was presented to the board in early August and will be available for public comment from Aug 15
- Oct 10.

TIC will bring provide a verbal presentation of the document at the September board
meeting and then bring it for full adoption at the October meeting.

Next TJIC meeting is late August, TBD.

Personnel Committee, Paul Cox: no report. Paul is not present due to traveling associated with the VAVA
delegation. Will follow up next month.



Further Remarks by President Susan Schnall: Reiterated thanks for those who attended and worked on
the convention. She shared a slideshow of convention photos. Expressed thanks to Ann Wright for recent
article on US Navy resistance at sea. Spoke about VAVA delegation and science report released this past
week related to AO remediation efforts. Also gave overview of reception with Rep. Rashida Tlaib and
ongoing work to assist victims of the American War on Vietnam.

Peace and Planet News- Order!!
VFP Communications Report/VFP Mobilization Committee Report, Gerry Condon:

Regarding communications, Gerry reported on our international coverage of the convention in Cuban
media. Expressed thanks to Mark Friedman for his work on the convention panel on Latin America and
the importance of ongoing solidarity work.

On Mobilization front, briefed on ongoing situation regarding the Iran War, the Gaza genocide that has
been ramping up along with violence in the Occupied West Bank. Spoke about the ongoing blockade
against Cuba, the unlawful detention of Venezuela’s President Maduro and First Combatant Celia Flores.
Protests against that continue on the 3™ of each month, primarily in New York but need to see this
expanded across the country. A number of actions upcoming referred to by Michael in the ED report.

Sep 26 there will be a significant action related to the Women’s march in NC (Operation Take up Space).
Location should be the Fayetteville/Fort Bragg area. Be on the lookout for ways to integrate our chapter
and solidarity work with these efforts and dates to the extent possible. Potential to be a large and
impactful set of actions nationwide.

The Oct 10 Gaza war crimes tribunal is something being planned/coordinated. We urge folks to have
watch parties, possibly with WILPF branches or AFSC members.

Mentioned Nick Mottern’s call to support the sailors who have been extended for these excessively long
deployments, lack of support to troops by administration, ongoing lies and insults to US service
members. An opportunity to organize active duty members around these significant grievances that are
being neglected by our so called national leaders.

Next Board meeting: September 19th 2026.
Adjournment at 2:45 pm EST.
Open Meeting Session (post-board meeting)

James Smith reported on his work with deported veterans. On Sep 11 BDVA will be
appearing at a national convention to present on military naturalization. Also has been accepted
to take part in the NYC Veterans Day Parade later this year.

Regina Sneed asked about ICE issues and why this was not discussed at today’s board
meeting. Ellen D clarified about the billboard campaign proposal that would be similar to the RIO
campaign undertaken previously.

Rachel Clark expressed gratitude for the convention activities. She spoke about need for
funds for the upcoming Japan Speaking Tour and her wish to spread a letter urging folks to
donate. Very important anti-militarization work going on in Japan and Okinawa.

APPENDIX —

Bylaw Amendment 2026-1: Requested changes/additions to:

ARTICLE II. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE with additions in boldface and deletions Hred-through-
ART. Il. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

We, as military veterans, do hereby affirm our greater responsibility to serve the cause of world peace.
To this end we will work, with others both nationally and internationally:



1. To increase public awareness of the causes and costs of war

2. To restrain our governments from intervening, overtly and covertly, in the internal affairs of other
nations

3. To resist racism and repression in our home communities

4. To oppose the militarization of law enforcement

5. To end the arms race and te+eduee-and-eventuaty eliminate nuclear weapons

6. To seek justice for veterans and victims of war

7. To abolish war as an instrument of national policy.

8. To promote a sustainable and peaceful world

To achieve these goals, members of Veterans For Peace pledge to use non-violent means and to maintain
an organization that is both democratic and open with the understanding that all members are trusted to
act in the best interests of the group for the larger purpose of world peace. (Amended July 2026 August
2024)

Original Wording:

5. To end the arms race and to reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear weapons
(Amended August 2024)

Proposed Language:

5. To end the arms race and toredueeand-eventtaty eliminate nuclear weapons
(Amended July 2026 August2624)

Rationale for Requested Change:
The current language is milquetoast, demotivating, and plays directly into the strategy of U.S. empire.

Nuclear weapons are a tool of U.S. imperial hegemony. Every president since their creation has used
them as threats against other countries to get them to behave in line with U.S. empire.

We have recently seen this exact strategy play out in the U.S. war on Iran. If we continue to give into the
narrative that we need nuclear weapons for protection then we are either capitulating to the will of the
U.S. and Western imperial ruling class, or we are just afraid of having done to us what our country has
done to others since the creation of nuclear weapons.

If we are fine with allowing nuclear weapons to exist past our lifetimes, giving more time for the U.S. to
possibly commit nuclear genocide or mass extinction, then we should keep the original wording. If we
actually want to work to eliminate nuclear weapons, then we should update our wording to reflect this
intent. The effect of this change will be to prevent new membership from disengaging their activity
within the organization due to ideological conflict.

Submitted by Bryson Ripley. Endorsed by VFP Chapter 97 — Kansas City.

Resolution 2026-1: Calling for the Abolition of the U.S.-Japan Joint Committee

Whereas, the U.S.-Japan Joint Committee, the operational body for the 1960 U.S.-Japan Status of Forces
Agreement, is composed of top U.S. military officials and Japanese foreign and defense bureaucrats; and

Whereas, the Committee has exerted pressure that takes precedence over deliberations in the Japanese
Diet, granting extraterritorial privileges to the U.S. military and influencing Japanese domestic politics to
align with U.S. strategic interests in East Asia, constituting interference in Japan's internal affairs; and

Whereas, the U.S.-Japan Joint Committee has functioned as an institutional instrument through which
U.S. military dominance over Japan and the continued colonial subordination of Okinawa have been
maintained; and



Whereas, 70% of U.S. military bases in Japan are concentrated in Okinawa, which comprises only 0.6% of
Japan's land area, while joint military exercises continue alongside the construction and expansion of
Self-Defense Forces garrisons in the Yaeyama Islands and elsewhere in Japan; and

Whereas, these conditions demonstrate that Japan functions as a U.S. colony and that Okinawa remains
a colony of both Japan and the United States;

Therefore, be it resolved, that Veterans For Peace calls for the immediate abolition of the U.S.-Japan
Joint Committee; and

Be it further resolved, that Veterans For Peace supports the restoration of democratic accountability,
respect for Japanese and Okinawan self-determination, and an end to policies that subordinate them to
U.S. military and strategic interests.

Submitted by Rachel Clark, on behalf of VFP Chapter 1004 — Japan.

Resolution 2026-2: Opposing the Institutional Integration of the U.S. and Israeli Militaries

Whereas, the United States continues to provide military and diplomatic support for Israel despite its
ongoing genocide against Palestinians and repeated violations of international law; and

Whereas, recent proposals within the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) and related legislation
seek to institutionalize deeper military integration between the United States and Israel through
expanded military, intelligence, and technological cooperation; and

Whereas, permanent institutional integration differs fundamentally from military cooperation between
sovereign nations by weakening congressional oversight, constitutional accountability, democratic
transparency, and independent national decision-making while increasing the likelihood of future
military entanglements; and

Whereas, proposals to integrate the military and intelligence institutions of the United States with those
of Israel—including extending veterans' benefits to members of the Israeli military—ignore the realities
of competing national interests, documented espionage, foreign influence operations, and the
constitutional obligation of the U.S. government to remain accountable first and foremost to the
American people;

Therefore, be it resolved, that Veterans For Peace (VFP) opposes any legislation, executive action, or
policy that seeks to institutionalize or permanently integrate the military, intelligence, procurement,
technological, or command relationships of the United States and Israel, or those of any other foreign
nation; and

Be it further resolved, that VFP opposes extending veterans' benefits, status, or privileges intended to
honor service to the United States to members of any foreign military; and

Be it further resolved, that VFP calls for an immediate end to U.S. military support facilitating genocide,
war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other violations of international law, and urges Congress, VFP
members, chapters, and the public to oppose proposals for permanent military integration and instead
support diplomacy, constitutional accountability, national sovereignty, and international law.

Submitted by Gerry Condon and Josh Shurley, VFP Board of Directors. Endorsed by the VFP Resolutions
Committee

Resolution 2026-3: Reduce Risk of a Nuclear War with North Korea



Whereas, the Korean Peninsula remains in a state of war due to the continuing refusal of the U.S.
government and military-industrial complex to end the Korean War with a peace treaty;

Whereas, current U.S. nuclear policy allows for the first use of nuclear weapons if the United States
becomes involved in a conventional armed conflict with another country, while North Korea adopted a
similar nuclear doctrine in 2022;

Whereas, the U.S. incorporated a nuclear war scenario into major U.S.-ROK (South Korea) joint military
exercises in 2023 and, according to news reports, has conducted both conventional and nuclear war
exercises involving the DPRK (North Korea) since then; and

Whereas, if another armed conflict breaks out on the Korean Peninsula, there is now a heightened risk
that such fighting could quickly escalate into a nuclear war between the United States and North Korea;

Therefore, Be It Resolved, Veterans For Peace, voting by its members in 2026,

1. Calls upon the U.S. government to stop its nuclear war drills against North Korea, including those
anticipated with the ROK in August 2026;

2. Calls upon the U.S. government to stop deploying its nuclear assets, such as nuclear-armed
submarines and B-52H bombers, to the Korean Peninsula;

3. Urgesthe U.S. government to take confidence-building measures to create a positive
environment for talks with the DPRK government; and

4. Urges the U.S. and DPRK governments to establish a military hotline to reduce the risk of a
nuclear war resulting from accidents or miscalculation.

Submitted by John Kim and Ann Wright. Cosponsored by VFP's Korea Peace Campaign and VFP Chapter
113 (Hawaii)

Resolution 2026-4: Confronting Techno-Fascism: Opposing Al Militarism and the Militarization of Civilian
Infrastructure

Whereas, military planners increasingly describe artificial intelligence (Al) data centers as critical military
infrastructure supporting intelligence, surveillance, autonomous systems, targeting, logistics, and future
warfare, further blurring the distinction between civilian and military infrastructure; and

Whereas, Veterans For Peace (VFP) members have firsthand experience with how technologies and
doctrines developed for war frequently "boomerang" into domestic policing and surveillance, expanding
state power while eroding civil liberties and democratic accountability; and

Whereas, Al-enabled surveillance technologies (including automated license plate readers, facial
recognition, predictive policing, biometric databases, drones, and massive data collection), together with
rapidly expanding Al infrastructure, further concentrate public power in the hands of private technology
corporations while pushing extreme financial burdens, resource drain, and environmental damage onto
vulnerable frontline communities, often without substantive public participation or democratic consent;

Therefore be it resolved, that VFP opposes the expansion and normalization of Al infrastructure and
Al-enabled surveillance technologies that facilitate increasingly automated warfare, pervasive
surveillance, corporate concentration, and systems of social control while bypassing democratic
oversight and community consent and imposing unacceptable environmental and social costs on our
communities; and

Be it further resolved, that VFP opposes the use of artificial intelligence to expand warfare, autonomous
weapons, mass surveillance, political repression, immigration enforcement, predictive policing, and
other violations of fundamental civil liberties; and



Be it further resolved, that VFP urges its chapters and members to educate the public, working in
coalition with organizations defending peace, civil liberties, environmental justice, racial justice, and
democratic governance, and encourages all chapters and members to investigate, expose, and oppose
militarized Al infrastructure and surveillance technologies within their own communities in pursuit of our
shared vision of Peace at Home, Peace Abroad.

Submitted by Josh Shurley and Gerry Condon, VFP Board of Directors. Endorsed by the VFP Resolutions
Committee.

Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, August 8, 2026, ANNUAL MEETING Minutes

PRESENT: Ellen Barfield, Ellen Davidson, Enya Anderson, Gerry Condon, Josh Shurley, James Smith, Kelly
Wadsworth, Michael McPhearson, Michael Wong, Mike Tork, Paul Cox (notes), Stephen Zollman, Susan
Schnall, Windsor Wade

9:46:44 am ET, Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played.

Board self-Introductions:

Mike Wong: Co-chairs with Michael Kramer of the China Working Group, VP of SF Chapter 69,
and cofounder of .... He was a resister of the war in Vietnam.

Stephen Zollman: Serves on the TJC, Bylaws Committee, and Nominations Committee, he works
on SOVA issues. He is the Mayor of

Kelly Wadsworth: She is a member of Chapter 132 in Salem OR,and works with the Poor Peoples
Campaign, She is the TIC Chair and will be going on the Japan delegation with Rachel Clark this year.

Ellen Barfield: Was previously on the board (2000-2008), and again 2024—. In Baltimore, she
works with Peace Action WBW, Peace Action, etc. Working on Palestinian issue and the
Hiroshima/Nagasaki Committee. On board, chair of Nominating Committee

Windsor Wade: Retired School teacher in upstate NY. VVEt 173d Airborne. Happy to be on the
board as a part of his work as Rapid Response Network in his county. Emeritus member of Ghandian
Network in Rochester, NY

Mike Tork: Treasurer of VFP and SOAW, and spends a lot of time in El Salvador observing
elections since 2009. Built playground and library in Sasebo until a cartel came in and ran people out,
though some disa

Paul Cox: Board Secretary, which includes membership in the ExComm, keeping Board and
ExComm minutes. Within his two chapters, Chapter 69 in San Francisco (in which he was a founder), and
Vietnam “Hoa Binh” Chapter 160, he is in the leadership groups. He is one of the main organizers of 12
educational tours to Vietnam as a part of Chapter 160’s work. He is also part of VFP project, Vietnam
Agent Orange Relief and Responsibility Campaign.

Josh Shurley, Fresno Chapter 180, participates in the various local orgs, and is the V-P of VFP,
and Chair of the Membership Committee

Enya Anderson: Albuquerque Chapter 63, participated in the GR, Provides housing for homeless
vets, and DVAP, Nica Cuba, VA committee for MINORIty veterans, and coaches kids in the

Gerry Condon: honored to participate in the Board. He serves as chair of the Mobilization
Committee, Veterans Against Fascism Coalition. Reps VFP to a number of other organizations. Chairs
Communications Committee, too, including Enews (Becky) and Action Reports. For 11 years chaired the
Golden Rule Committee, though this year’s cruise on the West Coast has been cancelled due to Global
Warming created weather problems. Went to Cuba a few years ago and, with Josh Shurley went in
February to Venezuela.

Jim Smith II: Chapter 91 since 2021. On Membership Committee. Advocates for Veteran
Citizenship, and campaign for DAMN.



Ellen Davidson: Been in VFP since 2010. Has a history of activist publishing, especially the
bimonthly PPN. She is the board representative of the Associate Members. TIC Comm, Bylaws and
Resolutions, Awards. And does the tech at the convention with Trevor, Phil and ????

Susan Schnall: has been a member for about 20 years after visiting TuDo hospital in Vietnam.
She worked in public health including Bellevue Hospital.

President’s Report, Susan Schnall: (See Appendix 1). In 2022, when she took the President position, the
coffers were nearly empty, and Exec Director resigned, after which the Excomm met weekly and the
Board by Zoom monthly. She ran for the Board along with Ken Mayers and Paul Cox in 2021. We miss
Ken; he worked hard to remind people about bequests. In 2022, in recognition of the contributions and
assistance of Associate Members, we changed the bylaws to include one Associate Member on the
board. Chapter 160 has raised $360,000 to support AO/UXO visits and reminded people to get your
congressperson to support H.R. 3051 and H.R. 3052, to address the remaining AO issues in Vietnam and
the children of US vets. She read a letter from the family of “Jim” who recently gave a large bequest to
VAORRC. She suggested that people read our older minutes that are on the website:
www.vn-agentorange.org

This evening, Sat Aug 8, 4 pm, in Room 420, the delegation from VAVA will be talking prior to the Event
for those who want to talk with them. She reminded us to remember that the impacts of the Vietnam
War continue to affect Vietnamese and US Veterans and their children and others affected, and that the
US has the responsibility to assist them with the afflictions of AO.

We also work within the anti-nuclear movement, to ban nuclear weapons, against nuclear energy, and

for assistance to ‘downwinders’ within the general population and indigenous communities affected by
atmospheric testing, uranium mining, and nuclear waste disposal. We call for respect for the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

She recognised the work of Michael McPhearson who came back to work for VFP about 1.5 years ago.
She recognized the work of the board, Peace and Planet News and of its editorial board, and the touring
Rising Together Theater Company.

She talked about the difficulties of our times and the greed and power of the country's leadership, and
that many people turn away but not VFP. We must stop Genocide in Gaza and the West Bank, ICE in our
communities, healthcare for all, and work extraordinarily hard for peace by the membership of VFP.

Feb 25 Tribute to AAron Bushnell, Mike Wong China tour, Rachel Clark Japan tour. Airshows Jim Rine
tours and at APHA. Learn about TJC. Monthly meetings are open and available on Zoom, and an

opportunity to discuss your local issues.

There are four openings for the board and nominations are available for 10 days after this meeting
(August 18, Midnight CT).

She recognized the BillBoard Campaign in 25-35 different cities.
Treasurer’s Report, Mike Tork: See Appendix 2.

Executive Director Report, Micheal McPhearson: see Appendix 3.
Membership Report, Josh Shurley: See/Appendix 4.

Resolution Proposals, Josh Shurley: Four proposed Resolutions can be read on the VFP website. All were
supported by the Resolutions Committee and VFP Board.


https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/119/hr3051/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/119/hr3052/text
http://www.vn-agentorange.org

Bylaws Proposal, Josh Shurley: Bylaws proposal on a change to the Statement of Purpose can be read on
the VFP website. The proposed bylaws change was supported by the Bylaws Committee and the VFP
Board.

Appendix 1: President’s report to the Annual Meeting, Susan Schnall:

Appendix 2: 2026-08-08 Annual Meeting Treasurer’s Report, Mike Tork: Introduction: When we took
over the treasures’ position there was not much money. He recognized his dependence from Ken Mayer
who taught him the ropes, and Anthony Donovan who suggested we keep our money in Amalgamated
Bank.

Current Balance Unrestricted Funds = $1,174,074

Balances above 250K are not federally insured.

Need for Insured Cash Sweep (ICS) wherein some of our funds in Amalgamated are shuffled off
to 4 additional banks. We can pick which socially responsible banks will hold those funds. .

We will need to set up 5 ICS accounts. Will select where the money goes.

Amalgamated will manage all accounts.

Where our revenues came from at a glance:

2024
Membership = $113,937
Unrestricted Donations = $471,909
Total Income = $668,396
Total Expenses = $444,246
Net = $222,150

2025

Membership = $174,607 (Up 60K)
Unrestricted Donations = $296,533
Bequests = $172,043

Total Income = $816,448

Total Expenses = $697,592

Net = $118,856

2026 - Thru May:
Membership = 90K
Unrestricted Donations = $304,009
Bequests = $500,000
Total Income = $437,937
Total Expenses = $266,478
Net = $171,459

Top Expenses:
Health Insurance ~$5K/month
Salaries/Wages ~$28K/month. (Staff and contractors)
Payroll Taxes ~$2K/month
~$420K/year

Future Plans
Growing capacity - Adding staff

Long-term commitment
Added expenses



Revenues need to increase.
Has to be sustainable.

Retirement

Money management - First of probably several meetings planned. Need to create a committee.

Fundraising - Foundation Search. Enough?

Helping support the Chapters

Zinn Fund: Since 10/23 - Zinn Fund process was streamlined, making it easier for chapters to apply.
Since January 2024, VFP National has awarded 18 grants for $55,000.

Member Convention Support: Member Convention Assistance. $7,604: 25 in-person, 4 virtual.

Appendix 3: Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson:

Communications

| informed you in my last report that we are currently seeking a Strategic Communications
Consultant for a short-term contract to support a limited scope of work. The two consultants |
originally sent the request for proposals to are not available. Earlier this week, | posted the RFP
on Upwork, a freelance marketplace and work platform. | have received several inquiries.

Scope:
e Communications strategy and earned media for the annual Armistice Day campaign
® Messaging and communications support for the Refuse Orders campaign
e Communications planning and rapid-response support for national mobilizations, public actions,
and other strategic priorities as they arise
e Communications review and recommendations for the Veterans For Peace website and its
upcoming redesign
Social Media
July
Facebook 243K followers 243K followers
Twitter 35K 35K
Instagram 86.7K 86.8K
Tik Tok 3,955 Followers/62.3K Likes 3,987 Followers/63.2K Likes
YouTube 15.8K

Membership and Fundraising

| informed you in my last report that in June, Shelly and | decided to reorganize our current staff
and run a trial to manage national membership tasks. We want to determine whether we can
handle the current workload without hiring additional staff dedicated solely to member
placement, database updates, and maintenance. We also anticipate that the upcoming database
revision will increase efficiency by automating several tasks currently performed manually. Our
current staff is managing the membership tasks | previously listed. After the convention, Shelly




and | will make a formal assessment to determine whether we were successful or need to hire a
part-time person.

| also informed you that we have posted the National Organizer position on the Veterans For
Peace site and a few job boards. Earlier this week, | added it to Idealsit, an online platform and
job board that connects people with non-profit jobs. The national organizer will support national
campaigns, mobilizations, and working groups, and help with chapter development and member
organizing.

Database and Website
At the last board meeting, | notified you that we signed a contract with DKomplexers to revise
our Everyaction database. They have started the work, and it is going well. Shelly is pleased with
the progress. The current work is focused on the membership module. DKomplexer has already
made a much-needed change to the unsubscribe-from-email process that will help reduce the
number of people who are mistakenly unsubscribed. We will have a more in-depth update soon
after the convention.

After we determine the full scope of work for the database, the next project is the website.

Fundraising
Foundation Search has completed Phase 1 - Feasibility Study. They have provided us with a list of

105 granters, with fundability assessments based on historical giving trends, recommended ask
amounts, foundation contacts, and decision-maker access scores for each granter.

We are now in Phase 2: assessing the viability and interest of the identified foundations in
receiving a full grant application from Veterans For Peace, and exploring all avenues for
contacting each foundation to gauge interest in Veterans For Peace’s projects. | need to check in
for a progress update.

We will soon begin our summer appeal and renewal drive.

Organizing Priorities: I'll talk more about the 2026 Organizing Priorities on Sunday.

People’s Tribunal on U.S. Government Complicity in Gaza: The October People’s Tribunal, organized in
cooperation with WILPF and AFSC, is running into a funding glitch. AFSC may not provide the $25,000
grant. | have applied for another grant, and we are soliciting funds from sponsoring organizations. There
is a small flier about the tribunal in your convention packets requesting chapters organize watch events.
If you are interested, please let me know. You can also register on the website
https://www.peoplestribunalusgaza.org/ to host an event.

Appendix 4, Annual Membership Report, Josh Shurley:

The Membership Committee reports approximately 3,025 current members, including:

® 2,344 veterans

e 681 associate members

e Active-duty and other special membership categories are still being reconciled as part of the

ongoing database cleanup.

Recruitment has remained strong. Since January 2026, approximately 694 new members have joined
Veterans For Peace. That continues to reinforce something we have seen throughout the year: when
VFP is active, visible, and engaged in the issues of the moment, people are interested in joining us.

Our biggest membership challenge: Retention

The Committee identified retention as the primary membership challenge moving forward.


https://www.peoplestribunalusgaza.org/

e Lapsed membership has increased significantly during the year.
e Some of that increase reflects improved database reconciliation and a more accurate picture of
our membership.
e But recruitment alone is not enough. We need stronger systems for welcoming, engaging, and
retaining members once they join.
Ongoing priorities

The Membership Committee continues to focus on:

Completing the membership database cleanup
Strengthening renewal and retention efforts
Continuing New Member Orientation
Continuing regular Chapter Contacts meetings
Expanding the Regional Coordinator network
Supporting chapter development
e Creating more opportunities for members to become active in VFP’s work
Overall, there are encouraging signs. Recruitment remains strong, and VFP continues to attract new
people when the organization is visible and active. At the same time, our task for the coming year is
increasingly clear: we need to do a better job of turning new members into engaged members, and
engaged members into long-term members of Veterans For Peace.

Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, July 18, 2026, Minutes

PRESENT: Ellen Barfield, Ellen Davidson, Enya Anderson, Gerry Condon, Josh Shurley, Kelly
Wadsworth.Michael McPhearson, Michael Wong, Mike Tork, Paul Cox (notes), Stephen Zollman, Susan
Schnall. Windsor Wade Staff: Shelly Rockett. Absent: James Smith

MEMBERS PRESENT: Alice Slater, Ann Wright, Anthony Donovan, April Guardi, Art Milholland, Bob
Keilbach, Bushrod, Cara Bissell, David Cooley, David Logsdon, David Ransom, Doug Rawlings, Gene Marx,
Gerry Condon, Gerald Hassett, Greg Corning, Jackie Barshak, Jack Gilroy, James Brown, Jamey York, Jeff
Merrick, Jesse Amo, Jim Rine, Michelle Marsinette, Moji Agha, Nick Mottern, Paul DuNard, Phil Josselyn,
Regina Sneed, Sharon Agrenbright, Shelley Corteville, Steven Morgenthaler, Tark Kauf, Tess, Thomas
Leonard.

12:44 PM ET, Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played.

Pre-Meeting Comments By Members:

Dave Logson: Says hello, and that he is inspired by VFP!!!

Michelle Marsonette: She reported from the galley of the Golden Rule. It is stuck in Eureka because of
the weather, and will not be able to complete their summer, Coast o’ California, schedule. They have
been supporting a local film festival. ICE has also shown up recently in Eureka. She urged us to continue
to support the mission of the GR, and hopes to make at least some of the events in San Diego.

Jack Gilroy: Working with Ray McGovern and Rose Marie Pace, they have drafted a letter of concern
about a Cuban-Missile-Crisis-like crisis in the Middle East. The letter is on the VFP website and is
addressed to Pope Leo asking him to convene a meeting between Putin, Trump, and ??? Second, he has
worked on a play by Rising Together (https://risingtogether.theater/shows) , “Reap What You Sow, Don’t
Lose Heart “ about moral injury in the form of a discussion about war between a fighter-pilot woman
and her daughter.



https://risingtogether.theater/shows

Ann Wright: Currently Hawaii is the center of the world’s largest military exercise, Rim of the Pacific
(RIMPAC), including 30 countries’ militaries, 30,000 troops, 30 surface ships, 5 subs and 200 aircraft.
Alice Slater: reminded us of the JFK anti-nuke speech at American University, June 10, 1963. Itis
reasonable to speculate, that the speech may have contributed to the decision to murder him a few
months later on November 22. She noted how both Russia and China have been begging the US to
negotiate to eliminate the specter of nuclear annihilation:

“Today the expenditure of billions of dollars every year on weapons acquired for the
purpose of making sure we never need to use them is essential to keeping the peace.
But surely the acquisition of such idle stockpiles--which can only destroy and never

create--is not the only, much less the most efficient, means of assuring peace.” —JFK

1:04, Meeting called to order.
Checkins were made.

June 20, 2026, Minutes: Approved
Agenda: Approved

Finance Report, Mike Tork: We are on solid ground financially, but need to bring in revenue to offset our
expenses. That is, we need to fundraise. The Excomm has met with Peery and Associates, a consulting
firm specializing in retirement accounts, for advice for setting up retirement accounts for our three
eligible employees, an arrangement that is long overdue. MT is also working to arrange with banking
folks about better allocating our stored funds, because we have more cash at the moment than is
insured by the FDIC limits of $250,000 in any one bank. Amalgamated has a system to avoid that issue,
by spreading our account around to other banks. He reminded us that Zinn grants are available for
chapter work. Since the last board meeting the ExComm approved a $1,000 Zinn grant to the Okinawa
Chapter. He reported that the Billboard campaign has gone $16k beyond its budget, so he proposed
that the board cover that deficit. If we do such a project again, he promised to do a better job of
tracking costs in real time. Kelly and Stephen expressed discomfort with covering this overage without a
better explanation of what went wrong and ensuring systems are in place to prevent them from
happening again. A decision was tabled until the September meeting, when the board will get a more
detailed explanation from those involved.

Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson: see Appendix 1. Stephen raised an objection about the
$20,000 cost over income from the July 4 action. Gerry defended our paying the cost for that action
since “the costs were what they were”. Mike Tork added that we are already $6,500 into the event.
MMpc responded that we did not have an MOU other than a verbal agreement that we would cover for
our own members, and share in the costs for the overall action. While the Veterans Against Fascism
Coalition tried to raise the funds, they fell short. About Face had the most members show up, followed
by VFP, 50501, MFSO, Center On Conscience and War, and Fayetteville Resistance Coalition. He is excited
about this coalition and recognizes that we need to tighten up our financial agreements. Paul asked
about where this debt resides currently; MMc will find out. This issue will go back to ExComm, which
will bring a proposal to the September board meeting.

Resolutions and Bylaws Report, Josh Shurley: See Appendix 2 for one proposed Bylaw change, and
Appendix 3 for four submitted Resolutions.

Transformative Justice Committee, Kelly Wadsworth: This committee meets monthly, and Kelly urged
anyone who has an issue that they can assist with to attend and talk with them. She also reported that
there are invitations for training on how to work well in coalition withPeace and Justice organizations, to
articulate clearly what we are working for and against.

Personnel Committee, Paul Cox: Reported that the Employee Handbook is in process and the
committee hopes to have it in shape to present to the board for the October meeting.


https://www.jfklibrary.org/archives/other-resources/john-f-kennedy-speeches/american-university-19630610

Reports from National Projects and Working Groups:
Deported Veterans Advocacy Project, Jan Ruhman: No report.

Proposal from Tucson VFP Chapter, Cara Bissell: Cara put forth Chapter 13’s proposal for the MISMMOP
effort to end the war of aggression against Iran. Susan responded that the ExComm’s understanding is
that the project is to build a monument to those 120 children (and 50 adults) killed by US Tomahawk
missiles on the first day of the Iran War. Cara clarified that the chapter is asking the board to endorse,
but not for fiscal sponsorship. Moji clarified that the project is 10 weeks old and read an excerpt of a
letter from director of the Minab School Monument of Peace, who wants us to “support MISMMPOP
would result in building lasting peace between the people of Iran and the people of America, so that in
the future they can welcome us to Minab.” He reported that the war has done tremendous damage to
Iran, and that they are only asking for an endorsement that empowers chapters to work on it, but they
need a national organization’s endorsement to attract support from within Iran. Susan stressed that we
are clearly opposed to the war in Iran, and we certainly support Chapter 13’s (and other chapters’) work
for the MISMMAOQP. Ellen Barfield expressed that the project is not ready for our endorsement. Gerry’s
opinion was that we did not have enough information and opposed it at this time. Ellen Barfield agreed
with Gerry. Moji responded that the main org in Iran is Peace-Seeking Iranian Veterans (PIV), and
reiterated that the project is to oppose war and sanctions, and that we need peacebuilding.
Peace-seeking Iranian Veterans should be supported by VFP. In answer to Mike Wong’s question about
Iran’s right to defend itself, Moji stated that Iran has the absolute right to defend itself under
international law, though at the same time there are people within Iran who are not good. Cara
reiterated that VFP needs to call for an end to war. Paul proposed to endorse Chapter 13’s work died for
lack of a second. Kelly moved to take up to 6 months to further study the proposal, second, Gerry.
Approved. Susan asked that we get another report in a month, but did not assign the task to anyone.

President’s Report:
Convention Committee: theme: Peace Through Non-Violent Action: From Chaos to Community
Dates: August 6™-9" at the University of Missouri at Kansas City (thanks to Bryson Ripley and Kansas
City VFP chapter). Please Register,_here! Schedule here. FAQ’s here. If you have questions not
covered in FAQs, send them to convention@veteransforpeace.org.

Request for VFP Fiscal Sponsorship for Black Deported Veterans, MMc: BDV is requesting VFP to
provide fiscal sponsorship. Motion Ellen Barfield to approve, second Ellen Davidson. Approved

VFP ICE Project Proposal: Susan acknowledged that we need to move forward in this area, but the
proposal is not ready for action at this point. Tabled.

Peace and Planet News- Order!!, Ellen Davidson: They have upped their print run, June-July are still
available, and August-September edition will be out after the convention. Order PPN here!

VFP Communications Report, (covered by Michael McPhearson in his ED report, Appendix 1)
VFP Mobilization Committee Report, Gerry Condon: See Appendix 4

Board Election, Ellen Barfield: There are four seats up for election—three Veteran seats, and the one
Associate seat on the Board. Kelly Wadsworth and Ellen Davidson (seat reserved for an Associate
Member) have agreed to run for a second term. Candidates have until 10 days after the Annual Meeting
(i.e. August 18, midnight CT) to qualify for the ballot. Candidates must submit the questionnaire here.

[[Other links mentioned in the CHAT:
e Thom Hartman on Trump’s speech:
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/trump-big-lie-2026-election



https://action.veteransforpeace.org/a/vfp-2026-convention-registration
https://vfpconvention.org/convention-schedule/
https://vfpconvention.org/frequently-asked-questions/
mailto:convention@veteransforpeace.org
https://peaceandplanetnews.org/june-july-2026-order-page/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScF_ZVtxMnyJFtm5ltQDJKFe_baesxsYm_-DnY3ERn5njjvjQ/viewform
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.commondreams.org%2Fopinion%2Ftrump-big-lie-2026-election&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cae2cc9c26ce54daacbdd08dee5021616%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639199994300595371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oeLAqSUR4DRieQZN3YDlBOHy1hhH6qfCbNBSQSFCiew%3D&reserved=0

e UN Human Rights Council’s Commission of Inquiry report on Palestine and its children:
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/sessi
on62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf ]]

Next Board meeting: August 8th, 2026
Adjournment, 3:17 pm ET
POST MEETING DISCUSSION:

Cara Bissell: Expressed appreciation for board’s airing of the MISMMOP proposal though she would have
rather it had passed.

Regina Sneed: Expressed how listening to our meeting discussion energizes her. Re: Gaza Tribunal’s
timing in October is perfect timing before the election. Suggests that there should be viewing
opportunities for the tribunal. Re: July 4th, she appreciated VFPs’ taking initiative for that event, and
VFP should cough up its share of the cost overrun. Re: Resolution 4: Hoped that it has language
addressing use of Al in the military.

David Cooley: expressed surprise that no one brought up planned merging of US/Israeli military. The
ramifications are so immense that he cannot imagine them all. Gerry responded that it was discussed
earlier in the meeting.

Appendix 1: Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson:

Communications
We are currently seeking a Strategic Communications Consultant for a short-term contract to support a
limited scope of work. Scope:
e Communications planning and media outreach for the 2026 Veterans For Peace National
Convention
e Communications strategy and earned media for the annual Armistice Day campaign
® Messaging and communications support for the Refuse Orders campaign
e Communications planning and rapid-response support for national mobilizations, public actions,
and other strategic priorities as they arise
e Communications review and recommendations for the Veterans For Peace website and its
upcoming redesign

Social Media
June July
Facebook 204K followers 243K followers
Twitter 35K 35K
Instagram 85.6K 86.7K
Tik Tok 3,890/ 61K likes 3,955 Followers/62.3K Likes

Membership and Fundraising

Last month, Shelly and | decided to retrain our current staff and run a trial to manage national
membership tasks. We want to determine whether we can handle the current workload without hiring
additional staff dedicated solely to member placement, database updates, and maintenance. We also
anticipate that the upcoming database revision will increase efficiency by automating several tasks
currently performed manually. Our current staff is managing the membership tasks | previously listed.


https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf

After the convention, Shelly and | will make a formal assessment to determine whether we were
successful or need to hire a part-time person.

We have posted the National Organizer position on the Veterans For Peace site and a few job boards.
The national organizer will support national campaigns, mobilizations, and working groups, and help with
chapter development and member organizing.

Database and Website

We signed a contract with DKomplexers to revise our Everyaction database. Their proposal was the most
detailed and demonstrated a superior understanding of our needs. Shelly has met with the DKomplexer
team to begin the process, but work will not begin until after the convention.

The database revision has four phases. Phase 1. Deep Dive Assessment, Phase 2. Planning the work
based on the assessment, Phase 3. Implementation, and Phase 4. Evaluation.

After Phase 2, we should have a clearer understanding of the project’s timeline. We can then begin
planning to update the website.

Fundraising
Foundation Search has completed Phase 1 - Feasibility Study. They have provided us with a list of 105

granters, with fundability assessments based on historical giving trends, recommended ask amounts,
foundation contacts, and decision-maker access scores for each granter.

We will soon begin Phase 2 to assess the viability and interest of the identified foundations in receiving a
full grant application from Veterans For Peace, and to explore all avenues for contacting each foundation
to gauge interest in Veterans For Peace’s projects.

Next week we will email renewal reminders to members. | am preparing a summer appeal.

Reminder: Organizing Priorities
The 2026 Veterans For Peace National Work document outlines our focus areas:

e Resisting the full scope of U.S. Imperialism - “Donroe Doctrine”, Israel/Palestine, Ukraine, Iran,
Russia, China.

® Opposing fascism, authoritarianism, Mass Deportation, and building democracy.
Save Our VA

e Climate Crisis and Militarism

These priorities include the Refuse Orders Campaign and outreach to service members; Veterans
Against Genocide and Fascism; ending the war on Iran; resisting other military actions; advocating for
deported veterans; supporting the Climate Crisis tour; and SOVA organizing.

The 4th of July Veterans Against Fascism was a great success, with areas for improvement. Success-wise,
nearly 500 veterans and military families participated in our contingent, and nearly 2,000 people in the
march overall. Nearly one hundred Veterans For Peace members participated. While mainstream media
coverage was sparse, social media coverage was outstanding. Our social media efforts reached millions.
We collaborated with multiple organizations and received coverage and joint posting from indie outlets.
Our Facebook post that day generated over $500 in creator payouts (and counting).



Please see the provided social media recap and media round.

We supported members traveling to Philadelphia with $6,500. After everything is paid, the coalition has
a $20,000 deficit. There will soon be a request for funds to help cover it. The joint cost includes food, art
materials for the banners and signs, and other shared items.

Areas for improvement include better internal communication and increasing our capacity to work in the
coalition.

A coalition priority is to help ensure free and fair elections with an emphasis on intervening with the
National Guard and ICE. More to come from the coalition soon.

The midterms are also a concern for Veterans For Peace in our efforts to confront authoritarianism in our
peace at home peace abroad framework. The midterm elections are on the horizon. Veterans For Peace
national and local chapters should prepare for one of two possibilities: widespread election interference
by the Trump regime and his supporters, or an attempt to call off the elections. Trump’s speech,
executive order, and the regime’s follow-up actions and threats provide us with a clear indication that we
should prepare for election interference scenarios.

We continue to prepare for the national convention.

Veterans For Peace is partnering with the Women'’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)
and the American Friends Service Committee to organize a People’s Tribunal on Gaza. The event is
scheduled for October 10 in Seattle, WA, and planning is well underway. We have made a formal

announcement about the event. The website is https://www.peoplestribunalusgaza.org/. We will
contact chapters to host watch events with members of VFP, WILPF, and AFSC.

Appendix 2: Bylaw Amendment 2026-1, presented by Josh Shurley:

Requested changes/additions to: ARTICLE II. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE with additions in boldface and

deletions tred-threush
ART. Il. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

We, as military veterans, do hereby affirm our greater responsibility to serve the cause of world peace.
To this end we will work, with others both nationally and internationally:

1. To increase public awareness of the causes and costs of war

2. To restrain our governments from intervening, overtly and covertly, in the internal affairs of other
nations

3. To resist racism and repression in our home communities

4. To oppose the militarization of law enforcement

5. To end the arms race and te+edguee-and-eventaaty eliminate nuclear weapons

6. To seek justice for veterans and victims of war

7. To abolish war as an instrument of national policy.

8. To promote a sustainable and peaceful world

To achieve these goals, members of Veterans For Peace pledge to use non-violent means and to maintain
an organization that is both democratic and open with the understanding that all members are trusted to
act in the best interests of the group for the larger purpose of world peace. (Amended July 2026 Atgtrst
2024)

Original Wording:

5. To end the arms race and to reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear weapons
(Amended August 2024)


https://www.peoplestribunalusgaza.org/

Proposed Language:

5. To end the arms race and toredtceandeventuaty eliminate nuclear weapons
(Amended July 2026 Atugust2624)

Rationale for Requested Change:
The current language is milquetoast, demotivating, and plays directly into the strategy of U.S. empire.

Nuclear weapons are a tool of U.S. imperial hegemony. Every president since their creation has used
them as threats against other countries to get them to behave in line with U.S. empire.

We have recently seen this exact strategy play out in the U.S. war on Iran. If we continue to give into the
narrative that we need nuclear weapons for protection then we are either capitulating to the will of the
U.S. and Western imperial ruling class, or we are just afraid of having done to us what our country has
done to others since the creation of nuclear weapons.

If we are fine with allowing nuclear weapons to exist past our lifetimes, giving more time for the U.S. to
possibly commit nuclear genocide or mass extinction, then we should keep the original wording. If we
actually want to work to eliminate nuclear weapons, then we should update our wording to reflect this
intent. The effect of this change will be to prevent new membership from disengaging their activity
within the organization due to ideological conflict.

Submitted by Bryson Ripley. Endorsed by VFP Chapter 97 — Kansas City

Appendix 3: Submitted Resolutions, presented by Josh Shurley:

2026-1: Calling for the Abolition of the U.S.-Japan Joint Committee

Whereas, the U.S.-Japan Joint Committee, the operational body for the 1960 U.S.-Japan Status of Forces
Agreement, is composed of top U.S. military officials and Japanese foreign and defense bureaucrats; and

Whereas, the Committee has exerted pressure that takes precedence over deliberations in the Japanese
Diet, granting extraterritorial privileges to the U.S. military and influencing Japanese domestic politics to
align with U.S. strategic interests in East Asia, constituting interference in Japan's internal affairs; and

Whereas, the U.S.-Japan Joint Committee has functioned as an institutional instrument through which U.S.
military dominance over Japan and the continued colonial subordination of Okinawa have been
maintained; and

Whereas, 70% of U.S. military bases in Japan are concentrated in Okinawa, which comprises only 0.6% of
Japan's land area, while joint military exercises continue alongside the construction and expansion of
Self-Defense Forces garrisons in the Yaeyama Islands and elsewhere in Japan; and

Whereas, these conditions demonstrate that Japan functions as a U.S. colony and that Okinawa remains a
colony of both Japan and the United States;

Therefore, be it resolved, that Veterans For Peace calls for the immediate abolition of the U.S.-Japan Joint
Committee; and

Be it further resolved, that Veterans For Peace supports the restoration of democratic accountability,
respect for Japanese and Okinawan self-determination, and an end to policies that subordinate them to

U.S. military and strategic interests.

Submitted by Rachel Clark, on behalf of VFP Chapter 1004 — Japan.



2026-2: Opposing the Institutional Integration of the U.S. and Israeli Militaries

Whereas, the United States continues to provide military and diplomatic support for Israel
despite its ongoing genocide against Palestinians and repeated violations of international law;
and

Whereas, recent proposals within the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) and related
legislation seek to institutionalize deeper military integration between the United States and
Israel through expanded military, intelligence, and technological cooperation; and

Whereas, permanent institutional integration differs fundamentally from military cooperation
between sovereign nations by weakening congressional oversight, constitutional accountability,
democratic transparency, and independent national decision-making while increasing the
likelihood of future military entanglements; and

Whereas, proposals to integrate the military and intelligence institutions of the United States
with those of Israel—including extending veterans' benefits to members of the Israeli
military—ignore the realities of competing national interests, documented espionage, foreign
influence operations, and the constitutional obligation of the U.S. government to remain
accountable first and foremost to the American people;

Therefore, be it resolved, that Veterans For Peace (VFP) opposes any legislation, executive
action, or policy that seeks to institutionalize or permanently integrate the military, intelligence,
procurement, technological, or command relationships of the United States and Israel, or those
of any other foreign nation; and

Be it further resolved, that VFP opposes extending veterans' benefits, status, or privileges
intended to honor service to the United States to members of any foreign military; and

Be it further resolved, that VFP calls for an immediate end to U.S. military support facilitating
genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other violations of international law, and
urges Congress, VFP members, chapters, and the public to oppose proposals for permanent
military integration and instead support diplomacy, constitutional accountability, national
sovereignty, and international law.

Submitted by Gerry Condon and Josh Shurley, VFP Board of Directors. Endorsed by the VFP Resolutions
Committee

2026-3: Reduce Risk of a Nuclear War with North Korea

Whereas, the Korean Peninsula remains in a state of war due to the continuing refusal of the U.S.
government and military-industrial complex to end the Korean War with a peace treaty;

Whereas, current U.S. nuclear policy allows for the first use of nuclear weapons if the United States
becomes involved in a conventional armed conflict with another country, while North Korea adopted a
similar nuclear doctrine in 2022;

Whereas, the U.S. incorporated a nuclear war scenario into major U.S.-ROK (South Korea) joint military
exercises in 2023 and, according to news reports, has conducted both conventional and nuclear war
exercises involving the DPRK (North Korea) since then; and

Whereas, if another armed conflict breaks out on the Korean Peninsula, there is now a heightened risk
that such fighting could quickly escalate into a nuclear war between the United States and North Korea;

Therefore, Be It Resolved, Veterans For Peace, voting by its members in 2026,



1. Calls upon the U.S. government to stop its nuclear war drills against North Korea, including those
anticipated with the ROK in August 2026;

2. Calls upon the U.S. government to stop deploying its nuclear assets, such as nuclear-armed
submarines and B-52H bombers, to the Korean Peninsula;

3. Urges the U.S. government to take confidence-building measures to create a positive
environment for talks with the DPRK government; and

4. Urges the U.S. and DPRK governments to establish a military hotline to reduce the risk of a
nuclear war resulting from accidents or miscalculation.

Submitted by John Kim and Ann Wright. Cosponsored by VFP's Korea Peace Campaign and VFP
Chapter 113 (Hawaii)

2026-4: Confronting Techno-Fascism: Opposing Al Militarism and the Militarization of
Civilian Infrastructure

Whereas, military planners increasingly describe artificial intelligence (Al) data centers as critical
military infrastructure supporting intelligence, surveillance, autonomous systems, targeting,
logistics, and future warfare, further blurring the distinction between civilian and military
infrastructure; and

Whereas, Veterans For Peace (VFP) members have firsthand experience with how technologies
and doctrines developed for war frequently "boomerang" into domestic policing and
surveillance, expanding state power while eroding civil liberties and democratic accountability;
and

Whereas, Al-enabled surveillance technologies (including automated license plate readers, facial
recognition, predictive policing, biometric databases, drones, and massive data collection),
together with rapidly expanding Al infrastructure, further concentrate public power in the hands
of private technology corporations while pushing extreme financial burdens, resource drain, and
environmental damage onto vulnerable frontline communities, often without substantive public
participation or democratic consent;

Therefore be it resolved, that VFP rejects the normalization of civilian infrastructure whose
primary strategic value is to facilitate increasingly automated warfare, mass surveillance, and
systems of social control; and

Be it further resolved, that VFP opposes the use of artificial intelligence to expand warfare,
autonomous weapons, mass surveillance, political repression, immigration enforcement,
predictive policing, and other violations of fundamental civil liberties; and

Be it further resolved, that VFP urges its chapters and members to educate the public, work in
coalition with organizations defending peace, civil liberties, environmental justice, racial justice,
and democratic governance, and encourages all chapters and members to investigate, expose,
and oppose militarized Al infrastructure and surveillance technologies within their own
communities in pursuit of our shared vision of Peace at Home, Peace Abroad.

Submitted by Josh Shurley and Gerry Condon, VFP Board of Directors. Endorsed by the VFP
Resolutions Committee

Appendix 4: MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE REPORT, Gerry Condon
Veterans Against Fascism July 4 March in Philadelphia



Veterans For Peace helped to organize a major action on the 4* of July in Philadelphia and we mobilized
VFP members from around the country to participate in what will probably be considered a historic

veterans action. Marching together under the banner, Veterans Against Fascism, were About Face —
Veterans Against the War (the primary organizer), Veterans For Peace, 50501 Vets, Common Defense,
Military Families Speak Out and the Center on Conscience and War — around 500 in total, including a
dozen active duty members of the military. Veterans Against Fascism, with banners calling for End the
Forever Wars, Refuse lllegal Orders and Abolish ICE, were the first contingent in a larger Philadelphia
coalition march, with another 1,000 participants. As many as 60 VFP members traveled to Philadelphia
to be part of this historic march. VFP Executive Director Michael McPhearson was very involved with the
organizing from the beginning, and he made a powerful and well-received speech that was recorded and
was viewed many times on social media. Chris Smiley, VFP’s social media staffer, reported that over one
million people viewed our various posts on Instagram, Facebook and other social media platforms.

Powerful Coalition of Veterans, Active-Duty members, and Military Families

One of the biggest victories was that this coalition worked very well together, everyone felt very good
about the process and the results, and they want to continue working together. They are looking now
toward focusing on defending what is left of democracy in this country. In particular, Veterans Against
Fascism intends to defend the upcoming midterm elections from President Trump’s growing threat to do
everything in his power to avoid the historic Republican defeat that is widely expected. Many fear that
Trump could even cancel the elections. Trump’s speech to the nation this week, he clearly is laying the
ground for undermining the election, and for not accepting its results. He is blaming undocumented
immigrants, dead people and now China for illegal voting and for interfering in the US election.

As Thom Hartmann wrote this week in Common Dreams:
Lying, Cheating, Stealing Trump Just Told Us Exactly What He Will Do This Democrats Win

He’ll mobilize ICE and the National Guard’s “Rapid Reaction Force” that he’s assembled over the past six
months to seize ballot boxes and crush the inevitable “insurrection” — protests in the streets against his
seizing ballot boxes — by “left-wing communist radical domestic terrorists.”

He’ll declare a state of emergency, invoke his NSPM-7, and blame it on a foreign country and/or “Antifa.”

Coupled with this blatant threat against the US elections is a campaign rolled out this week against
alleged “communists” and what the administration is calling “political terrorists,” a term that applies to
any of Trump’s enemies, from the Democrats to actual left-leaning, progressive organizations.

Trump’s deputy chief of staff Stephen Miller, an out-and-out white supremacist who has directed the
strategy of attacking immigrants and the attacks on fishing boats and alleged drug smugglers in South
America, is bragged that “for the first time in American history,” NSPM-7 would direct “all of our law
enforcement and intelligence agencies to work together... ...to disrupt, identify, defund, de-bank,
arrest, prosecute these political terrorists that are operating within our country.”
https://www.commondreams.org/news/stephen-miller-nspm-7

We must get ready to defend our movements for peace and justice, solidarity, sustainability and
democracy.

These are not just idle threats. They are also being repeated by Secretary of State Marco Rubio and they
are being activated and weaponized. So the commitment of the Veterans Against Fascism coalition to
defend the elections is right on time. Aside from defending the elections, we will also need to defend


https://countercurrents.org/2026/07/over-500-veterans-military-members-and-families-marched-in-philadelphia-against-fascism-and-war/?nvep=&hmac=&emci=770608ff-127f-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://peaceandplanetnews.org/largest-gathering-of-service-members-for-anti-war-protest-since-vietnam/?nvep=&hmac=&emci=770608ff-127f-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.commondreams.org/tag/protests
https://hartmannreport.com/p/thought-crimes-the-knock-on-the-door-25b
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/trump-big-lie-2026-election
https://www.commondreams.org/news/stephen-miller-nspm-7

those who come under attack for being “political terrorists,” and this might even mean defending
Veterans Against Fascism and defending Veterans For Peace.

While this must be a priority in the coming months, we cannot allow it to distract us from the escalation
of the US/Israeli war against Iran, Lebanon and Palestine. The US has been bombing Iran for the last 8 or
9 nights and is beginning to systematically target civilian infrastructure (and civilians). A broad coalition
of antiwar groups are calling for an emergency mobilization on Tuesday, July 28, five months since the
US/Israeli attack began on February 28. Veterans For Peace join that call, and encourage our chapters
and members to participate. That is just 10 days from now.

Nationally-Coordinated Actions — Refuse lllegal Orders

The Mobilization Committee met last week and reaffirmed our long discussed plan to have a nationally
coordinated day of action at military bases and recruiting stations to call on active duty military and
National Guard members to refuse illegal orders, whether they are to deploy to an illegal war of
aggression, or support racist ICE attacks on immigrant communities, or to suppress demonstrations in
defense of our elections.

We are looking at a date in early October. We will be meeting again soon to choose a date and to begin
organizing a nationally-coordinated action, and inviting allied organizations to join us. Given the timing —
the simultaneous escalation of the war at home and the war abroad — this could be a very important
mobilization. While this is now viewed as an initiative of Veterans For Peace, we will certainly want to
coordinate with the plans of the Veterans Against Fascism coalition. We need more hands on deck to
help with this organizing and mobilizing. People who want to step up and help should get in touch can
contact me, Justin Loza, or Michael McPhearson.

We have some really important and momentous work to do in the coming months. The political,
economic and humanitarian situation in the U.S. and the world is rapidly changing, with dramatic
challenges. Veterans For Peace is now challenged to step up and to play an important role in meeting
these challenges to secure Peace at Home and Peace Abroad.

Respectfully submitted: Gerry Condon, July 18, 2026

Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, June 20, 2026, Minutes

PRESENT: Ellen Barfield, Enya Anderson, Gerry Condon, Josh Shurley, James Smith, Kelly
Wadsworth.Michael McPhearson, Michael Wong, Mike Tork, Paul Cox (notes), Stephen Zollman, Susan
Schnall. Staff: Shelly Rockett. Absent: Ellen Davidson, Windsor Wade.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Adam Marshall (VFP 21/34), Adam Toohthaker, Al Glatkowski, Anthony, Craig
Klawuhn, Dale Herman, Dave Borton, David Logsdon, Dirk Lackovich-Van Gorp, Gene Marx, Gerry
Werhann, Gerald Hassett, Greg Corning, Jackie Barshak, Jamey York, Jack Talcott, Jason, Jean Morris,
Jim, Jim McKinney, Joe, Joe Marcinkowski, Lola Moonfrog, Martha Spiess, Mekor, Micheal Dempsey,
Mickael Kerr, Michelle Marsinette, Monica McFarland, Nancy Rivers, Paul DuNard, Rachel Clark, Regina
Sneed, Shelley Corteville, Steve Morse, Susan Lamont, Thomas Leonard, Vince Dijanich.



12:44 PM ET, Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played.

Pre-Meeting Comments By Members:
David Lagsdon: Reminded us that a film to be shown at the Convention, A Doctrine of Discovery, will
include Mitch Walking Elk, so he urged everyone to register for the Convention, Aug 6-9, _here .

12:53: Meeting called to order
Checkins:

May 16, 2026 Minutes: Accepted
Agenda: Accepted

Finance Report, Mike Tork: We are on solid financial ground but this is not a time to sit back and
not actively fundraise.
Balances - Slight dip, but nothing to be worried about. May and June can be low-revenue
months. We have $694K in unrestricted funds. We have a list of 14 priorities that are intended
to make us a stronger and more effective organization. We want to use our money wisely, but
progress on those priorities is a little slow.
Budget - Due to a large bequest earlier in the year, we are well ahead even though the May
expenses were slightly higher than the income .
Zinn Fund Awards :

e Madison Chapter for a billboard. Other chapters should also consider billboards in their

communities.
e NY Chapter for Fleet Week

Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson: See/Appendix 1. Additional notes:

Midterms: We need free and fair elections, and what to do if the Regime tries to call it off). Michael
suggests that chapters and members find out about what is happening locally so you know what to do if
the elections are damaged by the Regime. We also, as an organization need to stay in our lane as for a
501c3; that is, chapters cannot support candidates. Certainly chapter members, as individuals, can.

Membership Committee, Josh Shurley: See Appendix 2. Membership numbers are stable with slight
trend upward with just over 3,500, we welcomed 69 new members to VFP. But the main issue is lapses.
Database fixes will help address this. He urged members to make and encourage others to make
recurring monthly donations of any size. .

Convention-Related Committees (Awards, Resolutions, Bylaws), Josh Shurley: See Appendix 3.
Nomination period for Awards, and proposed Resolutions or Bylaw changes ends July 9. Past
resolutions can be found at: VFP Resolutions | Veterans For Peace

Transformative Justice Committee, Kelly Wadsworth: Committee is continuing to meet and address
Reports from National Projects and Working Groups:

Vietnam Agent Orange Relief and Responsibility Campaign, Paul Cox and Susan Schnall: Reported that
at the VFP convention in Kansas City we will be hosting a delegation of AO victims and leaders of VAVA.

Veterans For Inner Peace, Gerry Whethan: Reported the history of VFIP, and asked that we all eliminate
distractions while he reported: He joined about 2003, and moved to the Asheville Chapter in 2013,
where they hosted the 2014 convention. Over the last 13 years, he realized that working for peace is not,
in itself, the pathway to being at peace. He found the working group Veterans For Inner Peace on our


https://action.veteransforpeace.org/a/vfp-2026-convention-registration
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/who-we-are/governance/vfp-resolutions

website, but the folks who started it had fallen away from the task, so he has reanimated it. They have
since offered a workshop at the last convention and have applied to do so again at this convention. They
also have a Peace Education Program to attract folks to develop a mindset to push on, push on. They
have also submitted a change top their website page:
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/our-work/working-groups/veterans-inner-peace with email and
phone: PeacedVeteransClass@gmail.com; (410) 392-9700. Craig Klawuhn added that as a VVet, he was
glad to hear about the VAORRC. He met Ken Rawlins, a peace ambassador, who spoke in 83 countries in
2025, and developed the Peace Education Program, which has been adapted for veterans. It consists of
10, 1-hour classes, weekly. They will have a table at the convention. They hope that this program will
take root in VFP. Link to program: https://tprf.org/peace-education-program/veterans

Golden Rule, Michelle Marsonette: The Golden rule has undergone some major repairs that has put it
about three weeks behind and is ready to sail again! They have a sklpper Steven Buck, and three other

schedule is here:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CUFzkWBHrytjeOStU3ZC5B7LvISEHY5g5dw3eATEKYA/edit?us
p=sharing. They will start in San Diego, then Ensenada (with Deported Veterans Advocacy Project), San
Pedro (where the original crew struck off from), Ventura, Santa Barbara, Morro Bay, Monterey, San
Francisco, Bodega Bay, and home to Eureka. James Smith mentioned that he would like to participate in
the Ensenada/San Diego leg.

Fri 7/10 - Tue 7/14: Oceanside Wed 8/5 - Fri 8/7: Santa Barbara

Wed 7/15 - Sun 7/19: Ensenada Sat 8/8 - Mon 8/10: Morro Bay

Mon 7/20 - Tue 7/28: San Diego Tue 8/11 - Thu 8/13: Monterey

Wed 7/29 - Sat 8/1: San Pedro Fri 8/14 - Sun 8/16: Santa Cruz

Sun 8/2 - Tue 8/4: Ventura Mon 8/17 - Thu 8/20: San Francisco Bay

Fri 8/21 - Tue 8/25: Bodega Bay

President’s Report, Susan Schnall:
Billboard Campaign: A new billboard is up at Camp Schwab in Okinawa, and also one in Puerto Rico.
There are now about 15 billboards up, but we need an on the ground campaign.
Convention Committee: Theme: Peace Through Non-Violent Action: From Chaos to Community :
Registration is up on the www.vetransforpeace.org site. Dates: August 6th-9th University of Missouri
at Kansas City (thanks to Bryson Ripley and Kansas City VFP chapter)
Banners now available:

ICE Out of our Communities:

Uncle Sam: Refuse lllegal Orders
Peace and Planet News- Order!! The June/luly edition is now available, here:
https://peaceandplanetnews.org/

VFP Communications Committee, Gerry Condon: See Appendix 4. Mike Tork suggested that Chapters
should try to help members with travel expenses to the July 4 mobilization in Philly, and that others, who
cannot make the trip can donate to the effort through VFP.

VFP Mobilization Committee, Gerry Condon: See Appendix 5.

Next Board meeting: Jul 18, 2026 9:40 am PT, 12:40 pm ET

Adjournment 2:23 pm ET


https://www.veteransforpeace.org/our-work/working-groups/veterans-inner-peace
https://tprf.org/peace-education-program/veterans/
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/our-work/vfp-national-projects/golden-rule-boat-project
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CUFzkWBHrytjeOStU3ZC5B7LvI5EHy5g5dw3eATEKyA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CUFzkWBHrytjeOStU3ZC5B7LvI5EHy5g5dw3eATEKyA/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.vetransforpeace.org
https://peaceandplanetnews.org/

Post-Meeting Discussion:
Adam Marshall: A Veteran Member of Citizen Movement/ He was arrested in May, 2026, at
Delaney Hall Concentration Camp in Newark. There is currently a hunger strike, demanding
release of women, arrest of the guard who is sexually assaulting women. Adam’s own arrest was
targeted. Many of the ICE guards who were veterans harassed him, and it is a frightening
development that they often learned their techniques in Afghanistan and Irag. He still believes
we can put an end to this system and behaviors.
Jame Smith: has just been visiting a veteran, Benito Mirmanda Hernandez who was arrested last
week and is held at Otai Mesa Detention Center. Black Deported Veterans will hold a press
conference on June 28 at the detention center.
Shelly Rockett: Register for the VFP Convention in Kansas City, MO Aug 6-9.
https://action.veteransforpeace.org/a/vfp-2026-convention-registrationth -
Submit your ad for the convention handbook -
https://shopvfp.org/product/2026-convention-ads-submission-deadline-is-friday-july-17-2026/
Regina Sneed: She reported on 8 people in Prairieland Tx, convicted and about to be sentenced.
In SF, there are a number of people under trial, who may be convicted. And others. Necessity
defenses are not as effective as they often were in the past, though local district attorneys have
the most effect on this issue.

Appendix 1: ED Report
Communications: | continue to explore changes to enhance the Veterans For Peace communications
team. | will have a decision made about the scope of the changes in the next two weeks.

Each month, | will provide this social media presence report: Facebook 204K followers, 15.7K
subscribers, Twitter 35K, Instagram 85.6K. TikTok 3,890/ 61K likes

Membership and Fundraising: After several membership review meetings with Shelly Rockett, the VFP

Business Manager, we decided to retrain our current staff and run a six-week trial to manage national
membership tasks. We want to determine whether we can handle the current workload without hiring
additional staff dedicated solely to member placement, database updates, and maintenance. We
anticipate that the upcoming database revision will also increase efficiency by automating several tasks
currently performed manually.

It is my intent to hire a national organizer to support national campaigns, mobilizations, and working
groups, and to help with chapter development and member organizing.

Database and Website: After reviewing proposals from Franklin Pierce Northwest and DKomplexers, the
Excom, with support from Shelly Rocket, our business manager, decided to contract with DKomplexers.
Their proposal was the most detailed and demonstrated a superior understanding of our needs. We are
currently reviewing the contract and look forward to signing it next week, with work on the database to
begin shortly thereafter.

The database revision has four phases. Phase 1. Deep Dive Assessment, Phase 2. Planning the work
based on the assessment, Phase 3 Implementation, and Phase 4 Evaluation.

After Phase 2, we should have a clearer understanding of the project’s timeline. We can then begin
planning to update the website.

Foundation Search: We are currently in Phase 1, or beginning Phase 2, of grant writing with Foundation

Search. | must contact the company for a status update, and | will update you.


https://action.veteransforpeace.org/a/vfp-2026-convention-registration
https://shopvfp.org/product/2026-convention-ads-submission-deadline-is-friday-july-17-2026/
https://shopvfp.org/product/2026-convention-ads-submission-deadline-is-friday-july-17-2026/

PHASE 1 — FEASIBILITY STUDY An 8-week Feasibility Study assesses your organization’s potential
to secure foundation funding. It includes a strategic review of 240,000+ U.S. and 10,000+
Canadian foundations. Key deliverables:

e Fundability assessment based on historical giving trends

® Geographic and mission alignment with prospective funders

e Recommended ask amount

e Foundation contact and decision-maker access scores

PHASE 2 - Prospect Outreach The purpose of this assignment is to assess the viability and
interest of the foundations identified in the Phase 1 feasibility study in receiving a full grant
application from the organization. Foundation Search will explore all avenues to contact each
foundation to establish interest in Veterans For Peace’s project.

Reminder: Organizing Priorities: The 2026 Veterans For Peace National Work document outlines our
focus areas.
® Resisting the full scope of U.S. Imperialism - Donroe Doctrine, Israel/Palestine, Ukraine, Iran,
Russia, China.
® Opposing fascism, authoritarianism, Mass Deportation, and building democracy.
Save Our VA
Climate Crisis and Militarism

These priorities include the Refuse Orders Campaign and outreach to service members; Veterans Against
Genocide and Fascism; ending the war on Iran; resisting other military actions; advocating for deported
veterans; supporting the Climate Crisis tour; and SOVA organizing.

We are organizing members for a 4th of July march in Philadelphia under the banner Veterans Against
Fascism. It is the same group that organized the April action in DC. The groups include About Face:
Veterans Against the War, 50501 Veterans, Common Defense, Fayetteville Resistance Coalition, Center on
Conscience and War, and Military Families Speak Out, and are supported by the Women’s March.

The action calls for an end to the war on Iran and to endless wars, rejection of authoritarianism, attacks
on our freedoms, the strengthening of democracy, and a government that cares for everyone

We continue to prepare for the national convention.

Veterans For Peace is partnering with the Women'’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)
and the American Friends Service Committee to organize a People’s Tribunal on Gaza. The event is
scheduled for October 10 in Seattle, WA, and planning is well underway. We plan to host watch events in
locations with VFP, WILPF, and AFSC members. We have received a $25,000 grant from the American
Friends Service Committee for the tribunal.

| attended a multi-day conference with several other organizations to discuss strengthening the anti-war
movement and deepening the integration of anti-militarism with anti-fascist and anti-authoritarian
efforts. Attendees included Win Without War, US Campaign for Palestinian Rights Action, Institute for
Policy Studies, MADRE, Center for Constitutional Rights, About Face, Rising Majority, National Iranian
American Council, and others. The conversations were productive, and we are following up to see
whether concrete efforts emerge from the retreat.



Appendix 2, Membership Committee Report, Josh Shurley:

Membership totals remain generally stable and continue to trend slightly upward. At the end of May,
Veterans For Peace stood at 3,513 current members, an increase of 10 members from April's total of
3,503.

Breaking this down by category, veteran membership increased from 2,500 to 2,518 members. Active
Duty membership remained essentially steady at 260 members, while associate membership declined
slightly from 742 to 734 members.

During May, we welcomed 69 new members to Veterans For Peace, including 56 veterans, 11 associates,
and 2 active-duty service members. While this is lower than some recent months, it demonstrates that
new people continue to find our organization and want to be part of our work.

At the same time, lapses continue to be our most significant challenge. Total lapsed membership
increased from 615 to 661 members during May. Recruitment efforts remain important, but improving
retention and re-engagement will likely have the greatest impact on long-term growth.

The Membership Committee continues working to strengthen our onboarding and engagement systems.
We are addressing database and workflow issues while developing a regional support structure designed
to create multiple points of contact for new members. Our goal is to ensure that no member's
connection to the organization depends upon a single person, chapter, or process. By creating
overlapping pathways for engagement, we can reduce the likelihood that interested members fall
through the cracks and increase opportunities for participation.

We have also seen encouraging progress in recurring monthly memberships and donations. While there
is still substantial room for growth, increasing participation in recurring giving remains one of the most
effective ways to improve member retention and organizational stability.

Our monthly New Member Orientation meetings and Chapter Contacts meetings continue to provide
important opportunities for welcoming new members and strengthening chapter engagement. Special
thanks to Michael and Greg for their leadership and ongoing work facilitating these programs.

Looking ahead, we expect Veterans For Peace to receive increased public visibility during the summer
months and particularly around the July period, when membership activity has often seen a boost. We
should be prepared to capitalize on that interest by ensuring our onboarding, follow-up, and
engagement systems are functioning effectively and ready to welcome new members into the
organization.

"The headline for me is that recruitment isn't our biggest problem right now. People continue finding
Veterans For Peace and joining. The bigger challenge is retention. Every member we keep engaged is
worth as much as every new member we recruit. So while we're continuing outreach, we're also putting
considerable effort into building systems that help people stay connected after they join."

Appendix 3, Josh Shurley: Convention-Related Committee Report (Awards, Resolutions, and
Bylaws)

Awards



Recognizing members and chapters who advance the mission of Veterans For Peace
is an important part of our organizational culture and history. Please take the time to
nominate deserving individuals and chapters.

The nomination period for Veterans For Peace awards is currently open and will close
on July 9

Members are encouraged to submit nominations for all four individual award
categories, as well as the Chapter of the Year award.

Resolutions and Bylaws

The submission window for resolutions and bylaw amendments is also open and will
close on July 9, consistent with convention deadlines.

Instructions, requirements, and submission procedures are available on the
convention website.

Members considering submitting a resolution or bylaw amendment are encouraged to
review the guidelines carefully and submit materials before the deadline.

Questions regarding resolutions, bylaws, or the submission process may be directed
to the committee chair.

Annual Resolution Review

In accordance with the bylaws, an annual review of the organization's adopted
resolutions has been conducted.

After reviewing the current master list of resolutions, it is determined it continues to
serve as an effective record of positions and directives adopted by the membership.

No immediate concerns were identified regarding the maintenance or administration
of the resolution archive.

| recommend continued maintenance of the master resolution list and continued
screening of new submissions for redundancy, overlap, and consistency with existing
resolutions.

There are no recommendations at this time for retiring, rescinding, or consolidating
existing resolutions.

Appendix 4, Gerry Condon: Mobilization Committee Report

The Trump administration has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Iranian government to
end the US/Israeli war on Iran. The agreement, which appears to favor Iran’s conditions for ending the
war, is widely seen as a historic strategic defeat for U.S. imperialism. The Israeli government continues to
occupy and bomb southern Lebanon and sometimes the capital Beirut, in defiance of the peace
agreement, which it says does not apply to Israel, who was not a party to the agreement.

It remains to be seen if peace negotiations will go ahead during the 60-day ceasefire, or what the status
of war and peace will be in 60 days. Will Israel succeed in destroying the tentative peace? Will the
Trump administration abide by its promises? Some fear that the Trump is only buying time and that the
war could resume full scale sometime after the midterm elections. Many Democratic Party leaders are
actually attacking Trump from the right, saying he has not achieved regime change in Iran or in
Venezuela.

The Trump administration has a gun to the head of the Venezuelan government, which has been forced
to make many concessions to U.S. corporate interests. President Trump and Secretary of State Marco
Rubio are also threatening to overthrow the Cuban government and put an end to its socialist revolution.
The Cuban people are already suffering greatly from the tightened U.S. blockade, which has blocked all
oil and gas shipments to Cuba.

The war in Ukraine continues to escalate, with US and NATO backed missile and drone attacks on
Moscow and on Russian oil refineries, even as Russia slowly takes over more and more of the



Russian-speaking areas of Ukraine. Many experts worry about the potential for things escalating toward
a nuclear war.

On the homefront, ICE repression continues as immigrants are being taken from their families and
incarcerated for extended periods in private prisons under dangerous and unsanitary conditions
amounting to torture.

The Justice Department has now indicted activists in Minneapolis who participated in the large,
community movements to resist racist ICE attacks and protect their immigrant neighbors.

The Republican Party is busy gerrymandering Congressional districts in their favor after the Supreme
Court undermined the Voting Rights Act that guaranteed African American representation in the
Congress. Many people are worried that Trump could actually cancel the midterm elections, or
otherwise undermine them by limiting mail-in ballots and with phony claims of fraud, as he has done in
the past.

It is in this context, with our mantra of Peace at Home, Peace Abroad, Veterans For Peace is mobilizing
our members to go to Philadelphia on the Fourth of July, to march under the banner of Veterans Against
Fascism, in coalition with About Face — Veterans Against the War, 50501 Veterans, Common Defense,
Military Families Speak Out, Fayetteville Resistance, and the Center on Conscience and War. The goal is to
have 500 veterans, active duty GI’s and military family members marching with a very different message
from Trump and the MAGA movement, who will be attempting to hijack the 250" U.S. anniversary
celebration for their own purposes.

The focus of the march is primarily on authoritarianism — or fascism — and on defending “’democracy in
the United States. The antiwar messaging is being folded into that perspective, and the demands include
End Forever Wars and Bring the Troops Home from the Iran war deployment.

About 250 people have already registered, including over 50 VFP members, which is half of our goal of
getting 100 VFP members to Philadelphia. Michael McPhearson and | are heading up a team effort to
call many chapters and members over the coming days to encourage them to join us in Philadelphia on
July 4. This is a historic occasion and a unique opportunity for the veterans peace movement. As an
About Face organizer Rebecca Roberts said at a recent meeting, “This is not a new movement, but this is
our time to take our place in it.” Among other things, we will have a stronger, broader, more united
veterans peace movement after July 4. So please join us in Philly if you possibly can. And please contact
me if you can help out by calling a few VFP chapters and members. We have all the information
gathered together, including an excellent Calling Script that was prepared by Michael McPhearson.

The Refuse Illegal Orders campaign continues, with billboards, banners and vigils outside military bases.
We are looking toward a day in the fall, possibly October, where Veterans For Peace and friends can
stage simultaneous actions outside military bases around the country.

Appendix 5, Gerry Condon: Communications Committee Report

We are using all our means of communication to promote the Veterans Against Fascism mobilization. So
far we have sent out to standalone e-blasts to promote the July 4 march in Philadelphia.

A new print newsletter has gone to press or is about to go to press, and should be in the mail soon.

Social media staffer Chris Smiley reports many more people are checking out the many videos on VFP’s
YouTube channel. We continue to have a lot of action on VFP Facebook pages, and Instagram.



VFP Radio is doing well. Josh Shurley is working closely with Jim Wohlgemuth to make this transition.
Josh and Jim will be anchoring and organizing weekly broadcasts of VFP Radio on multiple platforms,
from Pacifica radio stations to YouTube, Spotify and more. As we get rolling with the rotating weekly
shows, we will also work on even broader promotion and distribution of this valuable radio show.

Michael and the Communications Committee are actively gathering information to guide us in making
the best decision with regards to hiring Communications staff.

Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, May 16, 2026, Minutes

PRESENT: Ellen Barfield, Ellen Davidson,, Gerry Condon, Josh Shurley, James Smith, Michael
McPhearson, Michael Wong, Mike Tork, Paul Cox (notes), Stephen Zollman, Susan Schnall, Windsor
Wade. Staff: Shelly Rockett. Absent: Enya Anderson,Kelly Wadsworth.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Al Glatkowski, Andrea, Andy M. (Topeka), Anthony Donovan, Bushrod, Chris Antal,
Concerta Smart, Daniel Glover, Doc Sanchez, Gene Marx, George Taylor, Gerry Werhann, Gerald Hassett,
Greg Corning, Jackie Barshak, James Brown, Jamey York, Jack Talcott, Jason, Jeff Roy, Jim Rine, Jim
Roberts, John Amadon, Joy Metzler, Justin Loza, Kym Valadez, Lou Curran, M. Gordon, Michael
Cervantes, Michael LeMay, Monica McRarland, Paul DuNard, Regina Sneed, Shelley Corteville,Tarak Kauff,
Tim Farley, Vince Dijanich,Yusei Ota.

12:44 PM ET, Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played.

Pre-Meeting Comments By Members:

Greg Corning: there will be a hearing on the program-wide plutonium pit production environmental
impact. This is an opportunity to register that we do not need nor want new plutonium pits. The
hearing will be in Washington, DC, Wednesday, May 20, 2026, 2:00-5:00pm. Southwest Library, 900
Wesley Pl, SW, Washington, DC 20024. Here is a primer on plutonium pits and why we don’t need
them: https://nukewatch.org/resources-and-information/documents

Anthony Donovan: thanked VFP for statement about Plutonium Pit Production environmental hearings,
and asked that VFP members submit written comments.

Jackie Barshak: Participated at the PPP hearing in Livermore, CA, which will be produced at Savannah
River and tested at Livermore.

1:00PM: Board Meeting Called to order, and Checkins

Minutes of April 18, 2026: [Approved
Agenda:{Approved

Finance Report: Mike Tork:
Commerce Bank , Operating: $315,883.07
Commerce Bank, Wire transfer: $2,957.20 (Includes $2,203.51 received for FB posts in April)
Commerce Bank, Credit Card: SO
Amalgamated: $335,619.92 a CDs: $61,000
Edward Jones: $16,986.95
CapOne, Business Savings: $1.07
Commerce Bank, Restricted:, $17,709.92
CapOne, Zinn Fund: $10,489.81
Total Unrestricted Funds: $732,446


https://nukewatch.org/resources-and-information/documents/

Budget: We are doing well through April, much better than what was budgeted. In the black by about
190K. But that is just through April...... Why are we doing so well? Expenses are staying close to
budget, but income is doing much better than predicted, especially from member dues and unrestricted
donations, which includes bequests.

We do have a slight problem though. A problem VFP has never had. Our accountant reminded us that
federally insured banks only cover $250K per account. We are over that with our Commerce and
Amalgamated accounts. We are working on a solution, but if we do need to open another account,
there are many socially responsible financial institutions we can use.

Having money in the bank is a nice feeling, but we want to do more with it than just let it sit there. We
want to use it so that VFP will remain active and relevant well into the future.

To that end, some of the things the Executive Committee is considering that would build capacity are:

Hire a membership coordinator.
Hire a communication coordinator
Hire a field organizer

Fix database issues

Website overhaul

Grant development

Executive Director Report: Michael McPhearson: For his report, see Appendix 1.
Membership Committee, Josh Shurley: See Appendix 2

Reports from National Projects and Working Groups:

Post 9/11 Report: Joy Metzler, Olga Garcia, Phil Tottenham. They are staying busy. Few details.

Transformative Justice Report, Mike Wong: They have been meeting, and working on ways to better
communicate the principles of the Indigenous World View

SOVA, Jeff Roy: SOVA worked hard over the last year, including 12 Calls to Action (CTA) Letters—6,000
sent to congress; in April, met in DC with 22 MOC Staff discussing VA, dropping off Congressional Guide,
Rural Health reports, and stats on provider shortages, and held workshop at the last convention. They
have two new steering committee members. To get onto the SOVA Alerts list:
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/stop-privatization-veterans-health-administration/join
-sova?emci=dcc446c2-f24e-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=7f7376da-6650-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b6é
40&ceid=10479783

Labor Working Group, Kim Valadez: See/ Appendix 3

Climate Crises and Militarism, Jim Rine, Vince Dijanich: See Appendix 4 for Jim’s report. Vince
proposed that national provide funds (say, $1,000 for 10 showings) to show film, Earth’s Greatest Enemy,
over the next year. It is now available through Vimeo via Earth's Greatest Enemy website for $10.99,
each showing. CCMP wants Chapters to organize showings, and requested that National help motivate
the chapters to do the showings. Susan suggested that CCMP apply to the Zinn Fund for financial
support, and that ENews and Social Media can also help publicize the campaign as well as individual
showings.

Convention Committee, Susan Schnall: Theme: Peace Through Non-Violent Action: From Chaos to
Community : Dates: August 6th-9th University of Missouri at Kansas City (thanks to Bryson Ripley and
Kansas City VFP chapter). Paul mentioned that singer/songwriter Jesse Welles will be on tour and having
a concert in KC on Aug 5. In addition, the VFP KC Chapter is mounting a fundraiser concert for Haskell
Indian Nations University on Sunday night, August 9. For Convention Attendees who want to attend
these event, the Dorm rooms will be available on August 5, and/or you can stay through Sunday night
(and leave early on the 10th. You will need to buy your Jesse Welles tickets at his tour website, and
make dorm reservations when you register for the convention. More information about the Haskell
University concert is forthcoming. The Convention website will be up soon.


https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/stop-privatization-veterans-health-administration/join-sova?emci=dcc446c2-f24e-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=7f7376da-6650-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&ceid=10479783
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/stop-privatization-veterans-health-administration/join-sova?emci=dcc446c2-f24e-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=7f7376da-6650-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&ceid=10479783
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/stop-privatization-veterans-health-administration/join-sova?emci=dcc446c2-f24e-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=7f7376da-6650-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&ceid=10479783
https://earthsgreatestenemy.com/
https://www.stubhub.com/jesse-welles-kansas-city-tickets-8-5-2026/event/160723827/?backUrl=%2Fjesse-welles-tickets%2Fperformer%2F150331992&lt=37.892&lg=-122.273

Billboard Campaign, Susan Schnall: Banners now available:
ICE Out of our Communities—Portland
Uncle Sam: Refuse lllegal Orders

Peace and Planet News, Ellen Davidson: - Order!! Current issue sold out, New issue will be available in a
couple weeks. They will be increasing the run by 1,000 in future.

VFP Communications Report, Gerry Condon: See Appendix 5
VFP Mobilization Committee Report: Gerry Condon: See Appendix 6. Susan suggested that we look

more into the actions against the weapons manufacturers. If anyone is aware of such actions, please let
the Mob Comm know about them at Gerrycondon@veteransforpeace.org and to

Next Board meeting: June 20, 2026
Adjournment:

Post-Meeting Comments:

Greg Corning: Asked who, exactly, people should report to about actions that are taking place.

Regina Sneed: Asked about our use of social media usage and how she can track our own work. MMc
agreed that we should make efforts to help member navigate social media, though if one goes to our
main website, there are links to VFP’s Facebook, Instagram, Youtube, etc. pages.

Jackie Barshak: Asked about how things get put into website. Mentioned attacks on flotillas, and delays
of such news making it onto our website. Gerry Agreed that we were a little slow in getting out the alert
and on putting it on the landing page.

Daniel Glover: Asked about the War Powers Act, and wants us to focus on it to, among other reasons,
prevent worldwide starvation because of loss of fertilizer. He has tried to get answers from
congressholes but cannot get any response. Susan and Gerry acknowledged that it is a real issue, and
that many candidates are not accepting AIPAC money.

Justin Loza: Asked whether 9-11 Caucus can report. Susan responded that Joy did make a report.

Shelly Corteville: Asked about arriving in KC early to attend the board meeting.

Meeting Closed 2:52 pm ET. 11:52 am PT

Appendix 1: ED Report, Michale McPhearson:
Communications: | continue to explore changes to enhance the Veterans For Peace communications

team. | am consulting with the communications committee and contacting two or three partner
organizations to learn how they meet their communications needs.

Membership and Fundraising: Earlier this month, we mailed spring membership renewal and donations

appeals. Follow-up emails will start next week. The mailing cost us $4,150. We’ve raised $17, 017.

| have decided to delay hiring a membership coordinator to have further discussions with current staff
and the membership committee about our needs and structure. | want this review completed and a final
decision made NLT the next communications committee meeting, if not sooner.

We will soon begin Phase 1 for granting writing with Foundation Search. | will report our progress.
PHASE 1 — FEASIBILITY STUDY
An 8-week Feasibility Study assesses your organization’s potential to secure foundation
funding. It includes a strategic review of 240,000+ U.S. and 10,000+ Canadian foundations.
Key deliverables:


mailto:Gerry@veteransforpeace.org

Fundability assessment based on historical giving trends

Geographic and mission alignment with prospective funders

Recommended ask amount

Foundation contactability and decision-maker access scores
Assessing our funding needs and developing a clear case for support will help us with grant writing and
communicating with major donors.

Database and Website: We continue to access the database revision. We have proposals from Franklin
Pierce Northwest and DKomplexers to review. We will decide in the coming weeks. Once we have a clear
understanding of the database revision timeline and cost, we can determine the website timeline.

Reminder: Organizing Priorities

The 2026 Veterans For Peace National Work document outlines our focus areas.
e Resisting the full scope of U.S. Imperialism - Donroe Doctrine, Israel/Palestine, Ukraine, Iran,
Russia, China.
® Opposing fascism, authoritarianism, Mass Deportation, and building democracy.
Save Our VA
e Climate Crisis and Militarism

These priorities encompass the refuse orders campaign and outreach to service members; Veterans
Against Genocide and Fascism; ending the war on Iran; resisting other military actions; deported
veterans advocacy; supporting the Climate Crisis tour; and SOVA organizing.

Last month, we participated in a joint direct action with several veterans organizations and Military
Families Speak Out, initiated by About Face Veterans Against the War under the banner Veterans Against
Fascism. The action called for an end to the war on Iran and to endless wars. We are planning future joint
activities. More details soon.

We continue to prepare for the national convention.

National People’s Tribunal on Palestine: Veterans For Peace is partnering with the Women'’s
International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) and the American Friends Service Committee to
organize a National People’s Tribunal on Palestine. It is increasingly likely to happen in Seattle. We have
contacted several local Palestinian organizations to ensure alignment.

Members across the nation are participating in Memorial Day Peace commemorations.

We have urged our members in the DC area to join with Third Act DMV for their 86 the Arch vigil over
Memorial Day weekend. The event is an effort to resist the construction of the 250-foot triumphal arch
that the administration wants to build in Memorial Circle near Arlington Cemetery.

Appendix 2. Membership Committee Report, Josh Shurley

The Membership Committee reports steady ongoing progress in the development of our membership
infrastructure. Current Members: 3,503 (slight increase from 3,423 in March); Veterans — 2,500;
Associate — 742; Active Duty — 261; Lapsed: 615 (slightly up from 608 in March); Veterans — 462;
Associate — 151; Active Duty — 2; in the month of April 2026: 119 (down from 133 in March) Veterans —
88; Associate — 29; Active Duty — 2



No new chapters were approved this month, though two new chapters were approved last month. The
recent spring membership drive appears to have been successful in supporting member outreach and
engagement (and raising some needed funds).

The membership team continues working to improve and streamline the organization’s use of the
EveryAction CRM membership database system. Progress remains gradual but ongoing. Related to this
effort, the organization is currently searching for a staff member to assist with membership database
administration and support.

Plans are also moving forward for implementation of a regional coordinator structure intended to
improve communication, coordination, and chapter support.

Monthly new member and chapter contacts meetings continue regularly.

Members are encouraged to help maintain organizational visibility, support member engagement, and
consider recurring monthly donations, which help reduce membership lapses and strengthen
organizational stability.

The committee thanks all members and chapters for their continued efforts and organizing work.

Appendix 3: Labor Working Group Report, Kym Valadez:

We started meeting informally in January 2024 and were confirmed as a Working Group in September
2024. We have an hour-long general meeting twice a month with 8-10 attendees. Our Steering
Committee is Greg Miller, John Braxton, Kym Valadez, Patrick McCann and Steve Morse; the Steering
Committee sometimes meets prior to the general meetings.

Almost a year ago, we put on the May VFP Webinar with a panel of four anti-war labor leaders. Patrick is
co-coordinator of this monthly webinar series.

In the leadup to the July 2025 Convention in Las Vegas, Steve worked with Culinary Workers Local 226
whose president Diana Valles spoke at the opening Convention event, tying together workers’ issues with
opposition to militarism.

LWG put on a Convention workshop with these panelists: national American Postal Workers Union
(APWU) president Mark Dimondstein; Chicago Teachers’ Union vice-president Jackson Potter; head of
Labor for Single Payer Rose Roach; retired VA nurse Betsy Zucker and John Braxton. Greg Miller
moderated.

People Over Pentagon: The campaign to cut the Pentagon budget by $100 billion now has 125 labor
endorsers, in spite of the fact that there has been no Congressional bill since the 2023-24 Congressional
session. John Braxton has done the main work of gathering the labor support. We have tried to push
Rep. Mark Pocan'’s office to introduce a bill, and we have been promised that Just Transition for workers
in the war industries will be included in the bill. We will contact VFP chapters about reaching out to local
unions once a bill is introduced. APWU and United Electrical (UE) have signed on nationally. Greg has
worked with the National Nurses Union (NNU) which promises to endorse once there is a bill. 44
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) locals and statewide federations have endorsed; 29 APWU locals
and statewide federations have endorsed.

Fighting for the VA: LWG members are among the many VFP members who are involved in fighting for
the VA, as is the SOVA project that LWG works with. Kym is an organizer of weekly demos at the Santa
Rosa, California VA with some 100 people; she was a leader in the Santa Rosa Veterans’ Town Hall that
had 125 people. Also this spring, Greg Miller led the organizing of a Veterans’ Town Hall in Palo Alto with
over 40 people. LWG member Barbara Phinney has been part of weekly demos at the VA with Seattle



chapter 92. LWG emphasizes the connection between attacks on veterans’ services and attacks on VA
workers.

LWG worked with Third Act Union members in presenting VFP webinars in January on SOVA and in
February on Gl resistance that were attended by both VFP and Third Act members. LWG gathered the
panelists.

We have an extensive webpage on the VFP website under Working Groups.

We have given LWG reports at VFP Board meetings and written articles for VFP eNews and the VFP print
newsletter.

Presentations: John, Steve and the leader of Coalition of Labor Union Women will co-lead a panel on
People Over Pentagon at the biennial Labor Notes Conference in Chicago—June 12 -14. John has given
many presentations to union Executive Boards and membership meetings promoting People Over
Pentagon. LWG member Dan Shea has also given such presentations.

Within VFP, we publicize examples of workers acting against militarism, such as the European and N.
African dockworkers’ strikes against weapon shipments.

We attempt to strengthen within VFP a perspective on the importance of workers’ actual and potential
actions against war and militarism, and workers” movements as a crucial dimension needed for
fundamental social change.

Written by Steve Morse, LWG chair
Presented by Kym Valadez

Appendix 4: Progress Report on Wake Up to the Climate Crisis & NO MAS tour as of 16 May 2026, Jim
Rine:

Introduction: Basic concept of the Wake Up to the Climate Crisis & NO MAS tours
(https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis/wake-climate-crisis-tour ) is to be catalyst
for local actions by VFP members and allied groups in the communities visited. Tarak Kauff and Ellen
Davidson kindly loaned their van for use by the tour. Basis tasks are:
Promote local screenings of Earth's Greatest Enemy (EGE).
Demonstrate at air shows.
Visit environmental departments at universities and engage with university staff when
possible
Deliver Peace & Planet News Special Issue on Militarism and Climate Crisis (PPN;
PPN-15-REPRINT.pdf ) to local activists and environmental departments at universities.

Tour 2 events to date:

1. NY-VA -Outfitted van to display banners (with aid of Tarak Kauff and Al Glatkowski)

2. Charleston, SC
a. May 1, participated in protest at Elbit (https://www.elbitamerica.com/)
b. May 2, cruised with van in morning and showed EGE at main library with Harvey Bennet.
Pat Elder made intro comments including local PFAS work. 15-20 attended. Air show was
cancelled due to rain.
¢. May 3, cruised with van in morning. Concluded that a sound system is needed to attract
attention. Air show cancelled due to Iran war logistic needs.
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Columbia, SC - May 5, delivered PPN to environmental department at U of South Carolina.
Augusta, GA — May 7, showed EGE to 10 people (VFP, 50501, About Face).

Cherry Point MCAS, NC — May 9, cruised outside of MCAS in AM until airshow appeared
canceIIed at 1400 due to low ceiling. Low attendance (100s). Lady at B King said it was packed last
year.

ov W

a. May 10, cruised outside of MCAS in AM until 1400. Low attendance (100s) even though
it was a sunny day.
7. Chapel Hill, NC— May 11, two showings of EGE at Chelsea Theatre. Total audience of 80. Many
positive comments. Was informed that Abby showed EGE in Nov. on campus of UNC Chapel Hill to
SRO with discussions lasting until 2230.
8. Raleigh, NC— May 12, distributed PPN at Environmental Sciences Department of NCSU.
9. May 13 - Visited environment departments of UNC Chapel Hill and Wake Forest U and
concluded it is better to mail PPN to U’s prior to visiting since chance of meeting faculty ay any time,
especially between semesters, is low.
10. Rock Hill, SC — May 15, spoke with two profs in environmental science departments at Winthrop
U and dropped off 15 copies of PPN.

Future scheduled Tour 2 events:
1. Joining Norfolk VFP 787 at demonstration on 17" at Virginia Beach.
2. Scheduled visit with Dr. Kaup at William & Mary U on May 19
3. Added visit to Pittsburgh, PA for a Earth's Greatest Enemy showing on Memorial Day (May 25)
with VFP 47.
4. Tour 2 occurs between academic semesters making organizing on campus functions problematic.
5. Fortour route see
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis/wake-climate-crisis-tour.

Tour 3 status:

1. Scheduled 2 showmgs of EGE at Michigan Climate Action Network (MICAN) Summit
. events/2026-michigan-climate-summit/ ) with one screening to
mcIude a Zoomed Q&A with Abby Martin - June 11 and 12.
2. As of May 3, plans are underway in the DE-MD-VA area with Ellen Barfield and associates; and
with VFP 034 and VFPOO1 for NY and ME.
3. Colleges are in summer sessions, which may improve accessibility to students.
4. Drop off the 350.0rg/VFP petition at the Pentagon on June 22 or 29.
5. A Congressional lobby day is planned for June 23 and/or 24 to drop off text of 350.org/VFP
petition and to discuss military budget, military’s links to climate, etc.

6. For tour route see

General tasks of tours:
1. Demonstrate peacefully at air shows by displaying banners and signs and interacting with air
show attendees to point out harms of using active-duty warcraft for entertainment. To date, two
joint actions are planned for each tour 2 with nine air shows to be visited.
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2. Promote the documentary Earth's Greatest Enemy. VFP’s Climate Crisis & Militarism Project
(CCMP) has donated $1000 to The Empire Files for permission to show the movie during the tours.
To date, 4 public showings are scheduled for Tour 2 and 3 for Tour 3. Additional screenings at “house
parties” are planned to inspire future local showings.

3. Decided it may be better to mail copies of the Peace & Planet News Special Issue on Militarism
and Climate Crisis (PPN-15-REPRINT.pdf ) to environmental departments at universities prior to
requesting appointments to meet.

Appendix 5: Mobilization Committee Report, Gerry Condon:

The US/Israeli war against Iran and its people — an unprovoked war of aggression — is far from over. The
Trump administration listened to Benjamin Netanyahu and the Zionist lobby in the US, and grossly
underestimated the capacity of the Iranians to defend their 6,000-year-old civilization. After setting a
deadline for Iran to submit or be bombed back into the Stone Age, Trump backed off into a so-called
ceasefire with no timeline, and has violated the ceasefire daily with a US naval blockade and other
aggressive actions.

Trump rudely dismissed the latest Iranian negotiation position as “garbage.” Although he cannot win the
war against Iran, Trump believes that Iran should nonetheless surrender to his terms. Close observers of
the trajectory of the war admit that Trump’s many contradictory statements leave them uncertain about
what will come next. Most knowledgeable experts across the political spectrum believe that the US lacks
any winning options and that the Trump administration is trapped in a no-win situation. However, many
experts believe the Trump administration may resume its campaign of mass bombing, which has killed
over 3,000 Iranians, including hundreds of children, and destroyed essential civilian infrastructure. Many
now worry aloud that Israel — or the U.S. — could attack Iran with nuclear weapons. For Iran’s part, they
say the situation in the Strait of Hormuz will not be resolved until US and Israeli attacks on Iran, Lebanon
and Gaza are ended.

The war against Iran is a very dangerous turning point. Whatever its outcome, the world may never be
the same. Many see Trump’s failed war as hastening the decline of the U.S. empire. Perhaps that is the
silver lining. Like the so-called “Vietnam Syndrome,” an Iran Syndrome will make Americans even more
reluctant to wage war against other nations.

In the meantime, Trump continues to bully a much smaller and weaker nation, Cuba. Due to the US oil
blockade, Cuba is now totally out of oil, and low on food and urgently needed medical supplies. The U.S.
has now indicted Raul Castro, the brother of Fidel and retired Army chief, on Trumped-up charges. The
U.S. indictment of Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro was a precursor to the US bombing of
Venezuela and kidnapping of its president and “First Combatant” Cilia Flores, who are now sitting in a
Brooklyn jail cells. After totally failing to overthrow the government of Iran, the Trump administration
may actually decide to invade Cuba.

ICE — 70,000 in detention centers which continue to be built around the country and may not just be
designed for immigrants, but very possibly for pro-democracy and antiwar protesters.

Lots of mobilizing going on — VFP chapters and members recently participated and brought our Peace at
Home, Peace Abroad messaging to No Kings Day and May Day Strong actions and others veteran-led
initiatives, as Michael McPhearson referenced.

Committee: Michael McPhearson, Josh Shurley, Ellen Barfield, Nick Mottern, Justin Loza and me, Gerry
Condon.

3 parallel tracks coming together:

1. Base outreach / refuse illegal orders
2. Memorial Day messaging around Iran + broader anti-war message
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3. July 4th Philly mobilization, goal is 100+ VFP members if possible

Base campaign, and why bases matter: Talk directly to service members, using media to educate the
public at the same time. Public support makes it easier for service members to question or refuse illegal
orders. Veterans get more attention on Memorial Day, July 4th, and Veterans / Armistice Day.

Start with chapters already active near bases. Don't try to force a full national action too fast. Use
summer to prep, gather contacts, and build toward something more coordinated after summer. Base
actions should stay focused on service members and “refuse illegal orders.”

War profiteers / manufacturers should be a separate campaign, probably later in fall.
Memorial Day is the immediate push. Coordinated national base action should wait until after summer
so chapters have time to prepare.

Memorial Day

Main focus is Iran war, but connect to broader anti-war message.

Reclaim patriotism and use veterans’ voices.

Use classic VFP visuals: flag-draped coffins, boots with flowers, shoes for civilian casualties.
Say names, including service members and Iranian schoolgirls killed by U.S. bombs.

July 4th / Philly

VFP needs to be part of About Face planning from the beginning.

Goal is 100 to 200 VFP members in Philly.

Possible ideas: march past Liberty Bell, prayers for peace led by veterans of faith.
Chapters that can’t travel should do local actions with shared messaging.

July 3rd might be better for media, similar to the Flag Day action.

Big point: the 250th anniversary is going to be used to push a MAGA version of democracy and
patriotism. VFP needs to show another veteran vision.

For our storyline, we need to connect the whole chain:
weapons are made
weapons are transported
service members are used in the process
weapons are dropped / deployed
civilians are killed

Don’t treat these as separate issues. Tell the whole story.

Also use the colonial wars frame: military force used to extract resources and labor.
There was a point made that around 2/3 of Americans already oppose war with Iran, so the public may
be more receptive than we think.

Nakba Day, May 15, next Friday.

Code Pink has event list for May 16 to 18.

Justin will encourage chapters to connect with local Palestine solidarity groups and offer support. Include
call to release flotilla activists, including Thiago and Saif.

Rashida Tlaib will be introducing a resolution on ongoing Nakba.

Appendix 6: Communications Committee Report, Gerry Condon:

ENews:The way excellent VFP eNews went out this week, announcing upcoming events and
mobilizations, while reporting on recent VFP activities. Many thanks to Becky Luening. We hope all VFP
members are receiving the eNews. If not, please let us know.

Print Newsletter: Becky Luening is in the final stages of putting together our print newsletter. | believe
all deadlines are now past. But if you still have a chapter report or urgent item to get into the newsletter,
please contact Becky or me.



VFP Radio. As reported at the last meeting, we are re-organizing VFP Radio. We have made considerable
progress in doing so. Josh Shurley is working closely with Jim Wohlgemuth to make this transition. Josh
and Jim will be anchoring and organizing weekly broadcasts of VFP Radio on multiple platforms, from
Pacifica radio stations to YouTube, Spotify and more. As we get rolling with the rotating weekly shows,
we will also work on even broader promotion and distribution of this valuable radio show.

Michael and the Communications Committee are actively gathering information to guide us in making
the best decision with regards to hiring Communications staff.

Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, April 17, 2026, Minutes

PRESENT: Ellen Barfield, Ellen Davidson, Enya Anderson, Gerry Condon, Josh Shurley, Kelly Wadsworth,
Michael Wong, Mike Tork, Paul Cox (notes), Stephen Zollman, Susan Schnall, Windsor Wade. Staff: Shelly
Rockett, Michelle KanoeLehua Marsonette . Absent: Michael McPhearson (traveling), James Smith.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Adam Toothker, Alice Slater, Anthony Donovan, Art Mulholland, Bryson Ripley,
Bushrod, Dirk Lankovich Van Gorp, Gene Marx, George Taylor, Greg Corning, Herald Hassett, Jackie
Barshak, Jamey York, Jeffery Humfeld, Jim Dorenkott, Jim McKinney, Jim Rine, Joy Metzler, Justin Loza,
Martha Spiess, Michael Cervantes, Michael LeMay, Mike Caggiano, Mike Dempsey, Patrick Joyner, Phil
Tottenham, Rachel Clark, Ronnie Bullock, Regina Sneed, Renee, Shelley Corteville, Susan Lamont, Tarak
Kauff, Tom Walk, Trevor, Vince Dijanich, Warren Menges.

12:40 PM ET, Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played.

Member Comments prior to Board Meeting:

Jackie Barshak: wanted to know how to get access to her Chapter 69’s mailing list so she can post
notices to those members.

Bryson Ripley: reported that on Sunday evening August 9, after the end of the convention this year in
Kansas City, there will be a fundraising concert for Haskell University at the Record Bar, 1520 Grand Blvd,
KC 64108, that holds 400. Tickets will be $25.

1:00PM: Call to Order of VFP Board Meeting

Checkins:

Minutes March 23, approved with change by Ellen Barfield, about description of how the Koreans
wound up at Nagasaki Agenda approved with minor changes

Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson: Michael is absent, See Appendix 1

Finance Report, Mike Tork: See Appendix 2

Transformative Justice Committee, Ellen Davidson: presented Number 7 of the Indigenous Worldview:
“Earth and all systems are living and loving.”
https://peaceandplanetnews.org/dominant-and-indigenous-worldview/. Along with greed for
polluting oil, every bomb dropped releases toxics into and onto our beautiful Earth. At their meeting,
they discussed infusing the entire convention with the IW by making it an often-presented element
throughout.

Post 911 Caucus, Joy Metzler: The group proposed that we do what we can to stay away from
Generative Al, especially for the creation of texts or using it to make art, images, or videos. Programs
such as Grammarly are technically Al, too, but do not have the power/pollution requirements or ethical
concerns about machine-ripped plagiarism. Whenever you put information into Al , it no longer belongs
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to you and Al is often wrong or biased. Also, we should all be cautious in using email, and other social
media postings, since they are not secure and ARE read by evil entities. Also, pay close attention to
reposting images or stories that are possibly Al generated. Meta, Microsoft, and others are not our
friends. Caucus proposal:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dhmBkoFilERL6IvwoNe2ROPSRUQ75NbvwxZx94z1s3Q /edit?tab=
t.0  FMI: https://www.instagram.com/mattwafoos/p/DWVRGVLDhKT/ and
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/our-work/insights/health-divide-ai-data-center-boom-will-harm-h
ealth-communities-can-least-afford. Justin Loza, also in the 911 caucus, brought a different view on Al.
He agreed that Al uses too much energy, water, financial resources, etc. But he thinks the tools provided
by Al can be useful, and compared it with our paranoia in previous eons about the internet, electricity,
and other modern communication tools. Al is not going away and we need to become comfortable with
it. If we stay away we will lose access to those useful tools that it presents. The ability to opt out of Al is,
itself, a form of privilege. He advocated for a consistent approach that recognizes the harmful aspects of
it, and uses it in a way that reflects our values, perhaps even eventually creating our own secure Al
systems. Community commitment and mutual trust is necessary to work through these issues within
VFP. Josh Shurley urged that we take a “principles-based” approach, and likes most of Joy’s preliminary
proposal with some tweaking.

National Projects and Working Groups:

Iraq Water Project: Paul Cox presented a disjointed and random rant about how maybe it is becoming
time for Persian Gulf and Iraq War veterans to start to relate again to Iraq in a peaceful way, analogous to
what many Vietnam War vets have done in relation to Vietnam. The Irag Water Project is a potential
venue for such activities. Ellen Barfield added some corrections and details: The IWP started work in the
1990s. They did not drill wells but repaired water plants and installed filtration systems. The first Abul
Kaseeb delegation went in 2000. Lee Vander Laan’s actual report is Appendix 3

Membership Committee, Josh Shurley: end of March VFP had 3,423 current members—an increase, but
also accompanied by an increase in lapsed/dropped members, which will need to be addressed.

New chapters:
Homer Alaska 14 confirmed members. Approved. Micheal LeMay spoke and thanked us for our vote,

and asked that it be called the Brother Isaiah Chapter. He sent a description of Brother Isaih, who was a
WWII vet who survived 79 combat situations who transformed his life to become the closest thing
Homer has to a Patron Saint. His name is synonymous with Love.

Mid-Hudson Valley needs 5-member waiver: Approved. Tarak thanked the board, and is looking forward
to getting it rolling.

Golden Rule, Michelle Marsonette gave a bit of background on the GR. In 2026, from June 20 through
the end of August, they will mount a campaign for nuclear abolition along the CA coast, and have a
banner about refusing illegal orders. They have approx $61k. Last year, they took in $60k and spent
S$55k. VFP pays for the boat’s insurance and her consulting fees as Project Manager. The GR Committee
meets monthly. Locally working on a mini-fest in Eugene, and Sea-Scouts program in Humboldt Bay.
FMI: Michelle at 541-971-9077 vfpgoldenruleproject@gmail.com

Peace and Planet News, Ellen Davidson: Reported that the paper promotes our mission and brings
people in, and hopes that members use it effectively. They will move their publication schedule from
guarterly to bi-monthly. She asked that more VFP chapters order copies, and plugged their e-blasts and
website: https://peaceandplanetnews.org/. Paul Cox suggested they edit and reprint the 2017 Vietnam
Full Disclosure Issue at some convenient time in the future.

Social Media, Phil Tottenham: suggested that we concentrate more social media work on active duty
folks by buying social media ads. They have real-time tracking analytics, and we can target specific
cohorts, drop pins for geotargeting messages, are cost-efficient with Costs/click of less than $1, and 1000
views for about $5-$15. This is another way to target people in addition to the billboard campaign. He
recommends creation of a budget (perhaps $2,000) and trial run with Facebook and Instagram.
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Secondly, perhaps a video campaign of resistance to compare with the first campaign. Susan suggested
he come to an Excomm meeting. Ellen Davidson wants to be a part of that process.

VFP Viet Nam Delegation, Paul Cox: Reported that this year’s tour Mar 14-29, had 15 attendees, and
donated $29k to AO and UXO victims.

President’s Report, Susan Schnall:

Convention Committee: Theme: Peace Through Non-Violent Action: From Chaos to
Community Dates: August 6™-9" University of Missouri at Kansas City (thanks to Bryson
Ripley and Kansas City VFP chapter for their hard and talented work. Solicitations for
applications for workshops have been sent out. Registration will be up on the website in a
couple weeks. The KC chapter has organized a post-convention musical fundraiser for Haskell
University on Sunday night, Aug 9, and people can stay in the dorm until Monday morning.
Billboard Campaign: Banners are now available through Peace and Planet News

ICE Out of our Communities—Portland

Uncle Sam: Refuse lllegal Orders

No Kings!

Mobilization Committee, Gerry Condon: See Appendix 4
Communications Committee, Gerry Condon: See Appendix 5

Nuclear Abolition WG, Gerry Condon: See Appendix 6

Next Board meeting: May 16, 2026, 9:40 am PT, 12:40 pm CT, 1:40 pm ET
Adjournment: 3:27 pm ET

Post-meeting discussion:
Alica Slater: Thinks that China’s and Russia’s attempts to get agreements to ban weapons in space is

something we need to push.

Mick Caggiano: Finds letters to the editor to local papers to be a useful exercise and therapeutic, and
fun.

Regina Sneed: Interested in knowing more about the action plan that will wrap up the coming
convention. Susan responded that we tried to do that at the end of the last convention but ran out of
time. Also, Regina has information about nuke pits and will send it to Gerry on the Nuke Abolition
Committee.

Tom Walk, St Louis Chapter 61: Reported on various activities in his chapter. Asked if there will be
camping at the convention and a space for his service dog. Also, wants to join the Climate Committee.
Thanked Shelly for her work.

Jackie Barshak: Wants again to know how a member of a chapter can communicate to the other
members of the chapter. Shelley Corteville responded that her chapter helps members to get on and
uses Signal. They find that they can mobilize people quickly for emergency protests. Gerry responded
that many chapters have their own chapter listserve. It is up to the chapters to decide how to proceed.
Josh suggested she attend the Chapter Contact meeting to find out how other chapters operate for
internal communications.

Kelly Wadsworth suggested that board members stifle their responses to input and take a posture of
listening, unless the dialogue has deteriorated and an intervention is needed.

Shelley Corteville: Her chapter cosponsored a forum to inspire local activities, with PSL, but is worried
that she has put VFP at risk. Tom Walk responded that in St Louis, they work with PSL. Susan responded
that VFP does not back candidates for office, so working with them is not a problem for VFP’s status.



While we don’t back candidates, we can lobby for legislation as long as it does not exceed 20% of our
finances. Bryson added that his chapter works well with PSL in KC.

Meeting ended at 2:58 pm ET

Appendix 1: Executive Directory Report, Michael McPhearson:
Communications: Last month, | reported that | completed the communications draft plan and received
feedback from the communications committee. | also reported that we are restructuring the
communications team and am soliciting feedback from communications professionals on whether to hire
a full-time director or use consultants as a more efficient option. | have feedback from one person, and |
am seeking feedback from one other. The feedback gave us valuable insights to strengthen our current
and future plans. My next steps are to integrate the suggestions into the current plan. | want an
assessment from at least one other person before we move forward with a consultant or an employee.
Annual Report: | am beginning work on an annual report.
Membership and Fundraising: Spring membership renewal and donations appeals will soon be in the
mail. We have twenty-eight Membership Coordinator candidates. The Excom is reviewing the applicants
and will pick 5 to 7 for the next round by April 30. Afterward, we will begin interviews.
Grant Writing: | am waiting for Foundation Foundation Search to schedule the first step in our grant
writing process.
PHASE 1 — FEASIBILITY STUDY
An 8-week Feasibility Study assesses our organization’s potential to secure foundation funding. It
includes a strategic review of 240,000+ U.S. and 10,000+ Canadian foundations.
Key deliverables:
Fundability assessment based on historical giving trends
Geographic and mission alignment with prospective funders
Recommended ask amount
Foundation contactability and decision-maker access scores
Assessing our funding needs and developing a clear case for support will help us with grant writing and
communicating with major donors.
Database and Website: Shelly and | had our first meeting with VFP member Justin Loza, an IT
professional and business owner who has offered his services to help us review the Every Action
Database. We will meet again before he can provide us with a proposal.
Personnel Handbook: Although the personnel committee has not met, we have begun our priority task
of reviewing and completing the Personnel Handbook.
Reminder: Organizing Priorities: The 2026 Veterans For Peace National Work document outlines our
focus areas.
e Resisting the full scope of U.S. Imperialism - Monroe Doctrine, Israel/Palestine, Ukraine, Iran,
Russia, China.
® Opposing fascism, authoritarianism, Mass Deportation, and building democracy.
e Save Our VA
e Climate Crisis and Militarism
These priorities encompass the Refuse Orders campaign and outreach to service members; Veterans
Against Genocide and Fascism; ending the war on Iran; resisting other military actions; deported
veterans advocacy events; supporting the Climate Crisis tour; and SOVA organizing.
Convention: We continue to prepare for the national convention. We are also working closely with
several veteran organizations and individual veterans that oppose the current administration's policies
under the banner Veterans Against Fascism.
National People’s Tribunal on Palestine: VFP is partnering with the Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom (WILPF) and the American Friends Service Committee to organize a National




People’s Tribunal on Palestine. Planning for the event is still in flux, but it is increasingly likely to happen
in Seattle.

Appendix 2 Treasurer’s Report, Mike Tork:
Budget: he showed the approved budget: We are doing very well. Our small expected shortfall of $12k
has, so far, been blown away. Membership dues are way up, and unrestricted donations have been
extreme, including $150k from Sally Alice’s estate.
Beguests: Michael McPhearson is looking in to FreeWill.com that helps with member/supporter
bequests
Balances: - S775K in unrestricted accounts, which is a huge responsibility. We need to be smart about
using this money. We want VFP to be viable well into the future.
Zinn Fund Requests approved or considered:

John Kim - Korean Peace—in process

Rachael - Japan tour—in process

Shut Down Drone Warfare - Chapter 63—approved

Stop the bleeding training - Los Vegas—approved

Post 911 travel and support—approved

Puerto Rico Billboard—approved
ExComm approved transferring 20K to the Zinn Fund account to get back to $33k
Billboards

~22 up and growing - getting lots of coverage

Press release - Mike Ferner

Fundraising

Retirement and staff raises: MT is in discussion with Amalgamated for Socially Responsible 401ks. 3 staff
members are being considered.

Ellen Davidson reported that Ari the Dog raised some of our funds with the help from PPN, and praised
Sally Alice’s commitment to VFP. Also suggested that we start an endowment fund. MT responded that
we had discussed an endowment in the past and decided that it would not be practical. We also have
some CD’s and savings, but it can only be spent with full board approval. Paul Cox suggested that we
increase the amount in CDs, and pitched that people in the meeting with retirement funds should call us.

Appendix 3, Iraqg Water Project, Lee Vander Laan: How Have We Done? Are We Done?

The first place was Abul Khaseeb. Abul Khaseeb is a town and adjoining valley---if you can call a miniscule
depression amid such a flat land a “valley”---in the Governorate of Basra, southern Iraq. Abul Khaseeb is
the site of the Iraq Water Project’s first water plant rebuild back in 2000, three years before our
militantly compassionate US government decided to rebuild all of Iraqg.

After Abul Khaseeb, which embraced also three nearby derelict area water treatment plants, the project
moved on to other rebuilds, the last of which involved a plant in a town we had never heard of, soon to
be (to its infinite regret) television and print news star Falluja, in central Irag. All this work was done in
cooperation with Life for Relief and Development, an American/Islamic NGO in Southfield, Michigan. Life
arranged that our own Veterans for Peace delegations were included in the hands-on work.

But then the United States marched countless boots and other military assets over the Kuwait border
and occupied Irag. Who could have imagined that a noble and selfless government like ours would
pursue goals that soon curiously moved the interests of Iragi families to the bottom of the policy page?
We managed not only to obliterate the previous regime and its nationwide security services, but
atomized the country’s advanced health and education systems as well.


http://freewill.com

Next came a decision on the part of our project to continue clean water work by other means. Through a
valuable contact in Jordan, engineer Faiza alAraji, we dispatched small water treatment units to clinics,
schools, and similar institutions in central and southern Iraq. Life for Relief and Development also placed
several other such units, IWP covering the expense. The count now stands close to 170.

--Art Dorland, Chair Emeritus, IWP

Around 2018, the project accepted a new direction in helping Iraqis in Kabballah. An emigrant to the
U.S., Thaer Alhumanidan, who visits Iraq regularly to see family, assisted by VFP Lee Vander Laan, both of
Essex County, Massachusetts proposed a new water project arena in Kabballah. With the assistance of a
local Islamic Society for Relief, schools were asked to submit requests for assistance.

This successful first project, with three units installed, along with tanks, faucets, and coolers was
replicated this year in additional schools, five of which were identified by first accepting requests for
assistance, and then evaluating the relative need, community served, and local contractors who would
help.

Thaer went to Iraq this year in June, 2025, to see family, but in addition to purchase and coordinate
installation of the filter equipment, and additional large fiberglass tanks, along with faucets and coolers
in four schools, and an additional smaller installation as well. In some cases, the water fountain
equipment was already installed, but was substantially enhanced with new modern RO (Reverse
Osmosis) units. An important task is timely replacement of filters, and a separate maintenance fund has
been set aside for their purchase.

The Iraq Water Project has more ideas! The political landscape changes, but the needs of people,
especially those on the fringes of society with minimal income, do not. Our project provides dignity, and
includes families who survive with less. The local folks install these units, and provide labor for plumbing
and assembly. It is but one way to make a difference, and Veterans For Peace can help facilitate with
donations and energy. Perhaps someday we can facilitate trips for veteran members to pitch in, and help
with projects again.

--Lee Vander Laan, IWP Coordinator
Appendix 4, Mobilization Committee, Gerry Condon:

There is LOTS of mobilizing going on. Many people, groups and coalitions are organizing against wars
abroad and the war on working people here at home. Millions of people around the globe, including
here in U.S., are appalled by the systematic Israeli genocide of Palestinians, with the active support of
the United States.

The crackdown on pro-Palestine encampments on college campuses and the persecution of
pro-Palestine students overlapped with white supremacist ICE attacks in our own communities.

Then on January 3rd the Trump administration bombed Venezuela and kidnapped its President Nicolas
Maduro and “First Combatant” Cilia Flores, who are sitting in a Brooklyn jail on Trumped-up charges (pun
intended). Trump and Hegseth continue to bomb small boats in the Caribbean that they claim are
smuggling drugs.

And now the “peace president” has unilaterally launched another illegal, immoral war of aggression in
the Middle East — this time against Iran, its people, its culture, its civilization. U.S. imperialism is naked
for all who dare to look. People are very much resenting the ruthless rule of the “Epstein Class” (aka
Billionaires), who are poisoning the planet, even as they play with nuclear weapons.



So yes, there is lots of mobilizing going on. It is necessary. And people are stepping up. This is a time of
mobilizing, networking, collaborating and coalition-building. That is the good news.

It is no small coincidence that the No Kings rally and other national mobilizations have been so widely
joined. Millions of people were in the streets of hundreds of towns and cities. Veterans For Peace was
there, along with other peace activists, and the antiwar messaging is growing stronger at each large
mobilization.

Veterans For Peace has always been stronger and more effective when we are part of larger efforts,
where we bring our veteran’s voice and authenticity.

The next such opportunity is May Day, just a couple weeks away on May 1. The May Day Strong actions
are taking place in hundreds of location. You can find them on the map at May Day Strong website. They
are also calling people to not go to school or to work on Friday, May 1, and not to buy anything. This can
be seen as an early effort building toward organizing the General Strike that more and more people are
talking about.

Aside from joining enthusiastically in these broader antiwar marches and campaigns, Veterans For Peace
is initiating its own distinct actions and inviting others to join and support VFP’s initiatives. Currently, we
are encouraging VFP chapters, members, friends and allies to show up outside military bases with
messaging that calls on our sisters and brothers in the military to Refuse lllegal Orders. VFP’s billboard
message has been installed outside at least 13 military bases around the United States, sparking much
interest and sometimes controversy, which can be good publicity.

The Mobilization Committee is looking forward to a day when many VFP chapters will take action on the
same day at multiple military bases. Those chapters not near military installations can target the offices
of corporations that profit from war. Or maybe recruiting stations.... We had wanted to do this sooner,
but this is a very busy time.

Veterans For Peace has also been networking and working together with other compatible veterans
groups, such as About Face, 50501 veterans, Indivisible veterans, Common Defense, and others. Several
of these groups are gathering together in Washington, DC this week to make a strong statement against
the illegal and immoral U.S./Israeli war on Iran, and against more funding for war. VFP will put out an
Action Alert on Tuesday to reinforce the demands of the veterans’ action.

There is lots of networking and coalition building going on at the local and national level. A couple
months ago, the Veterans For Peace Executive Committee voted to join the Resist US-Led Wars
Movement. We are actively participating in the No War on Venezuela coalition, a broad grouping of
antiwar and anti-imperialist organizations anchored by Black Alliance For Peace, UNAC, Resist US-Led
Wars, the Antiwar Action Network and others. This coalition started out with a Venezuela focus but has
broadened to organize resistance to the war on Iran. The San Francisco VFP Chapter 69 has successfully
co-sponsored several events with the ANSWER Coalition, as have VFP members in other cities around
the U.S.

The Golden Rule peace boat will also carry VFP’s anti-war, anti-genocide, anti-ICE and anti-nuclear
messaging, while sailing California coast this summer. We will emphasize positive messaging, however,
about growing and effective resistance — for example how communities have organized for self-defense
against ICE attacks, and continue to resist war and genocide.

So yes, there is lots of mobilizing going on right now. This is one of those historical moments after which
things will never be quite the same. Veterans For Peace should be a vital part of this mobilizing, and we
are. We have a special role to play. Even one person showing up with that flag makes a difference. But



the more flags the better. This is also a time where VFP is attracting new members, including active duty
and recently discharged veterans. So the more visibility we have, the better.

| should mention also that Veterans For Peace is co-sponsoring a webinar next Thursday, April 23, along
with the Task Force on the Americas. Titled, Resisting US/Israeli Wars — from Venezuela and Cuba to
Gaza, Iran and Lebanon, it will feature VFP members Josh Shurley and Ann Wright, reporting back from
recent delegations to Venezuela and Cuba. Ann Wright will actually be reporting directly from the
Mediterranean Sea and the Global Sumud Flotilla on its way to Gaza. Venezuelan-American activist
Leonardo Flores will give us an update on how the Venezuelan government is navigating extreme U.S.
intervention while maintaining its socialist government and continuing its unique Bolivarian revolution. |
will be serving as moderator. Please join us if you can. If you register on Zoom, you will also receive a
recording of the webinar.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0PjrtvFbTSC5pKHFgT4Erg?emci=70f9e73e-ee38-f11
1-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=71c563b2-aa39-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&ceid=10481876#/regis
tration

Appendix 5, Communications Committee, Gerry Condon:

VFP’s executive director Michael McPhearson is providing a lot of leadership in the Communications
Committee. He has drafted an extensive description of our resources and goals, with input from several
of us, and he has shared the document with communications professionals for helpful feedback. He is
still deliberating whether to hire a fulltime Communications Director or whether some of this work could
be done on a contract basis. Whichever way we go, we will be systematically developing VFP’s capacity
for strong, unified messaging and greater presence and visibility on many media platforms.

At our recent meeting this last Wednesday, we discussed a number of possibilities for re-organizing VFP
Radio, now that Jim Wohlgemuth and Harvey Bennett, who have produced and disseminated a weekly
radio show for ten years, are planning to step back, and maybe just do a monthly show. We can fill in the
other three weeks with shows that are being produced by other VFP chapters and members. We will be
meeting with Jim and Harvey in the next week or so to further develop these plans. VFP Radio is already
being aired on several (10 or 12?) community radio stations and on several platforms, such as YouTube
and Spotify. We want to make this an even more widely distributed, highly promoted project of Veterans
For Peace.

Appendix 6, Nuclear Abolition WG, Gerry Condon:

The VFP Nuclear Abolition Working Group continues to meet on the 4th Friday of most months. We have
great participation from many knowledgeable VFP members who are engaged in work against nuclear
weapons, nuclear power, and uranium weapons. We are committed to updating the Veterans For Peace
Nuclear Posture Review, but this is going slow. We sometimes have experts speaking in our monthly
meetings. We also organize larger-participation webinars with hundreds of people attending. lvana
Hughes, the director of Nuclear Age Peace Foundation and Peter Kuznick, longtime nuclear abolition
activist have offered to do a webinar with us in May. They have recently written and published several
articles about how the current reckless war-making of the Trump administration threaten the entire
world with the growing possibility of nuclear war.

In the future, the Nuclear Abolition Working Group would like to regularly update VFP members about
nuclear-related developments and propose timely actions they can take.

Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
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Saturday, March 21, 2026, Minutes

PRESENT: Susan Schnall, Josh Shurley, Ellen Barfield, Windsor Wade, Ellen Davidson, Michael Wong, Enya
Anderson, Kelly Wadsworth, James Smith, Stephen Zollman, Gerry Condon, and Michael McPhearson.
(Mike Tork absent due to illness, Paul Cox away on Vietnam tour).

MEMBERS PRESENT: Adam Toothker, Al Glatkowski, Andrew Pylman, Barry Ladendorf, Bob, Bryson
Ripley, Cheryl, Dalton Winter, Dave Logsdon, Doug Rawlings, Gabriella Karsch, Garth Saalfield, Gene
Marx, Hal Muskat, Jackie Barshak, James Brown, James Gaffney, Jamey York, Jim Dorenkott, Jim Rine,
Joe Marcinkowski, Justin Loza, Larry White, Lisa McGaughran, Martin Schotz, Nick Mottern, Paul
DuNard, Sharon (CH 55, Santa Fe) Shelley Corteville, Susan Lamont, Tom Larsen

12:40 PM ET, Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played
Member Comments prior to Board Meeting: Notes not taken.

1:00PM: Call to Order of VFP Board Meeting
Checkins: Skipped this time.

Jan 17 and Feb 21 Minutes approved
Mar 21 Agenda approved

Finance Report, Mike Tork: Mike sick. No finance report.

Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson:

Communications | have completed the communications draft plan and received feedback from the
communications committee, which | must integrate into the plan. | reported that we are restructuring
the communications team into three positions: a communications consultant for the newsletter, e-news,
convention booklet, other publications, and action alerts; a part-time Social Media Coordinator; and a
full-time Communications Director. Our Social media Coordinator position is now part-time, but before
we hire a director, | am taking the communications plan to three professionals for feedback on hiring a
full-time director or whether consultants would be a more efficient route. My timeline for deciding is no
later than the end of April, so we can begin the search process.

The next major project is the annual report. | plan to have a draft for you by the next board meeting.

Membership and Fundraising
We have posted the Membership Coordinator job announcement. You can find it on our website, and

Shelly Rockett has posted it on several job boards.
We will soon start the Spring membership renewal drive and appeal. It will run for two weeks.

We have engaged Foundation Search once again, this time through their Grant Development Services
(GDS). We haven't found success with Foundation Search because we don't have the expertise or
capacity to identify grantors in the database. The GDS service will engage with us for several weeks to
create an extensive profile of Veterans For Peace's work. They then match our mission, programs, and
needs with likely grantors and conduct initial outreach to ensure they will accept our grant applications.
They give us a complete profile of the grantors. Veterans For Peace is then responsible for writing the
grants and follow-up. We intend to hire a professional grant writer to help complete the grant
applications. The GDS timeline runs from April 16 through June. Between now and April 16, we need to
clarify our funding needs and priorities to communicate them to the GDS team.



Assessing our funding needs and developing a clear case for support will help us with grant writing and
communicating with major donors.

Database and Website

VFP member Justin Loza is an IT professional and business owner who has offered his services to help us
review the Every Action Database. On Monday, he will brief us on his findings. As a result, we should be
closer to deciding whether to overhaul our procedures and database structure or migrate to another
platform.

The outcome of the database review directly impacts when we will update our website. We do not have
the capacity to handle two major projects - a database and a full website upgrade, at the same time. If
the timeline to improve the database is short, we may start upgrading the website this year. If we need
to migrate to a new database or the restructure is complex and lengthy, we will have to wait until 2027.
Funding availability for the website upgrade is also a determining consideration.

Personnel
Although the personnel committee has not met, we have begun our priority task of reviewing and
completing the Personnel Handbook.

Organizing Priorities
The 2026 Veterans For Peace National Work document outlines our focus areas.

. Resisting the full scope of U.S. Imperialism - Monroe Doctrine, Israel/Palestine, Ukraine, Iran,
Russia, China.

. Opposing fascism, authoritarianism, Mass Deportation, and building democracy.

o Save Our VA

. Climate Crisis and Militarism

These priorities encompass the Refuse Orders campaign and outreach to service members; Veterans
Against Genocide and Fascism; ending the war on Iran; resisting other military actions; deported
veterans advocacy events; supporting the Climate Crisis tour; and SOVA organizing.

We continue to prepare for the national convention and mobilize for the No Kings national action.

. National People’s Tribunal on Palestine Veterans For Peace is partnering with the Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) and the American Friends Service Committee to
organize a National People’s Tribunal on Palestine. Planning for the event is still in flux. | will update you
once | know more.

Thank you to the board members for completing the Conflict of Interest form. Sometime in the future, |
will send you a 2026 form.

Membership Committee: Josh Shurley
VFP Membership Report — March 2026
Current Snapshot

o Total Members (Feb 2026): 3,398
o Veteran: 2,682
o Associate: 716
o] Active Duty: 261
. Lapsed Members: 500
. Total Subscribers: 17,799
Membership Trends (Jan—Mar 2026)
. Growth remains steady following strong 2025 expansion (+41%)

. New member intake is clustered geographically



. Growth aligns with active organizing networks
Key Growth Regions

o Minnesota (Twin Cities)
. Oregon (Portland—Eugene)
Chapters
. Currently 105—-110 active chapters
. No new chapters chartered yet in 2026
Challenges
. Converting new members into active participants
. Improving:
o chapter placement
o} engagement pathways
o} ongoing involvement
Strategic Focus
. Develop regional coordination model
. Strengthen renewal and retention efforts
. Strengthen VFP capacity to mobilize
Staffing & Infrastructure
. Hiring new Membership Coordinator (in progress)
. Database remains a key limitation
. Incremental improvements ongoing
J System stabilization is a priority
Key Takeaway

Growth follows organizing. The task ahead is turning membership growth into sustained organizing
power.

Transformative Justice Committee: Kelly Wadsworth
. Waiting on written notes for this portion of meeting minutes

Reports from National Projects and Working Groups:

Climate Crisis and Militarism, Jim Rine:

Progress Report on Tour 2 and 3 (as of 22 March 2026)

Basic concept of the Wake Up to the Climate Crisis & NO MAS tours
(https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis/wake-climate-crisis-tour) is to be a catalyst
for local actions by VFP members and allied groups in the communities visited. Tarak Kauff and Ellen
Davidson are loaning their van for use by the tour. Specific tasks to be performed:

. Promote “Earth’s Greatest Enemy” and, when possible, show the film at locally organized venues
. Demonstrate peacefully at air shows by displaying banners and signs and interacting with air
show attendees to point out harms of using active-duty warcraft for entertainment.

. Visiting environmental departments at universities to talk to profs or, at minimum, distribute

special issues of PPN to faculty.
If a VFP chapter or allied organization is in vicinity of city visited, tour will rely on their choice of
organizations to reach out to.

Tour 2 status: Dropped Vidalia, GA air show and added Pittsburgh for possible movie showing on
Memorial Day (May 25). Tour 2 occurs between academic semesters making organizing on campus
functions problematic.

Tour 3 status: As of March 22, plans are underway for Patuxent, VA with Pat Elder as sponsor, and in the
DE-MD-VA area with Ellen Barfield and associates. Outreach to other VFP chapters and allied


https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis/wake-climate-crisis-tour

organizations has just begun. Colleges are in summer sessions, which may improve accessibility to
students.

Tables with log of outreach to VFP chapters, colleges, allied orgs, and churches are at
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GANQGQfomHN2INWRagg7NHWIM ZJIoEh

Golden Rule, Michelle Marsonette:
. Report postponed until next month.

Korea Peace Campaign, John Kim:

Korea Peace Campaign (KPC) is the longest, active national project of the VFP that started in

2002. Its mission is to achieve a peaceful end to the lingering, costly Korean War; heal the

wounds of the War; and promote reconciliation and friendship between American and Korean

people.

1) Advocacy against the Winter US-SK Joint War Drills: The so-called “Freedom Shield” (FS) military
exercise, which is one of the largest, joint, combined US war drills in the world, took place in South Korea
from March 9 to March 19 this year. About 20,000 South Korean troops and an undisclosed number of
US troops (8th Army, 11th Airborne Division from Alaska) participated in this winter war drills focused on
computer command and control, as well as field trainings. From the past record, the estimated number
of the US troops involved in this winter war drills are also about 20,000. North Korea condemned the
joint war drill as a rehearsal for a surprise invasion against it, and conducted its own missile launch drills
too during the same period. South Korean peace groups also condemned the large-scale joint war drills
that usually increase military tensions on the Korean Peninsula. In the U.S., some 100 peace groups
issued an open letter at the end of Feb. 2026, urging the US to cancel the provocative, costly military
drills. The cosponsors of the letter included VFP, WBW, Women Cross DMZ, Pax Christi USA, Peace Action
NYS, Codepink, Answer Coalition, Nodutdol, etc. It is interesting to note that the US military moved some
of its Patriot and THAAD anti-missile batteries from South Korea to the Middle East during these war
drills in South Korea. This indicates that the US will be now more flexible in using its troops and military
assets in Korea for other hot spots in the world.

2) Update on the International People’s Tribunal (IPT) on the Atomic Bombings: VFP is one of the dozen
international partner groups that are supporting this historic IPT, which was launched by the surviving
South Korean atomic bomb victims (some 40,000 Koreans present in Hiroshima and Nagasaki as forced
labor, comfort women and other workers, were probably killed) and their supporting groups in
Hiroshima in 2024. They are asking an official apology and just compensation from the US government.
The Organizing Committee of the IPT originally planned to hold the Tribunal in New York this year.
However, due to the increasing difficulty of visiting the US by foreigners nowadays, the IPT’s venue is
now changed to Seoul. The Tribunal will be held at a Korean university from Nov. 13 to Nov. 15, 2026. In
the Tribunal, Ann Wright, the Coordinator of KPC and a member of the VFP’s Advisory Board, will provide
her reflection on the testimony of the Korean atomic victims. There are five Judges selected for the IPT,
including Prof. Richard Falk (retired), Prof. Marjorie

Cohn (retired), etc. For the international community, there will be an online streaming of the event. If
interested in learning more about it, please visit its website at https://abombtribunal.campaignus.me

3) Fundraising for Building Hyosun-Miseon Memorial Archive: As mentioned in the last VFP Newsletter,
we have been raising funds for the building of a Hyosun-Miseon Memorial Archive, next to the
Hyosun-Miseon Peace Park in South Korea. Concerned South Korean civic groups are planning to build
the Archive by 2027. It will preserve documents, pictures, videos, etc., relating to the two Korean middle
school girls who were crushed to death by a US Army armored vehicle moving on a countryside road, as
well as the Korean people’s candle-light movement for justice that arose in South Korea, after all charges
against the vehicle’s crew were dismissed by a US Army’s court martial. The two US soldiers involved
were sent back to the US promptly. South Korea had no jurisdiction about the case because the US
refused to turn over the two US soldiers to the South Korean judicial system. We raised about $1,000 so
far for the Archive fund, but would appreciate further donation by individuals, local VFP chapters or VFP



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GQNQGQfomHN2INWRagq7NHWJM_ZJloEh
https://abombtribunal.campaignus.me

national to show our solidarity with the Korean people. Our fundraising drive will continue until the end
of March 2026. If interested in helping out, please click on the Donate box in the VFP’s Korea Peace
Campaign site on the VFP website or mail a check to the VFP office with a memo entry for the Korea
project.

4) Next KPC Online Meeting KPC project is holding a monthly online meeting. The next meeting will be
held on April 14, Tues., 8 pm ET, 5 pm, PT. If any VFP member or friends are interested in attending our
meeting, please contact us at kpc@veteransforpeace.org.

End the Forever US War in Korea!

John, Ann, and Ellen, March 21, 2026

China Working Group, Michael Wong:

The VFP China Working Group has continued to exchange information within the group on China and US
relations, as well as China's relations with other countries, particularly in Asia. We currently have 30
members in our list, although not all are active in the group. In the last year we arranged for KJ Noh to
speak at our VFP National Convention, interviewed various experts on China and international relations
on our YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/@veteransforpeacewithchina5667), supported
author of a book on China Dee Knight to tour the San Francisco Bay Area (Dee Knight:
https://deeknight.blog/befriendingchina/), and continued contacts and discussions with both the
Chinese and the peace community. Three of our members, Sara Flounders, Michael Kramer, and KJ Noh,
were published in a new anthology on today's China, entitled "China Changes Everything"
(https://shop.ingramspark.com/b/084?params=muglWI1EbR4NeDulvvxPeb47RodVmXeFeBKWk70sL9Bi).
We have also kept updating our web page:
(https://www.veteransforpeace.org/our-work/working-groups/china-working-group) on the VFP
National website.

Our working group is sponsoring a tour to China in October, during which we will visit Beijing, Nanjing,
Chengdu, and Urumgi. Urumaqi is in Xinjiang, where the US media and some officials and US based NGOs
have falsely accused China of committing genocide against the Muslim Uyghurs. However, the Uyghurs
(about 60% of Xinjiang's population which includes several other ethnic minorities) have actually
increased their population faster than the Han Chinese, Xinjiang's economy is thriving, and the Uyghurs
can be seen in the temples practicing their religion and going about living normal lives. Unlike Gaza,
Xinjiang is wide open and millions of tourists from all over the world (including the Muslim world) go
there every year. We will be going there to see for ourselves.

Regarding the current situation between the US and China: During Obama's "Pivot To Asia," the US
moved 60% of our naval force to surround China, built up bases around China, pressured Asian allies and
neutral countries to join us against China, and formed and/or strengthened our military alliances against
China. Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Taiwan island, Australia, New Zealand, and India have all been
pressured to join the US and to increase their defense spending and military coordination. Other Asian
nations have been pressured as well, but some like Viet Nam, Singapore, and Thailand have resisted or
engaged with both sides but taken a neutral position. India gives a mixed response, but the Philippines
have allowed the US military to reestablish military bases there and buy new arms from the US. NATO
nation warships - the same nations who invaded China during the Colonial Period and chopped China up
into colonies - have joined the US in naval exercises around China's coasts, in shows of traditional
Western "gunboat diplomacy." But they changed their tune from fighting for "Christianity" to fighting for
"freedom and democracy."

The US had been saying for some time that China intends to "invade" Taiwan in 2027, but China has been
consistent in denying that, repeating their long held position that China seeks eventual peaceful
reunification with Taiwan island, and would only use force as a last resort if independence is officially
declared. China has consistently made clear that there is no deadline for reunification and no intent to
attack in 2027. China's position is plausible because the political situation in Taiwan has slowly moved
over the years towards gradually increased support for some kind of compromise around reunification,
so time is on China's side in the long run. Support for a compromise increased even more with the
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Ukraine war, with many on Taiwan island saying "We don't want to be the next Ukraine." Many of us
who follow the US war drive towards China viewed the US "2027 invasion" claim as a signal that the US
might create some excuse to start a war with China next year. However, now the latest 2026 Annual
Threat Assessment of the US Intelligence Committee says that China is NOT planning to "invade" Taiwan
island in 2027. The Washington elite haven't withdrawn from viewing China as an "existential threat"
that they intend to take down, but it may be that they recognize that the US isn't in a position right now
to win such a war, so they are pushing the timeline back somewhat.

Meanwhile, the criminals in Washington are attacking other innocent nations in a series of utterly
immoral, illegal, bloody, and stupid wars of choice for no other reason than that those nations exist and
aren't vassals of the US. | have been speaking out and organizing against those wars.

Michael Wong

President’s Report, Susan Schnall:

Convention Committee: Convention theme to be “Peace Through Non-Violent Action: From Chaos to
Community” Dates: August 6th-9th. Place: University of Missouri at Kansas City (thank to Bryson Ripley
and Kansas City VFP chapter).

Billboard Campaign: ICE Out of our Communities—Portland. Uncle Sam: Refuse lllegal Orders Campaign
is ongoing. Have had some good media coverage.

Aaron Bushnell Commemoration (thanks to Joy Metzler): February 25th in multiple cities

Peace and Planet News- Members and chapter are encouraged to order!!

VFP Communications Report/VFP Mobilization Committee Report, Gerry Condon:

The US/Israeli war on Iran, Lebanon and Palestine continues. Iran is being targeted largely because of its
support for Palestinian self-determination and its opposition to Israeli expansionism. The Zionist
government of Israel and the neocons in the US want to destroy Iran, break it up into little pieces, or
leave it in a state of chaos like they did Libya and Iraq.

The 3,000 year old Persian culture and the country of 90 million people will not go down so easily,
however. They prepared very well for this war and their strategy is making it very difficult for Israel and
the U.S., who are re-thinking their goals.

This is an inflection moment in the war. It will start to "wind down" as Trump has suggested, or it will
escalate. Don't believe what Trump says. Look at what he is actually doing - massing thousands of
Marines for an expected attempt to take over the Strait of Hormuz. An increasing number of analysts are
now worrying out loud about a nuclear bomb being used against Iran, whether from Netanyahu or from
Trump.

Whatever the case, now is the time to be stepping up our resistance to the war on Iran, Lebanon, Gaza,
Venezuela and Cuba. Our next, best opportunity to do so is this coming Saturday, March 28 - No Kings
Day. All VFP chapters, members, friends and allies are encourage to join the No Kings marches and
rallies and to bring our antiwar messaging: Peace at Home, Peace Abroad! No ICE, No War, No Nukes!
Stop the US/Israeli War against Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, Venezuela and Cuba! To military personnel we say,
"Refuse Unlawful Orders to participate in an illegal war of aggression."

Michael McPhearson has been invited to speak at the No Kings rally in Seattle. | have been invited to
speak at the No Kings rally in San Francisco. VFP will do an e-blast on Monday or Tuesday that will
include flyers that people can download, print out and distribute at the No Kings marches and rallies.

The Mobilization Committee meets on the second Friday of the month at 4 pm Eastern, 1 pm Pacific. At
our recent meeting, we quickly united on a strategy to continue and amplify VFP's campaign to reach out
to military personnel and remind them of their right and responsibility to refuse illegal orders. We



propose a concerted campaign at military bases around the country (and the world). VFP chapters that
do not have a military base nearby can protest elsewhere, including the offices of weapons
manufacturers, aka war profiteers.

We would like to also have a single day of nationally-coordinated VFP-led protests at military bases and
war profiteers. We are looking at May 1.

This will take a lot of real organizing on our part. We need organizers who are willing to put in a few
hours making phone calls to all our chapters. Motivated volunteers should contact Michael McPhearson
or me (Gerry Condon).

Report from VFP Venezuela Delegation, Josh Shurley:

This report summarizes key observations and reflections from our delegation to Venezuela in late
February, undertaken to better understand the impacts of U.S. policy and to engage in international
solidarity. Josh and Gerry from the board attended, along with Ann Wright and Ren Pluta (from VFP) and
others from groups like Code Pink, World Beyond War, and the Gaza Sumud Flotilla, among others. The
delegation had three primary objectives: to observe conditions on the ground, particularly in relation to
U.S. sanctions, to engage directly with Venezuelan communities and organizations, and to critically
assess the gap between dominant U.S. narratives and lived realities.

Participants observed significant economic hardship, including inflation and shortages. However, these
conditions were consistently understood by those we spoke with as being closely tied to external
pressures - especially U.S. sanctions that restrict access to essential goods and financial systems. These
measures are widely experienced as a form of economic warfare rather than neutral policy tools as
sanctions are often described.

A key takeaway from the delegation was the disconnect between how Venezuela is portrayed in U.S.
media and the complexity of conditions on the ground. While challenges are real, the framing of
intervention as beneficial or necessary is not reflected in the perspectives of many Venezuelans affected
by these policies. The delegation also highlighted broader patterns in U.S. foreign policy, including the
use of economic and political pressure to influence or destabilize governments. These patterns mirror
approaches seen in other historical and contemporary contexts.

This experience underscores the importance of critical media literacy, independent observation, and
international solidarity. It also reinforces the need to question dominant narratives and to examine the
human consequences of policy decisions.

For organizations such as Veterans For Peace, this work remains essential—not only in opposing military
conflict, but in addressing the broader systems and strategies that perpetuate harm.

Post 9/11 Report (deferred), Joy Metzler, Olga Garcia, Phil Tottenham:

Olga gave a brief summary of ongoing work to include plans for a Stop The Bleed training seminar being
developed out of the Las Vegas chapter for others in VFP to emulate. May work up a train-the-trainer
program at the August convention. Also discussed plans for a regular forum for chapter organizers to
attend for ongoing trainings. Will follow up with national.

Next Board meeting: April 18, 2025
Adjournment




Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, February 21, 2026 Minutes

PRESENT: President Susan Schnall, Ellen Barfield, Ellen Davidson, James Smith, Kelly Wadsworth, Mike
Tork, Mike Wong, Stephen Zollman, Windsor Wade, Paul Cox (notes). Staff: Michael McPhearson,
Shelly Rockett, Chris Smiley. Absent: Gerry Condon (Venezuela Delegation), Josh Shurley (Venezuela
Delegation), Enya Anderson

MEMBERS PRESENT: Adam Toothker, Al Glatkowski, Andrew Pylman, BArry Ladendorf Bob, Bryson
Ripley, Cheryl, Dalton Winter, Dave Logsdon, Doug Rawlings, Gabriella Karsch, Garth Saalfield, Gene
Marx, Hal Muskat, Jackie Barshak, James Brown, James Gaffney, Jamey York, Jim Dorenkott, Jim Rine,
Joe Marcinkowski, Justin Loza, Larry White, Lisa McGaughran, Martin Schotz, Nick Mottern, Paul
DuNard, Sharon (CH 55, Santa Fe), Shelley Corteville, Susan Lamont, Tom Larsen

12:40 PM ET, Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played

Pre-meeting comments by members:

Dave Logsdon: Chapter 27 has 16 new members. They are planning a number of events, including a
memorial for Aaron Bushnell on Feb 26.

Jim Rine: Reminded people of showing of Earth’s Greatest Enemy at.... Also planning a PPN Reprinting
of the Climate Crisis issue

Sharon : The Santa Fe Chapter 55 will hold a memorial for Aaron Bushnell on Wed Feb 25. She also
asked about the VFP logo car-door magnets. Dave Logsdon, dlvfp27@gmail.com, has them available.

Called to Order: 1:00 pm ET.

Checkins

Minutes of January 17, 2026, Approved

Agenda: /Approved

Finance Report: Mike Tork
UNRESTRICTED FUNDS

Wire Transfer acc’t, S544
Edward Jones, $16,932
Operating 1, $215,405
Operating 2, $335,007
CDs
CD #1 - 6 months $20,800
CD #2 -1 year $20,401
CD #3 - 2 year $20,382
Total Interest = $1,583
Business Savings, S 1.07
Credit Card:, S 0
TOTAL = $629,471

RESTRICTED FUNDS

Zinn Fund, 518,486
Other Restricted, $ $17,710
TOTAL = $36,196

Future Needs: Priorities will need to be set. We cannot do all at one time:
Web update
Database evaluation. Fix if possible. Add components if needed.


mailto:dlvfp27@gmail.com

Replace/data migration

Hire Communication Lead

Foundation Search/Other grant development opportunities
Sohaila Abdulai

2026 Budget Review—Mike was conservative in Revenue projections and careful to cover
Expense projections. Approved

Expenses, -$701,711
Revenue. $688,900
Net -$ 12,811

Budget: He presented the Budget for approval, along with an explanation of how he arrived at
the budget. Approved w/one abstention (Ellen Davidson). There was a request that the
Finance Committee review the budget.

Executive Director Report: Michael McPhearson:

e Staff continues to review priorities that were reported last month but not completed yet. MMc
expects it to be done this week.

e Membership and Fundraising Committees will be meeting. MMc will be hiring a
communications director. That position will be posted soon.

® The Mobilization Committee charter document is still under review and MMc will send it to
board.

® The Personnel Committee will meet the first week in March to work on Employee Handbook
changes.
Database efficacy review is in process.
The website has not been upgraded in 10 years, but migration/upgrade must wait for resolution
of the database. MMc continues to work with MFSO and Common Defense. Reviewing DVAP.
Organing efforts are 1) lllegal orders, 2) Mob for No Kings rallies across the country. (Chapters
need to engage with Indivisible and 50501, locally), and 3) Convention, Aug 6-9; and WILPF, who
is organizing a tribunal on Palestine.
MMc still needs COI forms from two board Members, who have been notified by email.
For bequests, a site, FreeWill.com, facilitates how people can make pledges and deliver
bequests.

® Foundation Search contract is coming up for renewal, either to dump them, renew, or contract
with them for more specific grant services. Also, the ExComm will meet with a potential grant
writing consultant.

Transformative Justice Committee: Kelly Wadsworth, The Committee will be meeting on a regular
schedule rather than more random meetings, and will be putting together an SOP to help chapters work
through new dynamics, and perhaps creating a new drop-in space. Also a call for volunteers to help with
the document who are experienced in leading meetings, and perhaps act as an “on-Zoom” resource.
Kelly also discussed the Kindred View element related to hierarchy vs nonhierarchical organizations (such
as in chapter meetings to bring order to chaos and ensure that everyone can speak, and equitable
meetings. She suggested a site https://jurassicparliament.com/ that helps with such activities.

Communications/Social Media Report: Chris Smiley: Link to report here., He has been working on our
YouTube channel, and is quite happy with Facebook, which has increased engagement and has made it
easier to donate. Tiktok has been purchased by a billionaire Zionist, Larry Ellison, who has tightened up
the algorithm. We wiil continue to post on TikTok, but use it to draw away visitors to better places.

President’s Report:
Convention
Theme: Peace Through Nonviolent Action: From Chaos to Community


http://will.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nuA9KQnD92DioJIDXtvxkLTWV_HNFUjj/view?usp=sharing

Dates: August 6™-9™

University of Missouri at Kansas City (UMKC) (thanks to Bryson Ripley and Kansas City

VFP chapter and Mike Tork)
Billboard Campaign: Mike Tork is coordinating. Nick Mottern, mentioned the one on a major
highway near the Reaper Drone base in Puerto Rico. that shows a drone and telling troops they
have a duty to refuse illegal orders—on an electronic billboard with 1,100 images each day. It
costs $1,800/month. 30,000 troops have come into PR in the last few months. Paul Cox showed
the one going up on Feb 23 at Travis and Ellen showed an ICE out of the US one going up in
Seattle. A fundraising appeal will be going out for the billboards next month. New billboards:
ICE Out of our Cities—Portland, and Uncle Sam: Refuse Illegal Orders—Travis AFB.
Aaron Bushnell Commemoration (thanks to Joy Metzler): February 25" multiple cities. Ellen
shows an Aaron Bushnell, poster, and a flyer. To get these files let Ellen know.
Peace and Planet News- Order!! Number 17, Winter 2026 is available for order and the reprint
update for the Climate issue will be available soon.

VFP Board Committees assignment: See Appendix 1. Susan noted that members do not have to be
board members to be members of committees.

VFP Communications Report/VFP Mobilization Committee Report: tabled to March 21 mtg.
Post 9/11 Report: Joy Metzler, Olga Garcia, Phil Tottenham: tabled until March 21 meeting

Next Board meeting: March 21, 2025,
Adjournment 2:18 pm ET

Post-Board-meeting discussion:

Hal Muskat: suggests that we do a monthly webinar on various topics. Susan responded that there are
frequent local/regional webinars

Sharon, who is near Holloman, NM. likes the drone banner. Nick responded that the group, including
Tobe Blome, is planning to rent one nearby.

Jamie York: He is working with SOVA. Link on Twitter/X

James Gaffney: Asked whether there have been any tacking of responses to our billboards. Michael will
look into the hits on the Servicemember pages. He also mentioned that we are getting an increase in
nasty notes. He also mentioned the progress of the lawsuit about US military increased in the
Caribbean, He has talked to NLG, and Center for Constitutional Rights.

Jackie Barshak, Chapter 69 will be taking an action in honor of Aaron Bushnell, along with Noisemakers
Against Genocide.

Ellen Davidson, will put up all the graphics we have put together into a link.

Barry Ladendorf mentioned that in San Diego an billboard has gone up near the bases. The chapter is
also gaining newly discharged and soon-to-be-discharged service members. He also suggested that we
employ our national Advisory Board more.

Larry White mentioned that there is much military where he lives in Central Joisey, and wants to get
access to nearby members.

Hal Muskat: is concerned about dangers of deciding to refuse illegal orders, and morality issues are
important.

Al Glatkowski asked about the coming Armistice Day and whether we should make an appearance in DC,
perhaps a concert in Malcolm X Park. Would like to talk with folks about it.

Zoom closed at 2:38

Appendix 1: 2026 VFP Committee Assignments



e ExComm: President Susan Schnall, Vice President Josh Shurley, Secretary Paul Cox, Treasurer
Mike Tork, Michael McPhearson (Executive Director)

e Membership and Chapter Support: Chair Josh Shurley; Nick Mottern, Dave Logsdon, Enya
Anderson, Windsor Wade, Ellen Barfield, James Smith II

e Recruitment and Retention: Chair Gerry Condon

e Transformative Justice: Chair Kelly Wadsworth, Mike Wong, Stephen Zollman, Ellen
Davidson, Barry Reich, Greg Corning

e Communications: Chair/Liaison Gerry Condon, Ellen Davidson, Michael McPhearson

e Delegations: Chair Ellen Davidson, Josh Shurley, Enya Anderson

e Finance: Chair/Treasurer Mike Tork, Ellen Davidson, Paul Cox

e Development: Chair Matt Southworth, Stephen Zollman, Mike Tork, Michael McPhearson

e Personnel: Chair Paul Cox, Enya Anderson, Kelly Wadsworth, Nick Mottern

o Mobilization Committee: Gerry Condon and Joshua Shurley Co-Chairs, Ellen Barfield, Nick
Mottern, Dan Shea

e Convention: Co-chairs Susan Schnall, Michael McPhearson

e Awards: Chair Josh Shurley, Becky Luening, Nick Mottern, Mike Tork, Mike Wong

e Bylaws: Chair Josh Shurley, Stephen Zollman

e Resolutions: Chair Josh Shurley, Bob Gryzinski, Stephen Zollman, James Smith II

e Nominations: Chair Ellen Barfield, Enya Anderson, Dave Logsdon

e VFP Advisory Board: Paul Cox and Michael McPhearson

Veterans For Peace Board of Directors
Saturday, January 17, 2026 Minutes

PRESENT: President Susan Schnall, Ellen Barfield, Ellen Davidson, Enya Anderson, Gerry Condon, James
Smith,Josh Shurley, Kelly Wadsworth, Mike Tork, Mike Wong, Stephen Zollman, Windsor Wade, Paul Cox
(notes). Staff: Michael McPhearson, Shelly Rockett, Chris Smiley. Absent: Matt Southworth,

MEMBERS PRESENT: Al Glatkowski, Alan Batten, Allen Johnson, Alice Slater, Art Milholland, Bob Suberi,
Daniel Peterson, Dave Logsdon, David Swift, Dominick Favuzzi, Don Kimball, Felice, Francis Sullivan,
Gerald Hassett, Gene Stewart, Jackie Barshak, James Gaffney, Jason, John Amadon, John Wilks, Joy
Metzler, Kate Gormley, Kim Gormley, Marylu Sanders, Mike Caggiano, Monica McPharland, Moonfrog:
Nancy Nelson, Olga Garcia, Paul DuNard, Peter Bronson, pk2mo, Phil, Regina Sneed, Russell, Shelley
Corteville, Steve Fournier, Steve Morse, Susan Lamont, Tarak Kauff, Ted Englemann, Thomas Leonard,
Tim Farley, Tom Arnold, Tom Larsen, Vince Dijanich, Water Sotr.

12:40 PM ET, Videos of the VFP Statement of Purpose and Indigenous Worldview were played

Pre-meeting comments by members:

John Wilks: Uranium Working Group. Asked to know the person on the board who works with them.
No bylaws needed for Working Groups, Chapters need to have bylaws. Asked also about template for
bylaws. Susan responded: Gerry Condon; no; yes; no, but Josh is working on a template.

Dave Logsdon: He reported from the Front Lines of Minneapolis. The broad community is pitching in to
make ICE’s presence difficult. The Proud Boys are marching today, but no one is going to protest them
and leave them marching in 9 degree weather. Their new chapter president Marie Purcell is working
hard and Post 911 vets are being active.

Don Kimball, Host of Friendly Fire a Voice For Veterans: Reported that three members of the
Oglala nation were arrested at a homeless encampment in Minneapolis by ICE and are being

held at Ft. Snelling!



Steve Morse: Tue VFP SE Regional Webinar Jan 20, 4:30 Pt. 7:30 ET, will be focusing on the VA.
Sponsored by SOVA and the VFP Labor WG.
https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/emails/van/EA/EA015/1/94223/9D1MiGEWsutue5Dho9e5BL
WNivLB8fjld-absciB6zC_archive

John Amadon: Mentioned Earth’s Greatest Enemy is available for purchase.

James Smith: As a new Board member, asking the difference between a working group and a national
project. Susan referred him and everyone to our Website/Governance pages.

Susan Lamont, Santa Rosa Chapter: Thanked VFP for sharing on Facebook the recording of the
Green Party’s Peace Action Committee’s webinar: Militarism Comes Home: Blowback from Wars
Abroad. Gerry Condon was one of the speakers. Here it is for those who didn’t see it.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bDAM779aUL2LNGYEkIKy3rfk55290Qt9/view?usp=sharin
https://guy2k.substack.com/p/veterans-duty

Checkins
December 20, 2025 Minutes: Approved
Agenda: Approved

Welcome to new Board members: James Smith Ill-new board member; Ellen Barfield, Gerry Condon,
Michael Wong were re-elected.

“I, , will uphold the Veterans For Peace Statement of Purpose, and fulfill my responsibilities and
obligations to the organization as a national Board of Directors member to the best of my abilities. I will
work in a spirit of cooperation and mutual respect with other Board members to foster the growth,
integrity, and well-being of the finances, membership, and chapters so that we may fulfill our mission of
abolishing war.”

Matt Southworth has resigned from the board. Susan nominated Stephen Zollman to fill that slot:
Confirmed.

James Smith introduced himself and thanked VFP for electing him to the board
Board election of officers, Mike Wong:

Treasurer: Mike Tork re-elected
Secretary: Paul Cox re-elected
Vice President: Josh Shurley re-elected

President: Susan Schnall re-elected
Finance, Mike Tork:

Operating Funds

Checking Account 1:  $154,145.31
Checking Account 2:  $334,793.64
CDs: S 41,182.38
Bequest Holdings: S 16,913.82
Wire Transfer Account: $ 544.45
Total nonrestricted $567,980

Restricted Account: S 18,377.92
Savings: S 1.07
Zinn Fund S 22,480.14 (SB-$16,680)


https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/emails/van/EA/EA015/1/94223/9D1MiGEWsutue5Dho9e5BLWNivLB8fjld-a6sciB6zC_archive
https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/emails/van/EA/EA015/1/94223/9D1MiGEWsutue5Dho9e5BLWNivLB8fjld-a6sciB6zC_archive
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bDAm77qaUL2LNGYEk9Ky3rfk55z9OQt9/view?usp=sharing
https://guy2k.substack.com/p/veterans-duty

ZINN FUND GRANTS in December, 2005: Nick Mottern - NYC Chapter - $1,800 for Billboard at
Reaper Drone Base, Puerto Rico. AND Tarak Kauff - NYC Chapter - $4,000 for Billboards
BUDGET - 2025 Information is available only through November, but Bylaws say it is due in
October. So Mike will be asking to change that to February of each year. We finished the year
with more than $50k in the black.

Revenues: Budget: $557,150. Actual: $721,315 ($813,315)

Expenses: Budget: $683,764. Actual: $613,719 ($685,719)

2026 - Health Care will increase by 14% (+$7,300)

Restricted Funds Activity
e POST 911 VETERANS, Restricted account established - $20k allocated to Minneapolis
efforts
e BILLBOARDS: Restricted account established with $10k in donations so far
e FLOTILLA: Restricted account established to receive donations

Executive Director Report, Michael McPhearson:

The national office staff is planning our priorities for 2026. | am currently writing a fundraising
and communications plan for the year. Both will be completed by the first week of February for
review by the committees. | will have the first draft of an annual report completed by February
16.

Please fill out the VFP 2025 accomplishments form. It will help me write the annual report, grant
applications, and promote Veterans For Peace.

| am placing greater emphasis on staffing the membership, communications, fundraising, and
mobilization committees. We also need to re-activate the personnel committee.

High on the first quarter priority list is a clear direction for the database.

We have not updated the Veterans For Peace website in over a decade. | am forming a review
team to help make decisions regarding the upgrade. | have met with the company that hosts the
site, Websanity, to begin determining our needs, developing a timeline, and obtaining a quote.

| am working to create stronger ties between Veterans For Peace, Military Families Speak Out,
Common Defense, and About Face.

I’'m helping the Labour working group, in collaboration with Third Act Union, organize a webinar
that centers the voices of U.S. military veterans confronting unlawful and immoral uses of
military power.

There is a VFP Conflict of Interest form for board members to complete. Some members have
done so. | will send the PDF to those who have not filled out the form for you to complete
online.

National People’s Tribunal on Palestine

Veterans For Peace is partnering with the Women'’s International League for Peace and Freedom
(WILPF) and the American Friends Service Committee to organize a National People’s Tribunal on
Palestine in May in Chicago, a city with organizing capacity and connected to the Palestinian
diaspora. The tribunal will focus on the role of U.S. corporations in the Gaza genocide. Proposed
dates for the event are early May or the first week of June. The organizing committee will decide
on the event date in the next two weeks.

o We are planning a two-day event. The first is a day primary of pane;s focused on
education. The tribunal is on the second day. A parallel virtual component will open
participation nationwide, inviting people to observe the proceedings and join facilitated
dialogues during breaks. We will begin organizing the events in locations where all three
organizations have chapters.

The organizing committee meets every two weeks, and | have convened a VFP committee to help
organize in our organization. If anyone is interested in helping, please contact me.

United Veteran-Civilian Response Campaign: Veterans For Peace Seattle Chapter 92 remains a
cornerstone of the United Veteran-Civilian Response campaign, organizing to prepare for the
deployment of the military units to the Seattle region. We have expanded the mission to include



responding to ICE deployments. We are in conversation about the strategies and tactics unique
to veterans to use to support civilian efforts.

Transformative Justice Committee, Kelly Wadsworth: Much of 2025 TJ met as needed, or about
quarterly. In 2026 they will meet monthly, and be available to help with issues members might be
having. They will be putting together a resource list to strengthen chapter work, such as leading
meetings, working with diverse populations, becoming a resource. Please send questions or offers to
help to Michael McPherson. She mentioned www.Marchminnesota.org, about faith groups
supporting the actions in Minneapolis/St Paul.

Membership Committee, Josh Shurley: See Appendix 1.
Development Committee, Matt Southworth: No Report
VFP Communications Report, Chris Smiley: Link to report here.

Mobilization Committee-Illlegal Orders Campaign Proposal, Gerry Condon: See Appendix 2:
Mobilization Committee Report

Post911 Report from Minneapolis—Live, Olga Garcia. It is 11 degrees and actively snowing. There are 9
VFP members protesting at various places including the ICE detention ctr. The resistance is quite large
and a model for utilizing in other places as well. Proud Boys are marching today and at this point there
are about 2 dozen of them surrounded by many anti-ICE people. VFP is trying to maintain a peaceful
presence. They are also providing medical support, including hand warming. This is important work, and
will continue as long as there is a need. Olga has posted a Reel on Instagram that is generating much
support from veterans interested in getting involved.

Proposal for VFP to join lawsuit opposing the executive order forbidding citizens from cooperating in
any fashion with the ICC, Susan Schnall: Introducing Terry Lodge. See Appendix 3. He asked VFP to join
a soon-to-be-filed suit against the Administration challenging the policy to forbid US citizens from
interacting or communicating with the ICC. Taxpayers Against Genocide is part of this:
Taxpayersagainstgenocide.org, as is DAWN (Democraciy in the Arab World Now, founded by Jamal
Khashoggi). If we can get the topic opened, we might have a few days for us and other organizations to
send the information about genocide in Gaza to the ICC before the SCOTUS shuts down the suit. The suit
will have no expenses to VFP beyond a share of the filing fees. Timing for filing between now and mid
February, and case could roll into one or more years. Susan noted that all of the findings of the
Merchants of Death are on their website: https://merchantsofdeath.org/ . The Excomm recommended
signing on. Board Approved.

VFP Board Accomplishments for 2025, Susan: TABLED

Finances ending year 2025

Membership Numbers

Hiring of full time Executive Director

Successful In Person and Virtual Convention 2025

Successful political work: Reports from VFP national board members

Routine eblasts of VFP news

Response to members concerns and projects: identified opportunities for improvement

VFP Board Committee Assignments, Susan Schnall: See Board Expectations, Appendix 4; Committees,
Appendix 5; and List of National Projects/Working Groups, Appendix 6. Discussion tabled until
February 21 meeting . Board was asked to let Susan know which committees they want to be on.

Next Board meeting: February 21%, 2026. Adjournment about 3 pm ET


http://www.marchminnesota.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nuA9KQnD92DioJIDXtvxkLTWV_HNFUjj/view?usp=sharing
http://taxpayersagainstgenocide.org
https://merchantsofdeath.org/

Post-Board Meeting Discussion:

Don Kimball: Why not ICJ? Terry responded that ICC operates as a criminal court. ICJ is between
nations.

Arla Ertz: Thanked Terry for his bringing this to VFP and asked about how to get information pertinent for
the ICC to the attorneys,

Alic Slater: Thanked Terry, but Trump does not recognize ICC, and the bigger question is how to impeach
the Orange Julius. This suit is an attempt to break through that

Tarak Kauf: Thanked Terry. Mentioned Albanese has a comprehensive list of corporation involved in the
genocide.

Regina Sneed: Can WILPF join the suit? She Terry responded that they are looking for a few other
organizations to join who have pertinent information on Genocide. His email is tjlodge50@yahoo.com
James Gaffney: Is DAWN looking to send ICC information against the Venezuelan government? Terry: no.
TAG is running that effort but not against the Venezuelan government but against ours for its attack on
them.

Ted Engelmann: Asked if the proscription against contact with the ICC is in itself and international crime?
Terry, yes, but that has not been developed yet.

Don Kimball: Asked about ID of plaintiffs. Terry: Orgs can be plaintiffs for their members, though one or
more members can sign on.

Mike Wong: He refused orders to Vletnam and understands that refusal of illegal orders is complex, and
too difficult to go into in this meeting.

Adjournment: 3:30 pm ET

Appendix 1: 2025 VFP Membership Committee Year-end Report, Josh Shurley:

Overview: 2025 was a year of significant growth and organizational strengthening for Veterans
For Peace. Using the same baseline as last year’s report, VFP experienced substantial increases
in active membership, improved retention outcomes, successful membership drives, and the
formation of multiple new chapters—both domestically and internationally. These trends reflect
not only heightened public engagement, but also improvements in how the organization
welcomes, retains, and supports members.

Membership Growth (Year-Over-Year)

Active membership at start of 2025: 2,698
Active membership by Dec 31, 2025: 3,806
Net growth: +1,108 members

Percentage growth: ~41% year-over-year

This represents strong and sustained growth for a mission-driven organization, achieved during
a period of political volatility and increased public attention to issues of war, militarism, and
state violence.

Membership Composition (End of 2025 Snapshot)

e \Veterans: 2,704 (=71%)
e Associate Members: 844 (=22%)
e Active Duty: 258 (=7%)

Veterans remain the clear backbone of the organization, while associate membership growth
reflects expanding solidarity among non-veterans. Active-duty membership continues to grow
steadily despite structural and personal risks faced by service members.


mailto:tjlodge50@yahoo.com

New Members & Retention Trends (2025)
e Total new members in 2025: 1108

Importantly, new members outpaced lapses over the course of the year, resulting in net
membership growth and improved retention. Membership drives played a key role in
preventing lapses, encouraging renewals, and keeping members engaged during periods of
heightened activity.

While dozens of renewals were tracked in 2025, the Membership Committee recognizes the
need for more systematic renewal tracking and plans to improve data collection and reporting
in the coming year.

Monthly Membership Growth Spikes (2025)

Membership growth was not evenly distributed and correlated strongly with periods of visibility
and action.

Largest spike months:

June: 149 new members (largest increase)
October: 107 new members

December: 88 new members

March: 80 new members

September: 79 new members

These trends reinforce the conclusion that when Veterans For Peace takes principled, public
action, people join and stay.

Chapter Growth & Development

In 2025, Veterans For Peace chartered seven new chapters, demonstrating both geographic
expansion and organizational vitality.

New chapters formed:

Easton, Maryland

Boise, Idaho

Berkshire County, Massachusetts
Northern Virginia

Northern Minnesota

Las Vegas, Nevada

Republic of Zambia (international)

Additional chapter milestones:

e The Hawai‘i Chapter was formally recognized as an International Chapter, implementing
a 2024 resolution acknowledging the unique colonial history of the Hawaiian Islands.
e Chapter 159 in Oregon was renamed the Henry Dizney Memorial Chapter.

Looking Ahead

The Membership Committee will continue work in 2026 on:



e Supporting new and forming chapters with clearer guidance on bylaws and
organizational structure

e Developing peer-support mechanisms for chapter organizers navigating challenges
common in movement spaces

e Improving onboarding, chapter assignment, and pathways into campaign or committee
work
Strengthening renewal and retention tracking
Continuing to address database and systems challenges

As militarism escalates and public awareness grows, VFP is positioned for continued
membership growth. The committee’s priority is to ensure that growth translates into durable
movement power, strong chapters, and meaningful engagement.

Appendix 2: Refuse lllegal Order campaign.

The VFP Executive Committee met earlier this week to discuss and approve a proposal for a
comprehensive, multi-faceted Refuse Illlegal Orders campaign, to include billboards, posters, flyers, press
conferences, social media, web page, vigils outside bases, and direct outreach to military personnel. This
was followed up by a well-attended and very productive Mobilizing meeting on Thursday, where we
further developed and consolidated these plans. lllegal orders would include orders to fight in the illegal
US war on Venezuela, orders to load weapons onto aircraft to be delivered to Israel while it is continues
its genocide in Palestine, and orders to deploy to US cities in support of racist ICE attacks or to suppress
peaceful protests. We even discussed trying to reach out to ICE agents, many of whom must be veterans
and some of whom must certainly be questioning their mission.

Fortunately for us, the Billboard part of the campaign is already up an running. Thanks to Tarak Kauff,
Ellen Davidson, Peace and Planet News, the Zinn Fund, Mike Tork, Jack Gilroy and Nick Mottern,
billboards with Refuse lllegal Orders messaging are already up in New Orleans, Chicago, outside Fort
Drum, New York, and going up soon in Tucson and Puerto Rico. Mike Tork can show and tell us more.
We have a lot of work to do to make this a well-organized, holistic campaign that any VFP chapter can
implement. We formed a small coordinating committee but will need more volunteer and staff
assistance. We will welcome more volunteers to help put all the various pieces together.

REFUSE ILLEGAL ORDERS CAMPAIGN proposal, Gerry Condoni:
Billboards
Posters/flyers
GI Outreach, including Social Media and In-Person
Publicity/Media
Form Committee and Subcommittees
Work with VFP Communications Committee and staff
Media campaign - press releases, press conferences, social media
Resource Page on VFP website and/or independent website
A Volunteer Coordinator, OR Paid Coordinator when possible
A Basic Budget for starters, for literature, posters, travel and two or three billboards (15-20 K).
Cost-sharing and "buy-in" with local VFP chapters on billboard organizing
Designated spokespersons, including younger veterans, Conscientious Objectors, and GI resisters
Campaign messaging to include: NO Genocide in Palestine, NO ICE or Troops in our Streets, and
NO War on Venezuela — in our press releases and interviews, and possibly on some billboards.
e Fundraising to support this overall campaign — Some folks will be very excited about this and
want to contribute.
® Videos messages from GI resisters - Vietnam to present - to be aired on social media
® Regular Reports and accountability to VFP Executive Director, Excom and Board
® Use World BEYOND War's successful billboard campaigns as a model

Pwb=

Discussion, Gerry: with the new and ongoing wars (Venezuela, Palestine, Cuba, Iran, War in the streets, Greenland,
etc) he thinks we need to turn this into a coordinated campaign, to include billboards for some, WBW has had a
successful and self-sustaining program for a few years), and support for some billboards from National would be


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworldbeyondwar.org%2Fbillboardsproject%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C964e3643148b412e8dce08de54906678%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639041176327605657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n5bpHXOb4Uj1yMwt%2FzpaelPIdqha1IraxfRMZWMguJY%3D&reserved=0

helpful though some chapters can support their own costs. There will be a meeting on Thursday to discuss these
things, sort of an ad hoc Mobe Committee, and he would like to show up with a proposal and national support.

1. Billboards, Mike Tork: related that Tucson will have a press release when their billboard goes up on Jan 19
in [10. Gilroy at Fort Drum (3), New Orleans. Puerto Rico (Nick Mottern) Future locations San Diego.,,
Minneapolis, West Point. Columbus GA. So far funding has been PPN, Chapters, and Zinn. 911 Vets are
also considering billboards (Minneapolis and New Orleans) Some with About Face. Billboard may not just
be about illegal orders, but also ICE out of our Cities, but also possibly Venezuela.

2. Tarak and Ellen have designed some posters that could be used, 11x17 or 8.5 x 11. We also need flyers
that have legal resources. For Billboard funding, Mike T we have used the Zinn fund, and we have made
one grant and may make another, but hopes that the chapters should contribute.

3. We need to be clear and talk about what are illegal orders and why do people need to refuse them. We
discussed the difference between the UCMJ and national and international law and that GIs need to
understand those differences and the threats they represent before they take action. Susan and Gerry also
pointed out that we should discuss.

4. Costs for flyers, printed on both sides, should be handled by chapters, though our slick tri-fold can be
produced by National, but banners, posters and flyers. At the local level, chapters should seek out
partners. Comm support: Hal Muskat has made initial contact with a professional media company, but we
don’t have much money fur such niceties. MMC and Gerry will discuss more. Susan suggests we contact
Ron Carver for his help. ALso we can make some small videos to highlight the post-resistance lives of
resistors. Fundraising: MMc: Finding ways to raise funds are important but we need to be careful not to
deteriorate our organizational fundraising. We may also be able to get grants from foundations that
support campaigns. There are many types of bill boards, which might involve different sizes, bus-stop
signs. The website should have a legal and community resources page, and images of our flyers, posters
and billboards.  Also, in situ photos of the billboards. Chris can do videos and has greatly increased our
social media presence.

No War on Venezuela Coalition: A very large new antiwar coalition has come together to organize mass
protests against the US War on Venezuela. | have been representing Veterans For Peace on the
organizing calls and have been recruited to join the coordinating committee. This is an ad hoc coalition.
Typically the organizing calls have been joined by more than 50 people, representing many antiwar and
anti-imperialist organizations. There is great unity and lots of experienced organizers are working
together to make things happen. On the very same day of the US attack on Venezuela, there were
protests in 110 US towns and cities. Right now the No War on Venezuela coalition is planning for a Week
of Action, Jan. 24-32, Mass Online Rally, Jan. 25

These are just some of many protests and webinars that are going on to demand an end to US
intervention in Venezuela and to free Venezuela’s president, Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores,
who is also a prominent leader of the Bolivarian Revolution in Venezuela.

VFP Post-9/11 Caucus in Minneapolis The Post-9/11 Caucus of Veterans For Peace has been organizing
for a while now to deploy to New Orleans to join community defense from ICE attacks. But as Trump has
now ordered over 2,000 ICE agents to Minneapolis, and things have really heated up there, the Caucus
has now deployed to Minneapolis, where they are working with Minneapolis VFP and others to defend
the Minneapolis community, which is currently under siege. Hopefully, we will hear from VFP members
in Minneapolis during the Board meeting today.

Gerry Condon, January 17, 2026

Appendix 3: PROPOSAL FROM TERRY LODGE: Friends, I'm writing to seek your endorsement of a new
lawsuit involvement for VFP.

I've been working with Taxpayers Against Genocide, a loose coalition of US taxpayers who work
organizationally to hold US politicians accountable for their parts in abetting the Gaza genocide. Last
spring, we filed a gigantic complaint with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, which is the
human rights protective agency of the Organization of American States, a mutual aid treaty covering
North and South America.


http://www.tinyurl.com/venezuela-solidarity
http://www.tinyurl.com/venezuela-solidarity
https://www.counterpunch.org/2025/10/08/outraged-taxpayers-charge-u-s-government-over-gaza-genocide-at-inter-american-commission/

Regarding the proposed lawsuit, a_Trump Executive Order forbids any American from cooperating in
any fashion with the judges, staff or prosecutors of the International Criminal Court, on pain of being
sanctioned by the President, meaning literally that all of one's typical banking relationships would be
destroyed -- no checking or savings, no credit cards, no new loan obligations. Several International
Criminal Court judges, their prosecutors and associated staff are having to live under US sanctions for
doing their jobs.

Last summer, a couple of people living in Maine who are professional criminal researchers successfully
sued for a court order forbidding the Trump administration from sanctioning them. They wanted to
provide a great deal of evidence to the ICC to prosecute the dictatorial military regime in Myanmar for
war crimes and human rights violations. Basically, the court ruled that it violates the First Amendment
freedoms to seek redress from the government, and the right of association. I've attached the court
order to this email.

TAG is planning to join up with DAWN (Democracy for the Arab World Now), founded by the journalist
Jamal Khashoggi (who was murdered by the Saudi government) in a simllar lawsuit to obtain a protective
court order allowing them to turn over evidence to the ICC seeking prosecution of various US federal
government officials (Congressional leaders), and also to make a criminal referral to the ICC to prefer
charges against Microsoft and General Dynamics as accomplices to genocide under international law.
DAWN is best known lately for pursuing a lawsuit trying to force the US State Department to obey and
implement the Leahy Laws regarding arms sales and transfers to israel.

DAWN and TAG want to file the new suit by the end of January. If a temporary restraining order can be
quickly obtained, they would speedily hand over as much evidence as possible to the ICC prosecutor's
office. Even if the trial court is later reversed, the mission of making a formal criminal referral might be
accomplished. Handing over volumes of evidence for the ICC Prosecutors to vet and sort out is the only
way the prosecutor could even begin the work of prosecuting American politicians and corporations.

Knowing of VFP's "Merchants of Death" involvement and also of Jack's concentration on the war crimes
of General Dynamics, | figure VFP might have authoritative citations and evidence on hand to connect
not just General Dynamics or Microsoft to the genocide, but also prove complicity by other corporations.
Hopefully, | could work with Nick, Jack and others to assemble dossiers on corporations that VFP would
most like to see targeted. Because of time and volume constraints, that hit list should be limited to three
or four corporations (Microsoft, GD and a couple or three other complicit corpses).

I'd love to represent VFP as a co plaintiff in the suit to get court ordered clearance to hand over the
evidence. TAG and DAWN will have their own separate legal counsel. This suit -- to vindicate the basic
right of Americans to request crimes be investigated and prosecuted -- might attract some significant
media coverage for a change, given the Trump administration's evil hostility toward the IC Court and
those of us who would "materially support" prosecutions against US politicians and War Machine CEOs.

Appendix 4: VFP Board Member Expectations,

The collective responsibilities of the Board are described in the VFP Bylaws and Policies; the following
expectations are a guide to individual member responsibilities:

1. Be familiar with the VFP Bylaws and Policies

2. Attend monthly VFP Board meetings

3. Support and participate in fundraising efforts for: Funding the organization. The board is
responsible for the continued funding and financial health of the organization. Maintaining fiscal
accountability. The board approves and closely monitors the organization’s expenses and
income. The board oversees the organization’s resources (including the time of volunteers and
staff) are used appropriately, and ensures that the organization has enough money to operate.

4. Participation in board activities. The board has monthly zoom meetings. Please let the President
of the Board know when you are unable to attend.


https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/imposing-sanctions-on-the-international-criminal-court/
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Chair and/or actively serve on Board committees

Participate in the planning for the VFP National Convention

Be available to membership for questions and concerns about VFP
Be a strong voice in promoting VFP at the national and local level
Actively participate in financial oversight

10. Support Board decisions
11. Acknowledge the Code of Conduct

Appendix 5: VFP National Board Committees & Descriptions
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Membership & Chapter Support Committee —
Transformative Justice Committee
Communications Committee
Finance/Development Committee
Delegations Committee
Executive Committee
Personnel Committee
Advisory Board Ad Hoc Committee
Convention Committee

1. Convention Committees (Program committee, workshops, outreach, communications,

etc.)

2. Bylaws Committee

3. Resolutions Committee

4. Nominations

Descriptions:
Communications Committee
Charged with promoting VFP and bringing visibility and recognition to VFP actions and
principles. Involved in oversight of VFP communications as well as monitoring the
publication of VFP materials (e.g., VFP Newsletter, VFP papers, etc.).

Convention Committee and Subcommittees

Charged with the planning and organization of the annual convention. The membership
of the Convention Committee changes with each convention but will include at least
representatives from the previous year’s convention, the current year’s convention, the
upcoming year’s convention, the Executive Director and the President.

Awards Committee: Charged with developing the annual award categories, criteria and
nominating procedures, found in Awards section, plus recommending award recipients to the
Board.

Nominations Committee: Charged with identifying qualified members to run for

election to the Board of Directors, as required by VFP Bylaws and will perform its

duties as described therein.

Bylaws Committee: Charged with ensuring that the bylaws meet the evolving needs of the
organization. To this end, and in accordance with our Bylaws and Policies, the committee will:

1. Receive proposed amendments or suggestions from a member, a chapter,

or the Board. 2. Study, draft, or redraft proposed amendments as appropriate.

3. Make a recommendation to the Board as to their disposition.

4. Periodically review the bylaws to identify needed amendments, or rescissions.
Resolutions Committee: Charged with facilitating the resolutions procedures as described by
the bylaws and developing any other necessary procedures, found in the section on
Resolutions.

Delegations Committee



Charged with assisting our members in organizing and applying for Board approval of all
VFP U.S. sponsored delegations, and making a recommendation to the Board regarding
approval.

Finance and Development Committee

Charged with creating strategies that will develop the financial strength of the organization
(e.g., major donors, foundations, mailings, planned giving and special events), and
supporting and assisting the treasurer by reviewing professional accounting reports and
giving advice on investments and disposition of endowment. The committee is chaired by
the Treasurer and consists of at least that position, the President and Executive Director.

Membership and Chapter Development Committee

Charged with supporting individual members and chapters. Membership support: building
an outreach campaign and supporting new and existing members to include orientation of
independent members and connecting members to local chapters. Chapter support: assist in
the chartering, formation, and ongoing support of VFP chapters and providing support and
assistance to reinvigorate inactive chapters. Staff provide direct assistance to the committee
by verifying veterans’ status, providing reports, and issuing charters and related paperwork.
Due to the intense workload of this committee, it shall include a steering committee made up
of two members of the Board of Directors (chair and co-chair of the committee), two
members of staff (the executive director and membership coordinator) and one member at
large as appointed by the President of the Board of Directors. Additional members can serve
to help support the committee’s goals as needed.

Mobilization Committee: Description under construction.

Transformative Justice Committee

Charged with overseeing the internal health of the organization, to include continued
exploration of Transformative and Restorative Justice, updates to the Code of Conduct based
on member input, and investigating complaints and grievances about members and
chapters. Because of the sensitive nature of this committee’s work, this committee will be
composed of members with a specific background in restorative justice,
misconduct/harassment investigations, social work, or

other applicable areas. The committee shall work to ensure that our Code of Conduct

and Misconduct/Harassment policies and procedures are transparent and serve the

needs of our community.

Personnel Committee

Charged with hearing grievances (see Grievance Procedures), and making
recommendations to the Board regarding personnel policies and staffing. The committee is
also charged with developing evaluative criteria for the Executive Director and ensuring
that periodic evaluations are completed. The Personnel Committee shall be composed of 2
or more board members.

Appendix 6: National Projects / Working Groups:
1- National Projects:
Climate and Militarism
Full Disclosure: Toward an Honest Commemoration of the American War in Vietnam
Golden Rule
Deported Veterans Advocacy
Korea Peace Campaign
Iraq Water Project
Peace and Planet News
Save Our VA (SOVA)



Vietnam Agent Orange Relief and Responsibility Campaign
Working Groups

Be the Change Book Club

China Working Group

Nuclear Abolition

Labor Working Group

Homeless Veterans

Veterans for Inner Peace

Conscientious Resistance

—END-



