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The Armistice of 1918 ended the terrible
slaughter of World War I. The U.S. alone had
experienced the death of over 116,000 soldiers,
plus many more who were physically and
mentally disabled. For one moment, at the
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, the
world agreed World War I must be considered
the WAR TO END ALL WARS. There was
exuberant joy everywhere, and many churches
rang their bells, some 11 times at 11 a.m.
November 11, when the Armistice was
signed. For many years this practice endured,
and then slowly, it faded away. Now we do it
again. We ring the bells 11 times, with a
moment of silence, to remember the many
soldiers and civilians killed and injured by
warfare, and to make our own commitment to
work for peace, in our family, our church, our
community, our nation, our world.
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