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Statement of Veterans Meeting Against War with Iraq





We have assembled in New York City on November 10, 2002 to declare that as Veterans who have served in the Armed Forces of the United States, we are gravely concerned about the course the Bush administration is forcing on our country and the world. 





We are especially alarmed at their relentless drive for war with Iraq. We believe the cause of world peace and security is best served through international cooperation and by sending United Nations inspectors back to Iraq, not by saber rattling and threats of a unilateral US military attack. We are opposed to an invasion of Iraq.





We also declare that the misnamed “USA Patriot Act” represents a serious threat to the fundamental civil liberties and freedoms that we swore to protect and defend. We call for a repeal of this legislation, for an end to blanket roundups and detentions targeting Muslim communities and for a restriction on excessive police powers aimed at silencing dissent.





We are patriots who have stood in defense of this country. We have a right and a duty to speak out. We will not remain silent while our rights are undermined and the threat of endless war looms. We are committed to this struggle for peace, justice and freedom and we appeal to our fellow citizens and elected representatives to speak up and act before it is too late. 








This statement was adopted unanimously at a meeting of 175 veterans held the day before Veterans Day 2002 at the Local 1199 SEIU hall in Manhattan. The meeting was sponsored by the Veterans For Peace, Vietnam Veterans Against the War, Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Black Veterans for Social Justice and Military Families Network. 
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