NO MORE HIROSHIMA’S
NO MORE NAGASAKI’S
NO MORE NUCLEAR BOMBS!

On the 76th anniversary of the U.S. nuclear bombings of the civilian populations of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Veterans For Peace remembers the many victims of this horrendous crime, which was
rationalized to the U.S. public as necessary to end the war and save lives.
We now know that the war was essentially over before the atomic bombs were dropped. An
estimated 200,000 Japanese people, who had been demonized with racist wartime propaganda,
were needlessly sacrificed so the U.S. government could show the world the awesome power of its
new weapons of mass destruction.
Nuclear weapons are now in the hands of nine countries – the U.S., Russia, China, France, the
UK, India, Pakistan, North Korea and Israel. It is nothing short of miraculous that the world has
managed to avoid a cataclysmic conflict during 76 years of nuclear proliferation.
Reflecting on the horrors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki reminds us of the devastation that
nuclear conflict would impose on the planet were it unleashed today, with ever more powerful
bombs that would trigger a “nuclear winter” and mass starvation. Nuclear arsenals on hair trigger
alert hang over our heads like a Sword of Damocles and threaten us at every moment with the all
too real possibility of Armageddon, the total destruction of human civilization.
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Given the role of the United States in initiating and continuing this race to oblivion, we in the
U.S. have a special obligation to pressure our government to provide the leadership that will be
required to step back from the brink of nuclear war.
Veterans For Peace calls on the U.S. government to live up to its prior treaty obligations to
negotiate in good faith with other nuclear powers to reduce and eventually eliminate all nuclear
weapons.
We call on President Biden to declare and implement a “No First Use” policy and to take
nuclear weapons off hair-trigger alert.
We call on President Biden to sign the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which
was approved by a vote of 122-1 by the UN General Assembly and has now gone into effect.
Nuclear war and the climate crisis are the twin existential threats facing humanity. As Bob
Dylan sang in his famous antiwar song, Masters of War:
“You’ve thrown the worst fear that could ever be hurled –
fear to bring children into this world.”
Nuclear weapons are morally unacceptable. Nuclear weapons abolition will promote a more safe,
just, and healthy world now and for generations to come.
You can contact the Veterans For Peace Nuclear Abolition Working Group at
vfp.nonukes@gmail.com
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