
 

Cuba Explorer and Jim Ryerson invite you to save a thousand 

dollars or more, on our latest tours to Cuba. 

 

Going to Cuba has never been more convenient and less expensive.  

With daily non-stop flight from cities around the country, you can join us in Havana and start your Cuba 

adventure. 

Previously, you had to fly on a charter out of Miami, and which required being at the airport 4 hours in 

advance. This meant you needed to book a hotel the night before to assure you could make the flight, 

then book another hotel room to make your departing flight out of Miami.  The 2 nights in a Miami 

hotel, added to the additional cost of flying charter, led to more than a thousand dollars in additional 

costs, and serious convenience problems. Those days are over. Please contact Jim directly indicating 

when you would like to travel. It’s your decision. 

Jim Ryerson  

Jimryerson@earthlink.net 



323-504-5054 

Here are the current flights 

Alaska Airlines Los Angeles to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

American Airlines Miami to Havana, four daily round-trip flights 

Charlotte to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

Delta Air Lines New York's JFK to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

Atlanta to Havana, one daily round-trip 

Miami to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

Frontier Airlines Miami to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

JetBlue Airways Fort Lauderdale to Havana, two round-trip flights daily (except only once on 

Saturdays) 

New York JFK to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

Orlando to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

Southwest Airlines Fort Lauderdale to Havana, two daily round-trip flights 

Tampa to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

Spirit Airlines Fort Lauderdale to Havana, two daily round-trip flights 

United Airlines Newark to Havana, one daily round-trip flight 

Houston to Havana, one weekly round-trip flight (on Saturdays) 

 
 

Our tours are led by Cuba Travel Expert Jim Ryerson who has been visiting the island since 1998, making 

more than 30 trips and leading 5 groups of Americans on our Educational and People to People 

excursions. We can fashion tours of any length, and can arrange for you or your group to stay on in Cuba 

after the formal tour has ended. Please be sure to read what those who have traveled with us have said 

about Jim’s tours. 

 

 



 

Robin Groth, Vashon Island, Washington 

March 2016 

 
Have you been thinking about going to Cuba but have yet to find the right person to take 
you there?  Look no further!  His name is Jim Ryerson and he leads tours for Cuba 
Explorer.  What makes Jim unique is that he has traveled to Cuba more than 30 times, 
studied the history and culture because he is passionate about the country, and goes 
above and beyond to introduce you to the people and places that he has gotten to know 
personally during these three decades of travel to a country he loves.  As a journalist, 
author and a former television broadcaster in Los Angeles, Jim is always curious and if 
he doesn't have the answer to your questions, he gets the answer from his topnotch 
Havana team who you will meet upon your arrival and will be with you every day of your 
tour.   
 
Jim introduced us to artists, organic farmers, veterans of war in Angola, and an 85 year 
old "clandestino" during the Revolution, now an economist, lawyer and professor.  During 
this private meeting, our group gleaned a profound understanding of the life of this proud 
Cuban "diplomat" who is looking forward to what the immediate future may hold for his 
beloved country. And have I mentioned the restaurants, the "paladars" and the music? 
Just go – and do it NOW!  Thank you Jim and Cuba Explorer for a "trip of a lifetime"! 

Cecile Callan, New York   

March 2016 

 
A few people have asked for more information about how to go about traveling to Cuba. 
We had a terrific organizer who put it all together. Our tour was organized by former Los 
Angeles Television Newscaster Jim Ryerson, who has visited the island more than 30 
times. He has produced 4 documentaries on Cuban life and culture, and has many 
contacts on the island, both with officials and ordinary Cubans.  

 

Jane Clevenger Denver, Colorado 

January 2016 

 



What an adventure we had going with Veterans for Peace to Cuba!  From the moment 

we landed we knew it would be a special week.  We were so lucky to have Jim Ryerson 

leading us on this trip.  His knowledge and ability to maneuver through diverse situations 

was excellent!  

He even set up an unprecedented meeting with veterans of the Revolution and we were 

able to speak one-on-one with them thanks to the interpreter he had arranged.  As a 

retired US Army veteran, that was quite special.  The diversity of our tour that Jim put 

together made for an entertaining and educational adventure. 

Jane Clevenger 

US Army Retired 

Loretta Young-Gautier, Denver, Colorado 

January   2016 

Cuba Explorer was the perfect way to experience Cuba. The Veterans for Peace tour 
provided an excellent cultural adventure by combining political and social appreciation 
with visual art, music, theater and history. 

Our Host, Jim Ryerson, made it easy and convenient by taking care of all the 
arrangements. He expertly guided us through travel procedures, acquainted us with the 
monetary system and social customs, and was extremely helpful communicating with the 
Cuban people.     

He enlightened us with a fresh understanding of American/Cuban relations through his 
knowledge and experience, and by arranging meetings with various dignitaries. But 
perhaps what stood out most to us was his friendly, accommodating and gentle 
demeanor. His commitment to our satisfaction and enthusiasm for all things Cuban made 
him truly a delight to have as our leader. We would highly recommend participating in 
his tours.   

Jan Nichols, Denver, Colorado 

January 2016 

Hi Jim, 

Thanks again for all your efforts to make our stay in Havana so memorable! I'm sure 
there were times when it wasn't easy and required some fancy footwork on your part! 
We had such a compatible group...everyone was very flexible and accommodating.  



Cuba is a beautiful country...full of surprises and sophisticated culture. We experienced 
such a well balanced view of the country. I think we covered a sampling of everything, 
and you excelled in sharing your knowledge and passion for Cuba...and your enthusiasm 
was definitely contagious! 

Anyway, thank you for being such a gracious host. I had a wonderful time and I look 
forward to visiting Cuba again in the future! 

All the best, 

Jan 

 

John Koehler, Appleton, Wisconsin 

January 2015 

 
Jim,  
  
This trip was a defining moment and a game changer for me and I have you to thank for 
it!  I had some apprehensions about going, but you were patient and talked me through 
all my thousands of questions along with providing some previous contacts who were just 
as thrilled with trip that I was.  
 
You and I have not known each other long, but I consider myself pretty good at reading 
people very quickly...you are the real deal and the world could use more folks like you 
Jim. 

From Catherine de Leon, Sunny Isles, Florida 

January 2015 

 
I traveled with Jim on the 2015 VFP tour, and was very impressed with his longstanding, 
firsthand knowledge of the country, and with his many contacts. I went on the trip alone, 
but found those traveling to be very open, and the country to be very friendly, inviting 
and easy to get around. . With Jim’s assistance I was able to venture out on my own, 
never feeling unsafe. Any future groups traveling with Jim will have a thoughtful 
enlightening, and enjoyable trip. 
 

Larry Ulm  Stringtown, PA 

January 2015 



 
Thinking about all the great people we met and the company we enjoyed in Cuba! Wow!  
What a great place!  Jim, you are a good leader and am glad you are taking more lucky 
people back. Maybe a Cuban road trip will be in the future....count me in! 
 
Larry 
 
 

Shannon Sullivan, Minneapolis, MN  

January 2015 

 
In January  of 2015, my husband and I were fortunate enough to take a trip to Cuba with 
Veterans for Peace with my husband’s parents, led by the very knowledgeable and 
experienced Jim Ryerson of Hollywood, California.  
 
We were quite excited when it turned out that the day we were to land in Havana, Cuba, 
that US travel was officially open to this country that has been so long repressed by the 
US Embargo for over 50 years. We were the first plane to land with American citizens 
that had the go-ahead to do so, somewhat freely.  It was an historical event; an event 
that I am so proud to have been a part of. 
 
Our arrival was genuinely embraced be the people of Cuba. Jim knew the 'ins -and-outs' 
of Havana and it's countryside and was very explicit about what we may encounter on 
our trip there as US visitors. We were also fortunate enough to have an excellent Cuba 
Guide on our tour bus, who was equally excited to have us in her country as we were to 
be there! Our trip was perfectly well rounded. We were introduced to the culture of the 
Cuban people as a whole; the arts, dance, music, education, religion, politics, agriculture, 
medicine, economics. Overall, 
Jim did a beautiful job by making certain we got an honest taste of Cuba. It was 
magnificent!  
 
As we ascended into the skies from Havana, I looked through tears out over its lush hills 
and countryside and whispered a wish of hope to its people and its culture. I know that 
the people of Cuba will continue to stand tall and proud. I will continue to do my part by 
sharing the most vivid and most human experience I have ever had. I left a little piece of 
my heart there.....until we meet again. 
VIVA CUBA!    
 

Albert Penta, Seattle, Washington 

November 2013 



 
Dear Jim, 
 
Just a quick note to say thank you for everything that you did to make the Cuba trip a 
wonderful experience for us.  Thanks for setting it up. Thanks for attending to all the little 
details.  Thanks for helping out me and Kim on many occasions (especially that last night 
back in Cancun when I was feeling so bad – *fine now).  I couldn't help but notice that 
so many times seeing you quietly helping out someone else. Thanks on behalf of 
everyone.   
 
Kim and I are both greatly inspired by the trip and are hoping to get back to Cuba 
again.  We share your love of the Cuban people. In closing let me just say what an honor 
it was to have met you, and how much I appreciate you as the good, decent and beautiful 
human being that you are.      
 
Gracias, mi amigo.  
Paz y Amor  
 
 
 

 


