
Veterans For Peace Climate Crisis and Militarism Project

“I want 
you to 

act as if 
the house 
is on fire, 
because 

it is .”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We at Veterans For Peace are uniquely able to connect the dots between these two gigantic issues.

Let’s talk about the Military’s cost to the environment and to our pocketbooks.



U.S. MILITARY:
Lar gest  Inst it ut iona l  CONSUMER OF OIL /  EMITTER OF CO2

Vet er ans  For  Peace Cl imat e Cr is is  and Mil ita r ism Pr oj ect

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Did you know that the US Military is the world’s largest institutional consumer of petroleum products and also the most prolific single institutional emitter of greenhouse gases (GHG).  

Discuss 1997 Kyoto Protocol, Paris Accords to explain how the military has evaded reporting of its emissions and why we don’t hear about it.

Do not read: [From “No Warming, No War”, Lorah Steichen and Lindsay Koshgarian, National Priorities Project at the Institute for Policy Studies].
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If the US military was a country, it would rank as  #47 among all the countries of the world in greenhouse gas emissions, just from calculating emissions from fuel usage. Think about that- a single organization polluting more CO2 than many entire mid-sized nations!
�And, again, the US military figures are estimates since the military does not provide complete values for their emissions.
This calculation excludes emissions from the electricity and food the military consumes, land use changes from military operations, emissions from contractors, foreign bases, or any other source.
�
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 For far less than it spent on militarization since 9/11, the U.S. could reinvest to
meet critical challenges that have gone neglected for the last 20 years:

 $4.5 trillion could fully decarbonize the U.S. electric grid
 $2.3 trillion could create 5 million $15 per hour jobs with benefits and
cost-of-living adjustments for 10 years
$1.7 trillion could erase student debt
$449 billion could continue the extended Child Tax Credit for another
10 years
$200 billion could guarantee free preschool for every 3-and-4-year old
for 10 years, and raise teacher pay
 $25 billion could provide COVID vaccines for the population of low income
countries

Source: National Priorities Project at the Institute for Policy Studies.  “No Warming, No War”, and ”State of Insecurity”.





Sources of Military GHG Emissions
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• Mil ita r y R&D, Pr oduct ion
• Sur veil l ance
• Weapons  Test ing
• Tr oop Tr a ining
• Base Supply Suppor t , 

Domest ic and Over seas
• Cl ean Up, Reconst r uct ion

• Convent iona l  War s
• Cyber  War s
• Low-int ens it y Conf l ict s
• Weapons  Sa l es  & Ar ms 

Races
• War  Games
• Mil ita r y Cont r act or s

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Accurately accounting for military emissions is a difficult task.  Don’t forget military contractors and supply chain contributions.
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Other groups calling for reductions



We are stronger together
l et ’s  a l ign our  pr ior it ies  t o benef it  

peopl e
 

Thank You!

Visit www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis to learn more!
Vet er ans  For  Peace Cl imat e Cr is is  and Mil ita r ism Pr oj ect

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are stronger together.
It is time that we have priorities that benefit people and not corporate welfare and the war machine
Please check out our website for resources, actions to take online, and much more.

There is a rich history of Peace and Environmental organizing - and the future of our
planet relies on these two movements working together!

I look forward to our discussion.
Thank you for your attention.
��
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